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An Urgent Call to Action 


The General Assembly on May 24, 1937, adopted the report of its Standing 
Committee on Christian Education and Ministerial Relief: “The time now being 
ripe for the completion of the Church’s unfinished task of setting in operation the 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund, we recommend that, as far as possible, the way be 
cleared for the early and urgent prosecution of this objective in every church of 


this Assembly.” —Minutes of General Assembly, 1937, page 46. 


On May 25, 1937, on the recommendation of its Standing Committee on 
Stewardship and Finance this resolution was adopted: “That with all possible 
emphasis the Assembly again call upon the churches to bring to completion dur- 
ing this Church year the Ministers’ Annuity Fund, which, when established, will 
go a long way toward solving many of the most difficult problems in our Church.” 


—Minutes of General Assembly, 1937, page 52. 


The General Assembly’s Committee on Stewardship and Finance on Decem- 
ber 8, 1937, adopted this resolution: “The Stewardship and Finance Committee 
of the General Assembly, in regular session at Atlanta, December 8, 1937, calls the 
particular attention of each church to the unfinished task of the Church, which is 
the Ministers’ Annuity Plan. After many years delay, this was given the right-of- 
way during the present Church year by the General Assembly. We urge the in- 
dividual churches to complete the raising of their quota of the $3,000,000 accrued 
liability, this fiscal year, so that the Annuity Plan can be put into full operation on 
April 1, 1938.” * 


It was directed that this message be sent out to the churches signed by the mem- 
bers of the Committee: D. Clay Lilly, W. T. Thompson, Stuart R. Oglesby, D. 
W. Roberts, Jno. M. Alexander, C. F. Huhlein, C. G. Rose, Wade H. Boggs, W. 
L. Caldwell, W. A. Alexander, George White, Mrs. Audley Morton and E. E. 
Gillespie. 
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Christianity in Europe at the Crossroad 


By Proressor ADOLF KELLER* 


T A crossroad we have to halt a little, to con- 
A sider the right direction and to choose which 

way to go. It needs a moment of reflection 
between an uncertainty and a decision. 

This is the situation of religious Europe, at least 
on the Continent. The life of European churches 
may have been described hitherto as a church idyl 
which did not ask for decisions but was a develop- 
ment of ancient thoughts and habits. 

This church idyl is over today. A new and un- 
known power penetrated into this church peace 
like a thief in the night. Church life can, therefore, 
no more consist simply in the conservation of an- 
cient habits, in the cultivating of a religious and 
educational tradition, in the quiet study of theologi- 
cal problems, but has become a struggle for life and 
death, a series of decisions which must be daily 
renewed. 

Insecurity in every field is quite as characteristic 
for the present religious situation as for the political 
and economic world. Nobody is quite certain at the 
present moment what road to choose and in what 
direction the spirit of God is leading us. 


Tue Turee Perits 


The Christian church is menaced today with three 
perils. The first and minor is the menace of a new 
poverty, which is not simply a financial problem 
but a problem of faith. The churches, especially in 
eastern Europe, have not simply to deal with a 
shaken economic structure, but the new poverty 
means for many of them that hundreds of students 
cannot be recruited for the ministry, that the re- 
ligious schools can hardly be maintained, as is the 
case in certain parts in Rumania and Germany, that 
religious charitable works-have to be closed or 
greatly reduced, that hundreds of pastors’ families 
are passing through utmost distress where it is a 


<~—~anienpamttictiitukelenan 


on Secretary, European Central Office for Inter-Church Aid, 
eva. 


catastrophe, as in Transylvania or in Poland, to have 
to buy a pair of shoes. 

The second peril is the modern revolutionary state 
with its totalitarian claim and its secularistic philoso- 
phy. This totalitarian claim of the modern state is 
not satisfied with acquiring power, with giving law. 
Its claims the whole man, the whole people, in its 
outward and inner existence, in its working, think- 
ing and feeling. This modern totalitarian state has 
a philosophy and imitates in a kind of mimicry the 
life forces and symbols of the church. It has its 
prophets and its messiahs. It has creed and a ritual, 
symbols and dogmas, and eschatology, a last judg- 
ment and the universalism of a mission. It educates 
the young generation according to a new life ideal 
and national philosophy. It organizes the con- 
sciences and claims obedience and faith. 

The third peril is modern secularism, and a Chris- 
tian humanism which founds religion not on the 
revelation in Jesus Christ but on our natural religious 
experience, on the mystical gift of our own soul, on 
the orders of the creation, such as can be seen in the 
voice of the blood or the race and in the natural 
impulse which is driving a nation towards a new 
rebirth. The church feels today that the God of the 
blood, of the mystical experience or the spirit of 
destiny, is not the same God as the Father of Jesus 
Christ. 


A STRUGGLE oF LIFE AND DEATH 


Confronted with these three perils, the church is 
challenged to a struggle for her life and existence. 
There was hardly a time in Christian history which 
reminded us so strongly of what St. Paul was saying 
when he told the Christian flock that they have to 
struggle not only with flesh and blood but “with 
principalities and powers.” All these three perils are 
menacing not only the exterior organization or the 
financial structure but also the faith of the Christian 
church. Christian activity is blocked in many coun- 
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tries by the extreme poverty which compels 
churches and societies to limit Christian activity to 
a minimum. And yet, the churches remember that 
Christ was poor himself and that he had no place 
where to lay down his head. 

How do the churches react in the midst of the 
peril which the modern totalitarian state means to 
their life and liberty? In Russia, evidently, there is 
not much reaction possible. The church answers 
by silence, by martyrdom, and by a deepening of 
her spiritual life. But in other parts in Europe the 
church has taken up the struggle against the modern 
totalitarian philosophy and practices of state and 
parties. She has no other weapon than Christian 
thinking, her Christian message, and the Christian 
faith. The church is answering the totalitarian man- 
ifestation of the state by a rethinking of the church. 
Protestantism has discovered and developed hitherto 
the Christian personality, the independence of the 
Christian soul. Today Prot- 
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world, with a reconsideration of what the original 
message of the church is. It is not, in the first line, 
the moralism of the quiet bourgeois life of a capital- 
istic society, nor is it a social program, nor a politi- 
cal ideal. The essence of the message is a transcen- 
dent announcement of God’s presence through Jesus 
Christ, of his judgment and grace, and its expression 
in the forgiving of sin—a mighty challenge to give 
to God what belongs to him. All the remnant 
activity of the church is the fruit of this revealing 
message, which does not come out of the religious 
natural consciousness of man but out of the divine 
revelation in Jesus Christ. While the nineteenth 
century was strongly influenced by the desire of a 
combination or codperation between the church 
and the world, the present moment leads the church 
back to the insight that she is a stranger in this 
world, that she announces a strange and impossible 
message, that the followers of Christ are not the 
highly moralized society 





estantism seeks what the 
church is. Only a church 
which is conscious of her- 
self, of her heritage and of 
her task, is fit to oppose 
her spiritual power to the 
secular power of the world. 
Only if she has a vision of 
faith is she able to see like 
Elijah the heavenly and in- 
visible cavalry which was 
protecting the walls of 





Everywhere I go I am publicizing the 
charm and power of GLORIOUS 
LIVING. It is, I believe, the most 
readable and, in many ways, the most 
effective missionary impact our 
Church has ever had. 


—S.M. Giascow, Pastor, 


Independent Presbyterian Church, 
Savannah, Georgia. 


which is mostly interested 
in the moral and’social wel- 
fare, but is that group of 
sinners which is saved 
through the faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

The churches of the 
Reformation are learning 
again that salvation does 
not depend on any human 
effort but on God’s grace 
alone, which we never de- 








Israel. The birth of the 
modern totalitarian state is therefore answered by a 
rebirth of the church. The time of the Christian 
individualistic idyl is passed. The era of the church 
begins today for the evangelical world. Only when 
the church knows what she is according to Jesus 
Christ may she be able to undertake a Christian 
thinking of the state and to tell the state which are 
its functions and its limits according to divine law. 

How shall the church defend herself against the 
less spectacular influence of a new humanism and 
secularism which is penetrating into the life of the 
Church through all its pores? It is all the more 
dangerous as the poison is already circulating in the 
veins of organized Christianity. Such humanism and 
secularism has its root in the justified desire of the 
church to act upon the world. No church can 
accept being shut up in the sacristy. She sees one 
of her tasks in the transformation of the world to 
which she is called. But this. led to a dangerous 
synthesis between church and world. The church 
reacts today against this temptation to influence the 
world from within by becoming an element of this 


serve, even by our highest 
moral aims. The churches do not find this message 
of the sovereign grace in a general religious experi- 
ence or in speculative thinking, but solely in the 
Bible being the Word of God. 


Tue REDISCOVERY OF BIBLE TRUTHS 


One of the characteristics of our religious situa- 
tion is certainly a new effort to understand the Bible 
as God’s Word, to take it as a personal and social 
message for our time and for all times, to see in it an 
interpretation of time in the light of eternity. It is 
a striking fact to see how the perils of our time, the 
whole aspect of a disintegrating world, even in the 
field of religion, have brought back to us certain 
elementary truths of the Bible which are driven 
home to us by the hammer of great events. The 
churches see again today that the Bible is right when 
it explains the world not as that plastic element 
which can be moulded by our hands and our will, 
but as a manifestation of demoniac rebelling forces 
against God. The old notion of demoniac powers 
with which we have to struggle has found a new 
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interpretation in the horrors of war and utmost 
destruction. The Christian world has again learned 
to understand, in the gloomy and sinister light of 

resent events, that there may be a higher truth in 
the Biblical message of the judgment on the world, 
the end of this world, than in the optimisic doctrine 
of evolution of the world into something becoming 
better and better. 

Being confronted at the present time with the 
thundering voices of revolution, the church learns 
again to listen to the soft prophetic voice of the 
Bible, and understands that our present task is not 
so much to make a still greater effort of moral and 
social idealism than hitherto, but to listen to the 
divine voice of the Bible which confronts us with 
our misery, our sin, with God Himself as our Judge 
and Redeemer. Such listening is not a passive atti- 
tude but a token of highest spiritual activity. Such 
listening is a first act of faith which will surely be 
followed by action. But such action will not pre- 
cede that obedient and reverent attitude in which we 
listen to the Word of God calling us out again, out 
of this world and into the presence of the living 


Christ whom we had not yet acknowledged hitherto 
as our Lord and King. Repentance and belief in the 
gospel have, therefore, become the new and un- 
avoidable appeal which must be heard. The 
churches have gone-through tremendous disillusions 
within the last generation. That constructive ideal- 
ism of which the League of Nations was a shinin 
symbol has reached its limits today, but also that 
optimistic and constructive Christian idealism which 
oversees the tremendous forces of evil and believes 
in the efficiency of social efforts such as prohibition, 
peace movements, etc., had to admit its inefficiency. 
What remains? A new faith in God’s action through 
Jesus Christ. Christ alone is our hope in the thunder- 
storm of the present time and in the demoniac up- 
heaval of hidden forces. Christ alone is stronger 
than the demons of our soul and of the whole world. 
Our last hope on the present crossroad is that we 
shall not be left alone with ourselves, with the 
demons of the world, but that He will meet us there 
because we are living in the evening of an old world 
and waiting for the dawn of God’s new world. 





World Day of Prayer, March 4, 1938 


“The Church a World Fellowship” is the subject 

of the Interdenominational World Day of Prayer 
program. It was prepared this year by Miss Alice 
E. Henderson of Sumner, Christchurch, New Zea- 
land. Miss Henderson was a pioneer missionary in 
the Punjab, India, under the New Zealand Presby- 
terian Church. 
; Presbyterian women have always had a large share 
in the observance of this Day of Prayer, and you 
are eager to know more about the plans for this 
year. These are the supplies available, and you are 
asked to send your order EARLY: 


Programs: 


Adult: “The Church, a World Fellowship.” 
Two cents each. 

Young People: “And Who Is My Neighbor?” 
Two cents each. 

Children: “God’s Children Live in Many 
Lands.” One cent each. 

Call to Prayer: Free in limited quantities. 

Posters: 11 x 17, with spaces for time and place 
of ee to be filled in locally. Five cents 
each. 

Story of 1937 Observance: One cent each. 

Card: Small card with revolving disc showing 
standard time around the world. A most in- 
teresting way to keep track of the observance 


of the World Day of Prayer. Price, with 
envelopes, five cents each. 

These programs are only suggestive, and it is 
urged that the Committee planning for your Day of 
Prayer study them and adapt them in any way that 
will make them more nearly meet their needs. 

This year, in accordance with many requests from 
local groups, the adult program is shorter. It is in- 
teresting to know that so great was the demand for 
the World Day of Prayer program last year that 
the supply was exhausted and many orders unfilled. 
This year the edition has been increased to 350,000 
copies. 


For a number of years the offerings from the In- @ 


terdenominational World Day of Prayer services 
have helped in large measure in the development of 
the four interdenominational missionary projects— 
Women’s Union Christian Colleges in the Orient, 
Directors of Religious Work in the United States 
Indian Schools, Christian Literature for Women, 
and Children of Other Lands, and the Christian 
Service in Migrant Labor Camps in the United 
States. 

Send all orders, accompanied with payment please, 
for World Day of Prayer program literature to 


THe CoMMITTEE ON WoMAN’s WorK 
Henry Grady Building Atlanta, Georgia 











Washington, the Peacemaker 


NE of the chief problems occupying the atten- 
tion of statesmen today is the problem of pre- 
venting war. 

George Washington made certain notable con- 
tributions to the solution of this problem. 

The first arbitration treaty in modern history was 
due to Washington. 

In 1795, when people in this country again clam- 
ored for war with England because of disputes which 
had arisen concerning boundary claims, debts, and 
mutual rights, Washington sent his Chief Justice, 
John Jay, as a special ambassador to negotiate a settle- 
ment. The result was the Jay Treaty which sub- 
mitted these questions to arbitration. Washington 
signed this treaty in the face of a bitter opposition 
that was demanding that we “fight for our rights.” 

The practice of arbitration established by Wash- 
ington steadily grew. 

With the Jay Treaty as a precedent, questions 
following the War of 1812 were left in the Treaty 
of Ghent to arbitration. 

Following the settlement of the Alabama Claims 
Case, after the Civil War, arbitration won worldwide 
recognition as a means of settling major disputes 
between great powers. 

The following statements indicate just how 
strongly Washington felt about the question of war 
and the dangers of great military establishments: 

Letter July 25, 1785, to David Humphreys, Secre- 
tary of the First Commission sent abroad to negotiate 
treaties of commerce: 


“My first wish is to see this plague of mankind (war) 
banished from the earth, and the sons and daughters of this 
world employed in more pleasing and innocent amusements 
than in preparing implements and exercising them for the 
destruction of mankind.” 


Letter October, 1785, to the Marquis de la Rouerie 
who had just been appointed to the command of a 
French Army corps: . 


“My first wish is (although it is against the ee of 
arms, and would clip the wings of some of our young 
soldiers who are soaring after glory) to see the whole world 
in peace and the inhabitants of it as one band of 
brothers striving who should contribute most to the happi- 
ness of mankind.” 


Letter April, 1788, to the Marquis de Chastellux: 


“It is time for the age of knight-errantry and mad heroism 
to be at an end. Your young military men, who want to 
reap the harvest of laurels, do not care, I suppose, how many 
seeds of war are sown; but for the sake of humanity it is 
devoutly to be wished that the manly employment of agricul- 
ture and the humanizing benefits of commerce would super- 
sede the waste of war and the rage of conquest.” 


Letter June, 1788, to Lafayette: 


“It is really a strange thing that there should not be room 
enough in the world for men to live without cutting one 
another’s throats.” 


Letter, 1789, to the Count de Rochambeau: 


“Notwithstanding it might probably, in a commercial view, 
be greatly for the advantage of America that a war shall 
rage on the other side of the Atlantic, yet I shall never so far 
divest myself of the feelings of a man interested in the happi- 
ness of his fellowmen as to wish my country’s prosperity 
might be built on the ruins of that of other nations.” 


In last address to the American people, Washing- 
ton said: 


“Overgrown military establishments are under any form 
of government inauspicious to liberty, and are to be regarded 
as particularly hostile to republican liberty 

“Observe good faith and justice towards all Nations; cul- 
tivate peace and harmony with all. Religion and morality 
enjoin this conduct; and can it be, that good policy does 
not equally enjoin it? It will be worthy of a free, enlightened, 
and, at no distant period, a great Nation, to give to man- 
kind the magnanimous and too novel example of a people 
always guided by an exalted justice and benevolence. Who 
can doubt that, in the course of time and things, the fruits 
of such a plan would richly repay any temporary advan- 
tages which might be lost by a steady adherence to it?” 





The Hour of Prayer 


(Continued from page 103) 


For having done all and given all, Lord; reading 
in our prayers as the Father in the child, 

Thou hast willed yet this: that we should give 
ourselves freely. 

That the flame of desire should burn toward 
Thee; that untamed wills should attach themselves 
to Thy throne. 

And Thou makest Thyself deaf to prove us better. 


Thou desirest that faith should dare, Thou 
desirest that the heart should struggle. 
Thou desirest a desire so strong, so powerful, 
that one fights and bleeds for its accomplishment. 
Thou desirest lifted heads; and Thy storehouses 
are full of hid treasures which are waiting only for 
the violent hands which will come to pluck them 
out. 
—By Suzanne ve Dietricu. Quoted 


in the Student World and translated 
from C’était PHeure de lOffrande. 














ion of 
young 
world 
ind of 


happi- 


sroism 
ant to 
many 
y it is 
rricul- 
super- 


room 
g one 


view, 
- shall 
so far 
lappi- 
perity 


ning- 


form 
arded 


3 cul- 
ality 

does 
rened, 
man- 
eople 
Who 
fruits 
dvan- 
> it?” 


Thou 


rful, 
nent. 
uses 
y for 
them 


uoted 
slated 
ande. 








Presbyterian Building 





BOOK REVIEWS 


WM. T. BAKER, Book Editor 


Richmond, Va. 

















IMPORTANT 
Every new book in the following list may be secured from the Presbyterian Book Stores, Richmond, Va., or Texarkana, Texas. 
While, by General Assembly order we cannot assume the responsibility for any of these reviews, we gladly present them to you 
in the hope that the comments and impressions of these Presbyterian leaders may guide you in your future book purchases. 


Books Received: 

Laughing Valley, by Virginia Greene Millikin. Abingdon 
Press. 202 pages. $1.50. 

Tarbell Teacher's Guide, by Martha Tarbell. Fleming H. 
Revell. 432 pages. $2.00. 

Brentwood, by Grace Livingston Hill. J. B. Lippincott Co. 
315 pages. $2.00. 

Manchester Boys, by Mitchell Bronk. Judson Press.” 128 
pages. $1.50. 

Stand Up and Preach, by Ambrose M. Bailey. Round Table 
Press. 141 pages. $1.50. 





Book Reviews in February Program Builder— 
From Friendship to Marriage, by Roy A. Burkhart. 
Harper. $1.50. 
Men Are Brothers, by Eva Taylor. Viking. $1.00. 





Book Reviews in Onward, February 27— 


Men Are Brothers, by Eva Taylor. Viking. $1.00. 

Introducing the Constellations, by Robert H. Baker. 
Viking. $2.50. 

Jasmine, by Anne Ratzesberger. Whitman & Co. $2.00. 

Adventures in Recreation, by Weaver Weddell Pang- 
burn. A. S. Barnes & Co. 72 cents. 

No Other White Men, by Julia Davis. E. P. Dutton. $2.00. 
, Biblical Costume, by Marion Logan Wright. MacMillan. 

2.75. 

China Quest, by Elizabeth Foreman Lewis. John C. Win- 
ston. $2.00. 





THE CHRISTIAN GOD. By Frederick F. Shannon. Flem- 
ing H. Revell. 152 pages. $1.50. 

Dr. Shannon is a master of the homiletic art, and these 
sermons are typical of his thought and style. They are 
marked by a high spiritual content and atmosphere, and are 
doctrinal enough to be “meaty.” They are rich in poetic 
imagination and word pictures. Preachers whose style is 
dull and wooden should read this book. 

—WiuiaM M. Ex.iort, Jr., Atlanta, Georgia. 


SERMONS FROM THE MIRACLES. By Clovis G. Chap- 
pell. Cokesbury Press. 224 pages. $1.50. 


Dr. Chappell based each of these sermons, sixteen in num- 
ber, on a phrase found in the account of a miracle of Jesus, 
and on that phrase builds a helpful message for men of today. 
The titles are unique, the illustrations are numerous, and the 
applications direct to the needs of men. Dr. Chappell’s 
point of view may partly be found in this statement: “If 
the power to do the impossible was needed in the long ago, 


surely it is not less needed now. If ever the Church was 
confronted by tasks that call for supernatural power, it is 
today. And I, for one, believe that all the power that was 
available in the time of Jesus is available now.” In these ser- 
mons emphasis is laid upon the power of Faith to accomplish 
great things through Christ. 

—JouN L. Fairy, Richmond, Virginia. 


MORE SOURCES OF POWER IN THE LIVES OF 
FAMOUS MEN. By Walter C. Erdman. Cokesbury 
Press. 160 pages. $1.00. 


This book is composed of a series of short biographies. 
Originally they were delivered as radio addresses in Cleve- 
land, Ohio. The spiritual resources of twenty-five great 
leaders are discussed. These leaders vary in type from Bach, 
Cromwell, and Xavier to Lew Wallace, Samuel Armstrong, 
and William McKinley. There is no effort made to sketch 
the lives of these leaders, although a great many details of 
their lives are given. The purpose of the book is to point 
out the spiritual resources upon which they drew to give 
them victory over the problems and discouragements of life, 
and to give their lives eternal value. Readers of the book 
will find courage and strength in these sketches, and speakers 
will find many helpful illustrations. 

—Joun L, Fairty, Richmond, Va. 


FAMILY AND CHURCH. By Rev. Lewis J. Sherrill, D.D. 

Abingdon Press. 266 pages. $2.00. 

This new book of Dr. Sherrill’s on the Family and Church 
comes at a time when church people are seeking guidance 
on this subject. The author in a convincing way helps the 
reader to see that the family and church are two closely 
allied groups, and that the church should learn how to fulfill 
its duty to the family. Dr. Sherrill has given practical sug- 

estions for performing this duty. The book is divided into 
Seat parts. In Part I, the author discusses some problems of 
the modern family. In Part II, he presents religious re- g 
sources which are available to aid in the solution of these 
problems which confront family life today. Part Ill gives a 
view of the two schools in which these Christian resources 
are—or may be—actually put to use; namely, the family as 
the first school of life, and the church as the school for the 
family. In connection with the first idea, Dr. Sherrill dis- 
cusses at length fomal and informal instruction in the home. 
The second idea presents the results which are desired in 
order that marriage and family might minister most fully to 
the development of Christian personality. Part IV is de- 
voted to a consideration of the ways in which the church 
may go about achieving such results. This book is highly 
recommended for use with all church workers. Pastors, par- 
ents, and church-school leaders will find in the Family and 
Church practical help and specific suggestions for learning 
the meaning of a Christian family life. 

—ATuHA S. Bowman, Richmond, Virginia. 
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A HISTORY OF CHRISTIAN WORSHIP. By Oscar 
Hardman. Cokesbury Press. 261 pages. $3.00. 


In recent years there have appeared a number of books 
tracing the history and development of Christian Worship. 
This is one of the most compact, convenient and clear. 
An Anglican, professor of Pastoral and Liturgical Theology 
in the University of London, Dr. Hardman gives what 
some Presbyterians may think is a disproportionate amount 
of space to liturgical development. But non-liturgical 
churches are in a decided minority. And in Protestantism 
generally the author notes that “There is frequently to be 
heard a frank recognition of the regrettable loss which has 
been suffered through the abandonment of much of the 
Church’s devotional treasury.” Books of this sort help us to 
realize the riches of our Christian heritage. 

—Enrnest Trick THompson, Richmond, Va. 


THE DOCTRINE OF THE WORK OF CHRIST. By 
Sydney Cave. Cokesbury Press. 217 pages. $2.00. 


Sydney Cave, Principal of New College, London, and 
Professor of Theology in London University, is one of the 
outstanding English theologians. This book, based on his 
lectures to his students at London and Cambridge, is one of 
the clearest surveys of the development of the doctrine of 
the Work of Christ that has appeared in recent years. The 
penal theory he argues very strangely lacks support in the 
New Testament. The moral is in its extreme form also in- 
congruous with the witness of the New Testament. Christ’s 
Work for men is not a revelation of God’s love. It was 
that love in decisive and victorious action. This is in 
essence the patristic view, favored by Dr. Cave. There is 
an excellent bibliography. 

—Ernest Trice THOMPSON, 
Union Seminary, Richmond, Va. 


ARNOLD’S COMMENTARY. By Benjamin L. Olmstead. 
Light and Press. 334 pages. $1.00. 


This practical commentary on the International Lessons is 
now in its forty-fourth year, and seems to be growing in 
popularity. It is a book to be commended to Sunday-school 
teachers, who make use of the Uniform Lesson Series. There 
is a lesson suggestion for the Primary, Junior, Intermediate, 
Senior, and Adult Departments, along with the general lesson 
treatment. The outstanding characteristic of this commen- 
tary is its splendid outlines that give point and emphasis to 
each lesson. The content of this book is orthodox in its 
teaching, modern in its method, spiritual in its purpose, and 
practical in its application. The Sunday-school teacher will 
find it very helpful in the preparation of the 1938 lessons. 

—Jonn C. Srer, Fishersville, Virginia. 


ALCOHOLIC DRINK IN LIFE TODAY. By Harry S. 
Warner. The Methodist Book Concern. 32 pages. 25¢. 


This is one of the most recent study and discussion 
units that have been issued on the subject of the alcohol 
problem. There are five studies on the following topics: 
(1) The Desire for Alcoholic Enjoyment; (2) What Is 
Moderation and How? (3) Social Consequences of Alco- 
holic Drink; (4) Can It Be Controlled? (5) Doing Some- 
thing Constructive. The booklet is particularly designed 
for practical use by groups of young people and adults 
who wish to do some serious thinking on this important 
subject. It has been approved for use by the Committee 
on Curriculum of the Board of Education of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, and will, no doubt be used by 
groups in many denominations. : 
—Wattace M. Atston, Richmond, Virginia. 
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BIBLE TEACHINGS. By Robert Newton Waring. Flem- 
ing H. Revell. 63 pages. 75¢. 


A compact concordance and encyclopedia of Biblical sub- 
jects most often spoken of and preached on. The author 
gives a brief and clear-cut statement of the teaching of the 
Word on each topic. It is a pocket edition of only sixty- 
three pages, carefully prepared for the every-day reader’s 
comprehension. It is especially helpful in the abundance of 
Biblical references concerning each subject. It will be 
found especially acceptable to Bible students who espouse 
the dispensational, or pre-millienial doctrine. 

—S. L. Joexet, Austin, Texas. 


FOOTSTEPS IN A PARISH. By John Timothy Stone. 
W. A. Wilde Company. 98 pages. $1.00. 


The author of this little book, who is one of the great 
Presbyterians of our day, offers an invaluable contribution 
to those who would seek guidance along “the Jesus Way of 
Life,” for here one will find marked out in unmistakable 
footprints a beaten path down the King’s Highway. In the 
words of the author: “One cannot but believe that ministers 
as well as seminary students should indeed gain a blessing 
in the consideration of one whose life reflected his Master 
so unmistakably.” In describing Dr. M. D. Babcock as a 
man in whom was found much of the graciousness of the 
spirit of Christ, Dr. Stone unwittingly gives us a word pic- 
ture of his own life. To read of such a magnificent life as the 
one here described is to determine to “grow” in His likeness, 

—J. J. Haves, Winston-Salem, North Carolina. 


THE CHRISTIAN GENTLEMAN. By William H. 
Ridgeway. W. A. Wilde Company. 143 pages. $1.25. 


A delightfully interesting and helpful book. The author, 
well-known for his discussion of the Sunday-school lessons 
in the Sunday School Times, is a business man of genuine 
religion and wide experience in both the economic and social 
world. He does a splendid job of presenting “Religion with 
a Smile,” and his book will leave you with a firm conviction 
that there is more fun in a religious life than in any other 
kind. The book is full of good stories, and you will want to 
read it at one sitting. Buy it and read it; and then lend it. 

—O. C. WitiaMson, High Point, North Carolina. 


THE WOMAN WHO ROSE AGAIN. By Gleb Botkin. 

Fleming H. Revell. 335 pages. $3.00. 

Did Anastasia, fourth daughter of the last Czar of Rus- 
sia, escape the violent death meted out to all the royal 
family? Is Anastasia still living in the “mystery woman” 
who appeared in 1920 under the identity of Mrs. 
Tschaikovsky, the widow of a Pole who claimed to have 
rescued and supported her? (How he rescued her is one 
of the thrills of the book.) Such much-debated questions 
as these are what Gleb Botkin claims to have answered in 
the affirmative, through his book, The Woman Who Rose 
Again. Whether or not its reading will convince you must 
depend upon your interpretation and evaluation of what 
the author so earnestly sets down. The fact that Botkin, a 
son of the court physician who perished with the Czar, was 
so intimately acquainted with Anastasia up to her eighth 
year gives real force to many startling instances of her re- 
membrance of childhood happenings, and her possession of 
very distinctive features and traits, which he brings for- 
ward as proving this woman to be the Grand Duchess 
Anastasia. Gleb Botkin, without any doubt is sure that 
“this woman is either the Grand Duchess Anastasia or 4 
miracle.” 

—ANNA BrancH Binrorp, Richmond, Virginia. 
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FOREIGN MISSIONS 


H. KERR TAYLOR, Editor MARGARET McNEILLY, Assistant Editor 
Box 330 Nashville, Tenn. 




















We Must Stand By 


Our whole Church is called to prayer for the Lord’s work in the Orient, in Africa, and in 
Latin America. This work goes forward only by prayer. 


A week is set aside for prayer and self-denial. The time is January 30 through February 6. 
Let us make mention of this in the church serv.ces and in group meetings. Many will plan to 
spend a whole day in prayer during that time. 


There is much to thank God for in our service. New fields opened and opposition over- 
come in Africa. Wide open doors in Brazil. Continuing opportunities in Mexico. Some 
schools have been closed in Korea, but greater service is possible in other lines there. Hearts 
in Japan and in China are opening wide to the comfort and trust that the gospel inspires. 
This surely is a day of opportunity for which all the past days of our largely blessed service 
have been preparing. 


Let us confess our want of sympathetic concern for peoples in great spiritual need; our 
failure to see these fields with a heart anything like that of our Saviour; our own share in the 
guilt of nations at war that in our day surely might have known more of the blessing and peace 


of the gospel of love. 


Let us pray God for a worthier support of this tried and blessed service. Let us pray that 
the large emergency expense in China, estimated at $100,000, may be given in addition to the 
offering of something more than this sum which we usually give at this time. Let us ask God 
to send into this service many of our finest sons and daughters. Let us pray that, during these 
days of strain and stress on all our mission fields, the steadfast and loving service of our workers 
may be used to bear a testimony unique in its timeliness and value. 


Let us commit ourselves wholly to this service. Not a mite, a child, an hour, a life, would 
we withhold. Let us see this unfinished task overseas in the light of the eternal years just ahead 
and of God’s great gift of His Son to the world. This service needs the codperation of men and 
women who will share with a definite, earnest, and personal sense of responsibility. 


“Gather my saints together unto me; those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice.” 


a ae 
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Ten of the eleven Wang children 


HERE is a river, the streams whereof shall 


make glad the city of God, the holy place of 
the tabernacles of the Most High.” 

Strange statement this! Jerusalem has no river 
around it, but only a sluggish stream, active only 
when swollen by rains. The city within was dry, 
except for an inadequate water supply from cisterns 
and wells. “A river”—‘streams’—what can this 
mean? Is it a prophecy concerning the modern 
water system which has been installed by the British 
since General Allenby entered Jerusalem after the 
Great War? 

There must be a deeper meaning. This prophecy 
can refer to nothing less than “Be still and know that 
I am God. I will be exalted among the nations. I will 
be exalted in the earth.” 

Here is a mystical river issuing from the City of 
God, dividing into many streams and flowing 
throughout the whole earth. Ezekiel also saw the 
same vision in his day: “Waters issued out from 
under the threshold of the house.” .. . “The waters 
thereof issue out of the sanctuary; and the fruit 
thereof shall be for food, and the leaf thereof for 
healing.” 

How the spiritual waters gushed forth at Pente- 
cost when were gathered together “devout men 
from every nation under heaven,’ who became 
channels of blessing to the places from which they 


Streams of Influence 


A Story 


By P. FRANK PRICE 


came. And this mystical stream has been flowin 
on ever since. The sources of the River of God 
break forth within regenerated human hearts. “On 
the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood 
and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come 
unto me and drink. He that believeth on me, as the 
scripture hath said, from within him shall flow rivers 
of living water.” A. S. V. 

Rivers begin with rivulets, and He who does not 
break the bruised reed or quench the smoking flax 
will not despair of the small and struggling stream. 

What a stream of blessing flowed from John the 
Baptist. “Behold the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sin of the world.” It was on the second 
day when he repeated this that Andrew heard it and 
followed Jesus and found Him. And he brought to 
Jesus his brother Simon, who afterward became the 
winner of thousands of souls. And one day in the 
house of Cornelius this stream broke the bounds of 
Judaism and began to flow out to the whole world. 
What a stream began with Mary of Bethany, the 
story of whose devotion has stirred hearts whereever 
the gospel is preached. 

; Coming nearer to our own day and our own 
missionary task, let us try to follow a few of these 
streams of blessing. Let us endeavor to seek their 
sources, chart their courses, and see how they are 
finally lost sight of in the River of God that flows 
on and on unto the perfect day. 

Let us begin with a young man of old Mt. Zion 
Church, South Carolina, who was accustomed to 
preach to the Negroes in the church grove. His 
heart was kindled with love for the colored race and 
he became a missionary to Africa. There John 
Leighton Wilson labored eighteen years. While 
trying to enlighten and uplift those distressed peo- 
ples, his soul was fired with indignation against the 
slave trade. One day he saw a large company of 
black men and women crowded, bound, and chained 
on a trade ship in a way that sickened his soul with 
the thought of man’s inhumanity to man. Deter- 
mined to do something about it, he made representa- 
tion to Lord Palmerston, then premier of Great 
Britain. On the strength of that letter Lord Palmer- 
ston took initial steps that led eventually to Eng- 
land’s war against and the final suppression of the 
slave trade. 

The life of Dr. John Leighton Wilson was written 
by Hampden C. DuBose, a missionary to China. 
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Missions 


Dr. DuBose saw in China a slavery to opium even 
more widespread than the slave trade of Africa. 
Remembering Dr. Wilson’s bold venture in Africa, 
he wondered if something could not be done about 
the curse of opium in China, which threatened to 
debauch and debase a whole nation. But what could 
be done? Many said it was as hopeless to try to 
cleanse the Augean stables. But DuBose got others 
enlisted in an apparently feeble effort to induce the 
ruler of China, the old Empress Dowager to act. 
In May, 1906, a petition couched in proper Chinese 
language and sent through accredited official chan- 
nels was signed by 1200 missionaries and was duly 
transmitted to the imperial throne. This petition 
prayed that an edict be issued ordering the sup- 
pression within ten years of the cultivation and con- 
sumption of opium. In September of the same year 
there was issued an imperial proclamation couched 
in language almost identical with that of the petition, 
commanding that the opium evil be suppressed with- 
in ten years. This was carried out to no small extent, 
and, though there have been setbacks since, yet 
today the evil of opium, so far as the Chinese gov- 
ernment is concerned, is being abolished. Thus be- 
gan in Africa a great reform in China. Streams of 
influence overleap the barriers of space and of race. 

Often two streams of influence flow together to 
make a third. 

In southern Chekiang province a China Inland 
missionary was the means of leading to Christ a 
Chinese storekeeper, C. T. Wang by name. Wang 
was an opium addict, a drunkard, and a gambler. 
When he became a Christian he not only gave up 
his evil habits but he determined to close his shop on 
Sunday, putting up the sign “Chin Eh’r Lipai,” “To- 
day is worship day.” It was a courageous venture, 
for his was the only store in town that honored the 
Sabbath day. Wang won the general respect of his 
neighbors for his consistent Christian character, and 
when he died he was given a funeral such as never 
had been seen in that town before. Mr. Wang had 
a beloved son to whom he gave the name of Joseph. 
He gave him also such Christian education as he was 
able. Joseph went to the Christian medical school in 
Soochow conducted by Dr. J. R. Wilkinson, and, 
after further study in Japan, began the practice of 
medicine. 

Here we leave Joseph for a moment to trace 
another stream which began with one of our South- 
ern Presbyterian missionaries, Dr. John W. Davis 
of Salisbury, North Carolina, who went as a mis- 
sionary to Soochow. Dr. Davis had a cook, T. S. 
Lew, a man of all work, above the usual class of 
servants, who began after his conversion to manifest 
studious and thoughtful habits. He was of the 

Brother Laurence” type and absorbed much of the 


teaching and personality of the scholarly Davis. 
Lew married a Christian wife. Their eldest daughter 
was Mary. 

Again, Miss Elizabeth Fleming was a teacher and 
a Christian worker in Augusta, Georgia. Later in 
life than is usual she went as a missionary to China, 
establishing a Girls’ School in Soochow. One of 
her pupils was Mary Lew in whom she took a 
special interest. She taught her to repeat the whole 
Gospel of Matthew, drilled her in the Catechism, 
and tried to inculcate in her high ideals of Christian 
womanhood. Joseph and Mary became engaged and 
were married with a Christian ceremony. No doubt 
the parents had much to do with the match, their 
first considerations being that they were both Chris- 
tians. Even Christians may not be congenial, but 
these were and their honeymoon has lasted through 
the years. They labored first at Kiangyin in Dr. 
George Worth’s hospital, and then at Changchow 
where Dr. Wang set up for himself. Dr. Wang (he 
signs himself Joseph L. King in English, Wang 
meaning King) established a hospital, small but 
independent of outside support. He employed one 
of his father’s friends, Elder Voong, as a full-time 
evangelist, to preach the gospel to the patients, and 
began to raise a fund to build a church to the mem- 
ory of his father. Dr. and Mrs. Wang established also 
a Christian school of which she became principal, 
giving much of her time, apart from her household 
duties, to this work. Dr. and Mrs. Wang gave a 
tenth and often more than a tenth of their income 
to the church, in addition to much voluntary serv- 
ice. The work of the Lord was their chief concern. 
They.were not afraid of bringing up children. They 
believed that the Lord would give them a quiver 
full, and, as an earnest of their faith, began to name 
their children after the nine fruits of the Spirit: 
Jen-ai (Love), Hsi-lu (Joy), Hoping (Peace), etc., 
musical in Chinese. In English they were Richard, 
Alice, Mary, Frank, and so on. And there were 
nine! The quota was full. Then a tenth came. Not 
to be outdone for a name they called her Chuante, 
“Perfect Fruit.” And then came another, “good 
measure, pressed down and running over.” Still re- 
sourceful, they called him Wai Teh, “More Abun- 
dant Fruit” (in English Benjamin). The oldest son 
is a fine young Christian doctor, and the other chil- 
dren are following on, one by one, taking their places 
as active outspoken Christians in church and com- 
munity. Who can measure the influence of such a 
family as leaven within the lump of Chinese society? 

Later on Dr. and Mrs. Wang moved from Chang- 
chow, where they had been such a tower of strength 
in the church, to Shanghai. There, instead of trying 
“to keep up with the Joneses,” a thing they might 
have done, if they had been a different sort, they 
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associated themselves with the Christian community. 
Dr. Wang, in endeavoring to find an outlet for his 
ureless Christian energy, conceived the idea of a 
Christian radio broadcasting station. This was es- 
tablished on the roof of the hospital building where 
he and his brother-in-law were working. Before 
long the gospel could be heard on the air within 
two or three hundred miles of Shanghai. I shall not 
forget the thrill of its first Christian radio programs 
which I heard in China, when Dr. Wang and I were 
together by appointment in Changchow 100 miles 
from Shanghai on Sunday. After morning service 
he said: “Let us go around and see neighbor Chang, 
who has a radio receiving set, and hear the program 
I arranged in Shanghai before I left.” 

We went and there we heard song and Scripture 
and prayer, and a message on the Christian Home. 
I left, saying to myself, “Is this China?” 

Later on, and growing out of this first experiment, 
there was a radio broadcasting station established by 
a group of Christian men and women, led by the 
Christian philanthropist, K. S. Lee, who himself 
represents another stream of influence. And every 
day messages are sent out from the seventh floor of 
the Christian Literature Society Building. On week 
days the programs are partly religious and partly 
they relate to character building, Christian patriot- 
ism, family life, and social service. And for several 
hours on Sundays the gospel is directly proclaimed 
in song, Scripture, prayer, and preaching and these 
messages can be picked up all over China. 

As we go back to the early pioneer labors of Miss 
Elizabeth Fleming in her little school, and to Dr. 
John W. Davis with his first student, who had also 
been man of all work, we cannot possibly measure 
the streams of influence which through their humble 
labors were released. 

Sometimes a stream seems to be clogged or driven 
into the ground. And then it reappears. In the ceme- 
tery at Haichow, Ku., China, in the midst of ruins 
of the ald mission compound there, which was de- 
stroyed in 1927, there are eight graves, four of mis- 
sionaries, and four of missionary children. There is 
the tombstone of Mrs. Vinson, mother of sorrows, 
who died ten or more years ago. Another reads, 
“John Walker Vinson. Born 1880; captured by ban- 
dits, November 1, 1930; killed November 3, 1930.” 
The story of his being beheaded by his cruel captors 
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will be recalled by many. That seemed to be the 
end of a chapter. But there are other chapters. On 
his way to execution Mr. Vinson was asked by a 
bystander if he was afraid to die? No, he was not 
afraid to die. “Afraid to Die” is the title of a poem 
written by E. H. Hamilton and inspired by John 
Vinson’s courage in the face of death. That poem, 
widely quoted, was of strength to John and Betty 
Stam as they faced their martyrdom some years 
later. There is a highway from Haichow down to 
Yang Chia Chi, the bandit lair where Vinson’s blood 
was shed, from which the bandits have fled. That 
road was built by Red Cross funds, under the super- 
vision of a missionary. Down where the bandits had 
their “hour of darkness,” there are now scores of 
Christian inquirers. And the surviving children of 
Mr. and Mrs. Vinson, two sons and a daughter, in- 
stead of allowing hatred and vengeance to prevail, 
desire to return as missionaries to China and “teach 
the Chinese how to love.” 


Streams of influence! How feeble and ineffectual 
they often seem to be. But how wise and powerful 
God is. As the rain comes down, and the snow from 
heaven, and returns not thither but waters the earth 
and maketh it bring forth and bud, so dedicated 
lives and loving service are working together toward 
the making of a new heaven and a new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness. 


These mystical streams cannot be stopped by up- 
heaval of confusion. Opposition and persecution can 
no more hinder them than they can hinder the sun- 
light. “Therefore will not we fear, though the 
earth be removed, and though the mountains be 
carried into the midst of the sea. God is in the midst 
of her.” 


Only faintly and imperfectly can we trace these 
streams of influence down here below. But in that 
perfect service above we shall be able to listen to 
story after story—more thrilling than any romance 
—of streams of blessing that began in consecrated 
human lives and never ceased to flow until lost in the 
River of Water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding 
out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. 


“And on this side of the river and on that was the 
tree of life, bearing twelve manner of fruits . . . and 
the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations.” A.S. V. 





FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Receipts—April 1, 1936—January 1, 
Receipts—April 1, 1937—January 1, 


Decrease for nine months 


*Includes Jubilee Offering, $65,322.04. 


oer $373,712.23* 
seebicciuae aie 296,491.40 





PR Mere ene te ny $ 77,220.83 
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In Memoriam—Mrs. Katherine Bird Talbot 


By H. Kerr Taytor 


born in the old Bird home in the Mulberry 

community near Shelbyville, Kentucky, on 
November 4, 1880. She was the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. George Bird, highly respected citizens of that 
state, and her childhood and youth were spent in an 
environment of the finest Southern traditions. 

On September 12, 1905, she became the wife of 
the Rev. Addison A. Talbot, and shortly thereafter, 
on November 2 5, they sailed for China as mission- 
aries of our Church. 

The whole of their missionary life together was 
spent at Tsing-Kiang Pu in our North Kiangsu Mis- 
sion. Returning to this country on furlough in 
August, 1937, Mr. and Mrs. Talbot sought rest and 
refreshment in the beautiful old home of her child- 
hood. Though seemingly in good health, after a few 
months a heart ailment developed, and on Decem- 
ber 1, 1937, she was suddenly called to her heavenly 
home. She went without pain after thirty-two years 
of magnificent missionary service. Her husband and 
five splendid sons mourn her loss. These sons are 
Addison A. Talbot, Jr., a student in Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary, Decatur, Ga.; Rev. George Bird 
Talbot, who, with his wife, is a missionary in 
Suchowfu, Ku., China; Charles Finley Talbot, of 
Detroit, Michigan; and Hampton Venable Talbot 
and William Hanna Talbot, students in the Presby- 
terian College of South Carolina, in Clinton, South 
Carolina. 

Thus closes an earthly life of singular interest and 
rare attractiveness to American Presbyterianism. 
That life leaves a memory that will linger as a bless- 
ing through the years, and of which it is a joy to 
speak. 

She was a woman of rare Christian beauty. To see 
her with her children about her; to know something 
of her deep devotional life; to catch a glimpse 
from time to time of the hopes she held for her 
Lord’s Kingdom; to see her facing deep and cruel 
sorrow with a never flinching faith; these combined 
to make one thank God for the privilege of wit- 
nessing such a testimony to his reality among men, 
Well does one recall the day when the dear little 
daughter in the home, the only one among her 
brothers, was laid away in an alien soil, and how 
the beauty and the serenity of that Christian 
mother’s life shone like a beacon to all who were 
about her. 


Mi‘ KATHERINE BIRD TALBOT was 


And hers was a life of Christian love. How the 
Chinese loved her! Rich and poor, those with pres- 
tige and those in poverty and rags. Hundreds of 
men and women on two continents will mourn her 
passing, the passing of one whose life radiated sym- 
pathy, understanding, and helpfulness. One thinks 
of the smiles and the affection that greeted her as 
she made her way by day and night through the 
dark streets of the filthy little Oriental town. By 
this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye have love. 

She was also a woman of Christian courage. Her 
whole service in China was spent in an area rife with 
unspeakable lawlessness. The field in which she and 
her husband served was chronically menaced by 
banditry. Villages and towns in that field were often 
attacked by night; the crack of rifles and the burn- 
ing of settlements were constant occurrences. 
Through it all she went calmly on her way. The 
people were there, the poor lost people whom she 
loved and for whom she would give her life. She 
was never perturbed by her husband’s absences out 
in that field, rather urging him on with his errands 
up and down those needy though dangerous ways. 
And she shared their woes. Here was another of 
whom the world was not worthy. 

And hers was a life of Christian sacrifice. Reared 
in culture and refinement, in the finest traditions of 
Southern life, she knew what it was to leave father 
and mother and home and loved ones for Christ’s 
sake. She knew what it meant to lay down her life. 
Up and down those little streets and roads in that 
faraway land, she laid it down every day. And the 
joy that shone in her face was the ample evidence 
that she had received the hundredfold. 

Such a life says to Presbyterians in her Southland 
that this work must go on. We must build on these 
foundations so nobly and sacrificially laid. Such a 
life and such a service, we must not allow to be given 


in vain. It is ours to carry on this service for which 
she lived and died. 


He is counting on you. 

O, the wonder and grace 
To look Christ in the face, 
And not be ashamed! 


For she gave what He claimed, 

And she laid down her all, 

For His sake, at His call. 

He had counted on her, and she failed not. What then! 
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Pray for China 


By ANNIE R. 


UR daily work now is that of intercession for 
this country of our adoption and its stricken 
population. We gather daily at the church 

here (Tsingtao) for prayer, and we ourselves are 
receiving a great blessing, and we have God’s blessed 
promises, that he will hear and answer prayer. 
They have at the head of this nation two people 
who command the love and respect of both Chinese 
and foreigners. They, the Generalissimo and 
Madame Chiang Kai-Shek, are giving themselves in 
unselfish devotion for the good of these four hun- 
dred million people, and are setting them the ex- 
ample of sacrificial love and duty. Daily, morning 
and evening, they take time for Bible reading and 
prayer. Their duties are arduous in this critical time 
in the history of China. A lady who knows them 
well said to me recently that she does not believe 
that either of them misses a day in observing their 


*Miss Annie R. V. Wilson is an evangelistic missionary whose 
station is Hangchow, Che., China. She has served our Mid-China 
Mission twenty-nine years. 


V. WILson* 


“quiet hours” with their Bibles and prayer. I hope 
all of you heard Madame Chiang’s broadcast over 
the radio to the nations of the world on September 
12, 1937. 

The Chinese are a peace-loving people, but in 
this conflict they have shown that when it is neces- 
sary they can fight, whether as infantry, with artil- 
lery, or in the air. Their enemy has for a long time 
been preparing for war, and the Chinese have noth- 
ing like the equipment they have. However, they 
are standing bravely against great odds. No doubt 
our newspapers in the U.S.A. are giving you daily 
news from the battle front. 

I am writing at this time to appeal to you, and 
all Christians, to join us in fervent, importunate 
prayer for this land. I cannot describe to you the 
suffering and agony of this nation, at this time, in 
this ruthless war. Thousands of noncombatants 
have been killed and wounded by aerial bombing; 
while multitudes of frightened people are running 
here and there seeking places of safety. Our hearts 
are distressed over the suffering and afflicted people. 





The Work of Chinese Christian Women 


By Mrs. M. 


REAT NESS in any individual is the result and 

fruit of elements of greatness in the social 

system and in individuals of that society in 
which their lot is cast. 

Chinese women are great because of the elements 
of greatness in the everyday life of this ancient, and 
in many respects noble people. How often do we 
admire the heroism they display in the face of the 
most adverse circumstances, though poverty- 
stricken, yet unfailing in courtesy and pleasant ways. 

Let me mention a few of these elements. 

Family love—intense for husband, child, father, 
mother, higher generations, nephews, nieces. The 
sacrifices made by mothers, wives, sisters, aunts are 
wonderful. And, though until recently behind the 
curtain of the inner apartment, the hand that rocked 
the cradle has been a ruling one in the destinies of 
dynasties and the fortunes of families. ° 

The Chinese woman is enterprising. She travels— 
on foot, on cow back, by chair, steamer, train, 
motor. A party of school girls will walk sixty miles 
to school and back again at the close of the session. 


*Mrs. Moore is a member of the Scotch Mission stationed at 
Ichang, China. The following article was given before the 
Women’s Convention held in Kuling, China, August, 1937, and 
was sent to us by Mrs. H. W. White of Yencheng, China. 


E. Moorr* 


She loves study; she thirsts for knowledge, and 
her ambition takes her into the professions—medi- 
cine, law, theology, education, typewriting, clerk- 
ing, police service, and even into the army. 

If genius is capacity for taking pains, she possesses 
it—witness her embroideries, her sewing on clothes 
and shoes, her cooking, etc. 

Persevering. Let her grasp an idea and it becomes 

fixed, and though it takes years she follows on until 
she gains her object. What is greatness? The ca- 
pacity and will to do well and thoroughly the work 
God intended each to do—not measured by size. 
The horseshoe nail that was out of place would have 
saved a kingdom, was therefore a great failure. 
__ In thinking of the work of China’s daughters in 
the church, I remember the heroines whose deeds 
are recorded in the Sacred Word of God. Are their 
successors found among us? Surely. Hannah, the 
woman of prayer, faith, and song. Here is Mrs. 
Se. She believed the gospel—a son was granted in 
answer to prayer. Her husband was converted. They 
opened a gospel hall next door to their home for 
prayer, praise, and testimony. 

Deborah. Thank God that she is still among us. 
How much we owe to her courage in the troubles 
of such times as ’26 and ’27, when she faced soldiers, 
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officers, and communists, and was able to preserve 
mission ay 0 and to do much to encourage and 
strengthen the earful. 

Martha is still busy with much serving. Is there an 
entertainment, a reception, a farewell? There she is, 
arranging the tables, directing the preparation of 
the tea and cakes, welcoming the guests, here, there, 
and everywhere, seeing to many things. But, like 
the original Martha, she too has a vision of higher 
things. The Lord revealed the secret of His resur- 
rection power to Martha, and our Martha, too, 
serves in the higher things, and as deacon or elder 
serves the sacred elements to the congregation of the 
saints at the Lord’s Table. (Scotch Mission.) 

Mary. Morning and evening find her with the 
Word before her, and at prayer. She has ever a 
helpful word when she takes a meeting or speaks to 
a friend. Her alabaster box of precious ointment is 
there—she loves to give. I find her sometimes in the 
prison; a repentant Mary Magdalene—loving and 
serving the Lord. How precious the hardly-saved 
sixty cents is from such as these! 

Dorcas has still a needle in her hand, making gar- 
ments for famine and fire sufferers; the poor and the 
blind. Sometimes she weaves bandages for the hos- 
pitals or builds a guest room for guests; or interests 
herself in foreign mission work—at times making 
gifts for the Home Board. 

Phoebe—the succorer of many and of myself 
also. How I love her! What untiring help through 
many years she has gladly given. Early in the morn- 
ing, late at night, she is ever ready. How many she 
has helped! Orphans, cripples, homeless, hopeless, 


prisoners—all come within her fold—and to us from 
overseas she is a support and inspiration. 


Persis I always imagine to have been an old lady— 
beloved of all. Such we have known. But I think 
of a group of old, crippled, destitute save for public 
charity; women whose “work” is to pray while we 
who are younger work. How happy they are in 
doing this service! They are ignorant and unlearned, 
but they have been with Jesus and know His love, 
and rejoice to be able to do something for Him and 
His work. 


Priscilla has led her husband to a head knowledge 
of the gospel, and in a dramatic way the Lord 
led Aquila into the light. A soldier—he spoke 
unadvisedly, and with eight others was condemned 
to death. On the execution ground he asked per- 
mission to pray. It was granted, and kneeling before 
the Lord he earnestly sought forgiveness. The eight 
others also knelt. An officer coming to the scene 
said, “I see you are all repentant. I dislike taking 
life. You are all pardoned.” When settled in a new 
position this Aquila and Priscilla made their home 
a church—a light in a dark place. 


Besides the voluntary workers there is the great 
host of splendid women engaged by and in the 
mission work: evangelists, doctors, nurses, teachers, 
secretaries, and others whose work we all know and 
appreciate. How valuable their devoted, enthu- 
siastic, loyal, enterprising, and painstaking service! 
Surely we have every reason to thank God for them 
and to believe that He who began a good work in 
them will carry it on to perfection. 





Hidden Treasure 


Trace some of the “Streams of Influence” that have 
gone out from America to the foreign fields. 


What are the names of Dr. Wang’s children? 


Draw some lines of similarity between some Chris- 


on Chinese women and those mentioned in the 
ible. 


What ceremony in Old Peking made a delicate 
surgical operation “right and proper”? 


How was the invitation to the Chinese dinner 
worded? 


Arrivals and Departures 


ARRIVALS 
From China—Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Gieser 
Rev. and Mrs. E. H. Hamilton 
Mrs. R. J. McMullen 
Dr. and Mrs. Norman Patterson 
Dr. and Mrs. R. B. Price 
Dr. and Mrs. John Reed 
Mrs. A. D. Rice 
Miss Margaret P. Wood 
From Korea—Miss Lillian Austin 
Miss Florence Root 


DEPARTURES 


To Brazil—Miss Margaret Douglas 
To Mexico—Rev. W. A. Ross 




















Nom 


> 
ey 











Peking: “Marble Boat” at Summer Palace 


OLD PEKING 


By THomas CocHRANE* 


N the closing years of the last century, when we 
first visited the city, Peking presented a different 
appearance from the Peiping of today. 

When, in those days, we walked on the wall and 
looked over the northern city, there were com- 
paratively few buildings of foreign design to be 
seen, and the courtyards had so many trees that the 
city looked like a forest in which numerous one- 
storeyed buildings, with tiled roofs and tiled eaves, 
had been built. Here and there could be seen the 
beautiful blue roof tiles of the homes of imperial 
Manchu families, and, in the center of the city, the 
yellow roofs of the imperial palace buildings. 

Then, as now, the problem was how to establish 
friendly relations; but then the difficulties seemed 
almost insuperable. Foreigners were suspected, 
hated, and despised, and one of the best methods of 
approach was through the healing ministry of the 
medical missionary, who touched every class from 
the beggar, lying frost-bitten at the foot of the city 
wall, to the proud exclusive circles of the court. 

A personal reminiscence, illustrating how court 
circles were touched in those anti-Christian days, 
may be of interest. A duchess, a lady in waiting to 
the famous Tzu Hsi, Emperor Dowager of the 


*Dr. Cochrane is Editor of World Dominion, and it is with his 
permission that we use his editorial which appeared in a recent 
issue of that Quarterly Review. 


Chinese Empire, came to consult me. An operation 
was advised and she and her waiting-maids were 
given rooms in the little hospital of those days. One 
day my wife went in to visit her and was greatly 
astonished when the duchess knelt at her feet and 
kotowed to her, while the waiting-maids formed a 
kneeling semi-circle behind their mistress. This 
ceremony made my wife the sister of the duchess, 
and I became her brother-in-law, and was then in a 
relationship which made the performance of the 
needful delicate operation right and proper! 

When the duchess returned to her duties at court, 
she was immediately closely questioned by the Em- 
press regarding her experiences. Among other ques- 
tions she was asked if she had a photograph of her 
brother-in-law, and when she replied in the negative, 
she was commanded to invite me to be photographed 
beside her. This photograph was duly taken and 
presented to her Majesty. The duchess was then 
asked what she had done to show her gratitude, and 
was ordered to take gifts to me and money to the 
hospital. 

Contacts and services and “expert friendship” of 
this kind dispelled prejudice, created an atmosphere 
of good will, and engendered in many cases real 
affection which had a spiritual fruitage. Today 
Christianity is one of the religions of China, and 
China’s president is a Christian, On the site of the 
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modest beginning of medical mission- 
ary work in Peking there stands today 
one of the finest medical institutions 
in the world, an institution which was 
described by a high official as one of 
the greatest examples of Christian 
altruism in the history of the world. 


Peking: Union Medical College. Rocke- 
feller gave six million dollars gold for the 
building 





Homes in Old Peking’ 


By Mrs, James P. Leynse* 


Orn evangelistic work in Peiping covers a 
large, densely populated area in the northern 
and western parts of the city, which section 
has a population of something like two hundred 
thousand people. Therefore a report of what I am 
doing near the Old Peace Gate of Peiping can be 
only a “ts’" chib ta yeh” (a thick branch and a big 
leaf), which means a general outline only. 

The daily life of a missionary’s wife in China is 
one of widespread interests, requiring a keen sense 
of sympathy and understanding, and an international 
outlook. It is a constant joy to be called to bring 
Christ Jesus as a personal Saviour and regenerator 
of life to the Chinese women of my neighborhood. 
Life here brings the realization of the need for 
setting the authority of the spiritual realm above 
that of materialism, superstition, and sin. 

I started out in my missionary career to be an 
advocate for Christ, but I have discovered that what 
Christ really wants is for us to be His witnesses only. 
In daily contacts with the Chinese I constantly real- 
ze that Christianity is judged more by life than by 
doctrine, by the acts of this church member and that 
missionary, and by those books and papers of the 
West which happen to reach the people here. There 
is no better means of growth in the Christian life 
than that of telling others of one’s own spiritual 
interests. My aim is to show forth Christ in all 
His richness by an intimate and close walk with 
Him. When Nathanael in his unbelief wanted to 
discuss Jesus with Philip, Philip answered: “Come 
and see.” At Peiping I have experienced the value 





_ “Mrs, Leynse has had many years’ experience as a missionary 
in China with the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. 
tUsed by permission of World Dominion. 


of that sentence. Through Christians living Christ 
I have seen miraculous changes come in the lives of 
many people. 

Our home is in the center of my work. We almost 
live in public, for our doors are seldom locked. 


There is a continuous coming and going of volunteer - 


helpers, evangelists, Bible-women, friends, neighbors, 
members of classes, and enquirers. Our volunteer 
helpers almost feel that our home is their own. 
Many new-born Christians bring us their joys and 
triumphs as well as their problems and disappoint- 
ments. Many souls seeking a way to free themselves 
from idolatry find a genuine welcome here. In testi- 
monies of experience I have heard people indicate 
our study, our living-room, dining-room and guest 
room as places where they first met Jesus Christ. 
Some of these new converts, like Mrs. Chia and her 
daughter, absorb a great deal of time and energy. 
For months they had been regularly visited. An 
idol of the devil stood in their tiny living-room. 
Slowly the daughter had become devil-possessed. 
But prayer and careful guidance enabled them to 
find victory. Both of them entered one of our Bible 
classes and are now accepted as candidates for bap- 
tism. 

In the hours spent with Chinese visitors, contacts 
are made which open the way for later service. 
Sometimes there is a succession of visitors through- 
out the day. There always seems to be someone 
soliciting a job, a woman left without support, a 
destitute old man to be put in a charitable home, or 
a family without shelter, telling tales of calamity, 
and expecting encouragement and help. There are 
also calls of the local gentry, politely enquiring into 
Western modes of living. 

So keen have some been to understand Western 
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Peking: One of the palaces 


customs that invitations to sumptuous Chinese din- 
ners of thirty dishes have been frequently extended 
to us in exchange for simple foreign meals. Such an 
invitation may ~ yead: “Honorable Friends, I have 
decided upon the eleventh moon, the fourth day, 
Saturday, six o’clock in the evening, at the restau- 
rant ‘The Sea of the Ten Buddhist Monasteries,’ 
in “The Hall of the Worthy Company,’ to hold a 
Middle Country (China) and Western Country 
social gathering and to prepare an evening meal. 1, 
therefore, especially request you to lay aside all 
duties and to lend your illustrious light to this joy- 
ful occasion. I send herewith happiness without 
measure. Most respectfully yours.’ 

Other visitors may be one of the evangelists who 
wants to talk over difficulties or to report on ac- 
tivities, or a church member who wishes to share 
problems and to seek advice. The making of friends 
through personal talks has been one of my chief 
joys in mission work. Often soul-w inning has its 
origin in friendships. 

Naturally a mother’s interests center around the 
home. Nearly all those I visit contain large families. 
In them there may be grandfathers endowed with 
the full authority of years; grandmothers dulled by 
decades of close confinement; fathers and mothers 
open to the new tide of change, and sons and 
daughters who have thrown overboard all that 
savours of antiquity and long-accepted customs; 
young people who have definitely done away with 
the multiplicity of Chinese idols, but who as yet have 
found nothing spiritual in their stead. How to reach 
these people and bring them to Jesus Christ is my 
daily problem. It is my constant aim to make our 
Chinese churches face this need, and to take as a 
motto “The Homes of China for Christ.” Many 
earnest church members have joined in organizing 
visiting groups. We invite the fathers and sons to 


Bible classes in Chinese or Eng- 
lish, and the women and girls to 
our women’s meetings, mothers’ 
and girls’ clubs. For the illiterate 
among them we have simple 
classes, and for the children there 
are Sunday schools. 

One of the best ways to reach 
these people is to form groups of 
personal friends who have be- 
come enthusiastic believers in the 
Lord Jesus Christ and who are 
eager to make personal friend- 
ships with their non-Christian 
neighbors. These women make 
up volunteer bands for systematic 
home visiting. Every week I 
spent many hours visiting with 
them. 

Peiping has frequent dust storms which make life 
on the streets very disagreeable, but never yet have 
we experienced a dust storm fierce enough to keep 
the women from going forth to take the glad 
tidings to their neighbors. The gem of many con- 
versions which resulted from visiting in the “homes 
this year was that of old Mr. and Mrs. Wei. Mrs. 
Wei, though living in the same home as her husband, 
had not spoken a single word to him in thirty-eight 
years. She belonged to a wealthy family and had 
married y oung. Three days after her baby was born, 
her husband brought a concubine to the home. She 
almost broke down with grief prostrated herself 
before ““Niang Niang” the idol of mothers, and made 
a vow never to speak to her husband again. She had 
led a life of misery and had become a gambler. 
Through her extravagant ways the prosperity of 
the home disappeared. As a result of much personal 
work by some of our volunteer workers the husband 
came to some of our evangelistic meetings and 
gradually became a changed man, truly converted. 
Then one day while I was again calling upon the 
bitterly sarcastic old woman, now reduced to pov- 
erty, the barriers broke down. The story of sin, 
misery, the years of carefully cultivated hate was 
poured out, and as a freed woman, she took her first 
steps on the road to the abundant life. It was a 
triumphant moment one day to see the husband and 
wife coming together through our gate to attend a 
two weeks’ class in lay leadership. The change seen 
in this home is a marvelous revelation to the neigh- 
borhood and a powerful witness for Christ. They 
are now inviting their neighbors to share in their 
“morning watch.” 

Sometimes I find my way to homes no larger than 
an elevator in a department store, housing from 
(Continued on page 86) 
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After the fire in January, 1935 


IRE is always a tragedy and in this case it was 
Rix Chunju Mission Hospital which was com- 

pletely destroyed on January 9, 1935. 

The hospital had been built in 1912 and had served 
many people and shown the True Way to thou- 
sands. As we stood in the early morning looking at 
the leaping flames, we could not help having heavy 
hearts and feeling the depths of utter discourage- 
ment, for the records of years were nothing but 
ashes equipment, drugs, and all that goes to run a 
hospital, gone. 

The day after the fire the doctors were doing a 
major operation in an emergency room, carrying on 
with the few instruments that had been saved from 
the destruction of the day before. From then on all 
work was carried on in the small building that was 
formerly the dispensary. 

As soon as the news of the fire reached different 
localities, the Christians took up collections as 
churches and as individuals for the reéstablishment 
of the medical work in Chunju. And so preparations 
were begun to rebuild the hospital building. While 
these preparations were being made, unsolicited 
gifts came in from friends and from those inter- 
ened i in the Lord’s work. 

On September 10, 1935, the cornerstone was laid 
with appropriate exercises, and on January 24, 1936, 
just a vear after the fire, the first patient was ad- 
mitted to the new building, and since then the hos- 
pital has been caring for patients. 





*Dr. Boggs is a medical missionary in charge of the mission 
hospital at Chunju, Korea. 











The new hospital of the Chunju Mission Hospital 


Chunju Hospital Burned and Rebuilt 


By L. K. 


Boccs* 


The new plant is all under one roof, which makes 
the work easier on the doctors. The new building 
has a capacity, at present, of sixty patients, with an 
average of thirty-five to forty in-patients all the 
time. There are two well-trained Korean doctors, 
graduates of our Christian medical school, who are 
in the work with me. The staff of nurses and helpers 
are all Christians who make it a part of their work 
to talk to each patient of Christ and of His healing 
power. Each member of the staff is a personal 
evangelist. 


Our gratitude goes to those who have been so in- 
terested in the work as to help in the rebuilding of 
this hospital; and most of all to the Heavenly Father 
who protected each of the thirty-six patients who 
were in the hospital at the time of the fire, also for 
His putting it into the hearts of so many to con- 
tribute to the rebuilding. Altogether there were 
about three thousand individuals who sent some- 
thing for the work. Many times it was only a few 
cents, but it brought love and sy mpathy that thou- 
sands of dollars could not bring, for it meant the giv- 
ing of the “widow’s mite.” 


The members of Chunju Mission Hospital wish to 
thank each person who has helped and will help in 
the work. 


The new hospital building stands on a hill over- 
looking the city, and will you pray that it may be as 
a city set ona hill whose light cannot be hid, and that 
through the ministry of healing thousands may turn 
to the Great Physician. 





Has your church doubled its usual Special Foreign Mission Offering during 
the period, January 30—February 6? Remember China’s emergency has 
doubled the need. 
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Mr. Murray and students. Mr. Murray next to the post, left of center 


Ed Murray—An Appreciation 


By Mepora Askew Morrow* 


HAVE not been asked to write this. No one 

knows that I am writing. But we are so crushed 

with personal grief and we feel so keenly the 
tremendous loss to Mexicans in the death of our 
valiant missionary, that we cannot keep silent. Truly 
a noble Jonathan has fallen in Israel this day. He 
was called by the missionary children “the Prince.” 
In character he was, and “his court consisted of 
scores of Mexican youth who could see in him 
princely virtues worthy of emulation. The better 
one knew him and the more intimate the relation, 
the more were respect and love engendered— 
courage, courtesy, and friendliness, coupled with 
tolerance, make for a rare character. But one im- 
portant thing was lacking—health. 

After the World War, the Mexico Mission 
appealed to the Executive Committee of Foreign 
Missions for recruits. Among those sent to help 
us evangelize our “new field” was a young man, 
looking like a college boy—but already a war vet- 


*Mrs. R. C. Morrow is an evangelistic missionary stationed at 
Zitacuaro, Michoacan, Mexico. 


eran. He had stood in muddy trenches in France, 
had gone over the top, had marched with shrapnel 
whizzing all around (on one march, the soldier next 
to him was decapitated), but even then the “pretty 
fireworks” made him feel more like a spectator than 
a participant in the hellish carnage. He was fear- 
less, but tender and gentle like Robert E. Lee— 
there was deep humility, no cant nor hypocrisy, 
no vaunting nor vanity. After the Armistice, he 
marched into Germany and unlearned many things 
he had been taught about Germans. These experi- 
ences took their toll. A delicate mechanism for 
digestion could not endure such abuse. The soldiers 
who lie in Flanders were not the only. ones who 
made the supreme sacrifice. 


On the mission field, when a job requiring courage 
was to be done, Ed Murray volunteered. During a 
revolution, he traveled on foot through fighting 
zones, to carry funds and supplies to marooned and 
isolated workers. He went on evangelistic trips, 
horseback or foot, into the wilds of Guerrero. His 
frail body was, nourished poorly and scantily w ith 
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Missions 


tortillas. Water was scarce and polluted. This work 
took its toll. 

After a serious operation, he worked as teacher 
in the Graybill Memorial School. Rare tact and 
consideration won for him a place in the hearts of 
the boys that is enjoyed by few foreigners. He 
taught them to play baseball and their team were 
champions of this region. He hiked with the stu- 
dents to near-by villages to carry on campaigns 
against alcohol. He instigated and successfully 
rendered a fiesta in the theatre to promote inter- 
national friendly relations. He used to take a group 
of boys in the Ford on evangelistic trips over untried 
roads. On one occasion they got hopelessly stuck. 
Nothing daunted they got a team of oxen to pull 
them out and up a hill from the “hot country” to 
the highlands. There was something in his looks 
and character that made us think of Lindbergh. 

His health was apparently so good that again he 
tried Guerrero. But malaris, amoeba, and sprue 
downed him periodically, and he knew he was play- 
ing a losing game. He gave up his beloved work 
most reluctantly and took a pastorate in Virginia. 
But he had dedicated his life to Mexico, and he 
yearned to work again with Mexicans. So he went 
to Texas and taught in the Texas-Mexican Industrial 
Institute. 

When death overtook him he was happier than 
he had been since he had left Mexico. He was serv- 
ing as evangelist for Tex-Mex Presbytery and pastor 
of a Houston congregation. An elder in his church 
was a former Zitacuaro boy who years ago had gone 
to Tex-Mex to learn a trade. 

There were several crises in Mr. Murray’s life, at 








Mr. Murray takes some missionary children on a hike 


any of which, if he had been called “Home,” he 
could have said truthfully, “J have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, 1 have kept the 
faith: henceforth there is laid up for me a crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, 
but unto all them also that love his appearing.” 
Who will follow in his train? 





Pray for Students and Teachers Abroad 


In Mexico and Japan, where such schools as exist 
are wholly of nationalist character. That the free- 
dom wherewith Christ sets men free may yet find 
Its way into the motives and lives of the rising gen- 
eration. 

In China, that peace and love and mutual respect 
and understanding may through Christ’s Spirit take 
the place of greed and hate and unbrotherliness. 
Pray especially for General and Madame Chiang Kai 
Shek and for Christian leaders and students in China. 


In Africa, that the yet unreached towns and vil- 
lages may have their chance. 

In Korea, that the problems of state religion and 
Christian education may in God’s providence be 
solved, and that closed doors of schools may be 
opened. 

In Brazil, that the present doors of opportunity 
may remain open to the service of our educational 
workers. That the number of our workers there 
may be greatly increased. 




















Happy Birthday to You! 


April 1—Miss Margaret Archibald, Japan. 

April 3—Mrs. S. R. Gammon, Brazil. 

April 3—Miss Sallie M. Lacy, China, retired. 
Home Address, 1106 Charles St., 
Fredericksburg, Va. 

April 5—Mrs. John Morrison, Africa. 

April 6—Miss Margaret Shelby, Mexico. 

April 8—Mrs. Motte Martin (U. S.). 

April 8—Mrs. P. Frank Price, China. 

April 9g—Rev. J. Kelly Unger, Korea. 

April 9—Miss —y! Smith, Mexico. 

April 11:—Mrs. H. T. Bridgman, China. 

April 11—Rev. Chas. W. Worth, Jr., China. 

April 11:—Mrs. K. T. Mosley, China. 

April 12—Mrs. L. Nelson Bell, China. 

April 14—Rev. T. L. Harnsberger, China. 

April 15—Mrs. F. W. Price, China. 

April 15—Rev. Hugh W. White, China. 

April 16—Miss Katherine C. Gray, Mexico. 

April 16—Dr. Jas. B. Woods, Jr., China. 

April 17—Mr. Wm. J. Anderson, Jr., Africa. 

April 17—Dr. A. A. McFadyen, China. 


April 17—Rev. W. B. Mcllwaine, “en, retired, 
Address, Heath Springs, S 
April 21—Rev. A. S. Maxwell, Brazil. 
April 22—Rev. Jas. O. Shelby, Mexico. 
April 23—Mrs. J. H. Brady, ‘Japan. 
April 2g—Rev. W. A. McIlwaine, Japan. 
April 24—Miss Margaret P. Wood, China. 
April 24—Rev. S. J. Sloop, Brazil. 
April 26—Miss Ethel E. Kestler, Korea. 
April 26—Mr. Wm. C. Worth, Africa. 
April 27—Miss Margaret Liston, Africa. 
April 28—Mrs. W. F. Junkin, China. 
April 29—Rev. J. K. Hobson, Africa. 
April 3o—Rev. J. F. Preston, Korea. 


Note:—A Birthday Card with signature only and wn- 
sealed, bearing a 12 cent stamp, may be mailed to any of 
the above, to the address which appears in the back of every 
other issue of this magazine. Star before the missionary’s 
name indicates “on furlough.” The home address will be 
supplied by the Educational Department, Box 330, Nashville, 
Tenn., on request. If cards are sealed, regular first-class 
postage must be paid—s cents to Africa, China, Japan and 
Korea. 3 cents to Brazil and Mexico. 


/ 





Homes in Old Peking (Continued from page 82) 


six to ten people, as well as those of wealth behind 
red lacquered gates, where one may wander from 
courtyard to courtyard. Some of the latter are un- 
believ ably luxurious, with a bevy of servants bow- 
ing me to the reception hall of the first lady of the 
house, where frequently at “a little dinner party” I 
am offered as many as forty dishes. The poor ones 
know nothing of ‘comfort—no chairs with backs, 
no rugs on the brick floors, no uplifting religion, no 
outlook, aspiration or hope. 

What wonderful changes have been seen through 
the faithful work of these groups of volunteers! The 
Chinese Church is becoming conscious of its inde- 
pendence and growing strength. For many years 
too much reliance has been upon the mission, but 
that feeling is changing. Yet the members recognize 
that Western Christians are able to make a real con- 
tribution, and come almost daily for coéperation and 
eer ere,” A number of things 
are preventing the growth and independence of the 
Church, such as the constant movement of the city 
population; the existing family clan system in which 
independent thinking and acting are discouraged; 


the large majority of women church members who 
are shy to take the lead wherever a man is present; 
the custom of linking up a proposed plan with the 
popularity of the person proposing it; these things 
call for unusual patience in the care and nurture of 


the Church. 


Opportunities Sox eeneneation tule the Sevier are 
manifold. I am preaching the Gospel on all sorts of 
occasions—at funerals, weddings, birthday parties; 
in little meetings in courtyards of the poor; w hile 
sitting cross-legged on the family beds in Chinese 
homes, in the tiny rooms of new brides, and in the 
ceremonial halls of the “grand old lady”; on street 
corners, in gospel halls and churches. Many are the 
opportunities offered and rarely indeed is any op- 
position met with. Real faith in the multitude of 
Chinese idols is seldom found, but interest in the 
Christian message is encountered every where. The 
spiritual hunger which is seen daily is both appalling 
and inspiring. If there ever was a glorious oppor- 
tunity in China for mission work it is now. (Writ- 
ten before the Sino-Japanese war began.) 
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Rev. U. D. Mooney, D. D. 


1878-1937 


HE Church has lost one of its most valuable 

ministers in the sudden death of Dr. U. D. 

Mooney of New Orleans, Louisiana. The 
writer knew him in the college days at Southwestern 
Presbyterian University at Clarksville, Tennessee. 
The warm friendship established there grew as the 
years passed by. He came as an immature lad to 
Clarksville, and graduated in both the academic and 
the theological departments, taking his B. D. in 1899. 
His first pastorate was at the Second Church, Bir- 
mingham, Alabama, where he served for fourteen 
years. 

In 1913 he was called to become pastor of the 
Napoleon Avenue Church of New Orleans, Loui- 
siana, where he served most acceptedly by seventeen 
years. Under his leadership the present splendid 
building was erected and the congregation grew 
in size of membership from fourth to first among 
the Presbyterian churches of the city. The New 
Orleans Times-Picayune, in an editorial comment 
immediately after his death, said in part: “It was 
largely through Dr. Mooney that the Napoleon 
Avenue Presbyterian Church rose to its command- 
Ing position.” 

_In 1930 he resigned this pastorate to devote his 
life to the Negro race in the congested area in the 
city of New Orleans. There he gathered about him 


a corps of workers, secured the use of an old aban- 
doned brick building that had at one time been a 
church for whites, and threw himself into this dif- 
ficult task with all the devotion and consecration 
for which he was so well known. He built up a 
work among the Negroes patterned largely after 
the work in Louisville developed by Dr. Little. 
There is perhaps no more difficult work for any 
white minister to undertake. But he never faltered. 
The foundations he laid will serve well for some 
other to carry on. The Berean Community Center 
stands today as a monument to the zeal and devo- 
tion of Dr. Mooney. 

His genial personality won for him friends not 
only among all the Presbyterian circles of New 
Orleans but far beyond the boundaries of his city 
and church as well. He numbered close friends 
among all classes and denominations. His big heart 
made him the “peacemaker” in any church court, 
committee, or group of which he was a member. 
In ministerial circles he was known and valued for 
his lack of any spirit of altercation. In all the years 
intervening since college days the writer does not 
recall ever having heard him speak in a derogatory 
way of anyone. As counsellor and friend for those 
in distress or trouble he was at his best. Truly a 
great Christian spirit has gone. M. 





The Day of Prayer for Schools and Colleges 
February 27, 1938 


\X THAT a multitude of young people are en- 


rolled in the schools and colleges of our land 
today! What a host of teachers and profes- 
sors are engaged in the task of preparing them for 
life! What a sacred trust to be thus at work with 
human lives for God! What a privilege to remember 
before the Mercy Seat these young folks and their 


teachers! Every thoughtful Christian will respond 
to this day of prayer with humility and enthusiasm. 

Surely each one who prays will remember 
definitely our home-mission schools with their 
splendid students and teachers. These schools are 
meeting the needs of the underprivileged peoples 
in our midst in such a way as to obviate the neces- 
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sity of their remaining underprivileged peoples. 
Young people, who might otherwise not have a 
chance at an education are being given that oppor- 
tunity, and at the same time the future leaders of 
the Church among these peoples are being dis- 
covered, trained and developed. 

Who can estimate the value of our mission 
schools among the Negroes, the Indians, the moun- 
tain people, the Mexicans, and other foreign- 
speaking groups? The enlightenment of the mind 
plus the salvation of the soul will solve many of 
the vexing problems confronting these peoples to- 


February, 1938 


day. It is to the honor of the Church that she is 
holding out to them the sure solution. 

Such a task demands consecration, patience, and 
prayer on the part of the teachers and leaders. It 
requires ability, w illingness, and faith on the part 
of the young ‘people. It should receive the earnest, 
continued prayers of the members of the Church 
that is fostering it. 

Will you not remember on this day of prayer 
the students and teachers of our home-mission 
schools? 


C. Bi. P. 





A Bible School Among the Choctaws 


By Mrs. Gravy JAMES* 


N O’CLOCK, the hour for the opening of 
the Bible School, came and passed with no 

one in sight. It had rained the day before, 
all the creeks were up, and it was still cloudy; but 
we had hoped some might come. At nine-thirty, no 
one; at ten, still no one. We had tried to make sure 


*Mrs. Grady James, Talihina, Oklahoma, is one of our workers 
among the Choctaws. 





all our little Choctaws knew about the school. Was 
their racial shyness holding them away, or was it 
the weather? “About ten- thirty, looking out again, 
I saw four girls standing out in the road about 
fifty yards from the dour. I went out to talk with 
them and to invite them in. One of them was ready 
to come, but the other three said they were going 
after the mail and could not come in because they 
did not have on clean dresses. When I began telling 





A Choctaw Bible School 
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Indian girls at the well 


them about some of the things we were planning 
to do in Bible School, one of them said she might 
come in and another volunteered the information 
that her little sister at home had on a clean dress. 
Presently the little sister came and with her three 
others. 

The next day others came and still others, until 
we had twenty-one enrolled before the school was 
over. They were coming an hour early in the morn- 
ing and begging to come back in the afternoon. 

Because repairs were being made on the church, 
we held most of our sessions outside under the 
trees. There were distractions, such as cows and 
pigs wandering by, occasional wasps, and one 
tarantula, but on the whole our outdoor program 
was very satisfactory. It gave additional opportunity 
for seemingly incidental conversation about the 
beautiful world God has given us. One of the songs 
we learned was “This Is My Father’s World,” and, 
before the school was over, the group seemed to 
grow increasingly aware that “in the whispering 


grass we hear Him pass; He speaks to us everywhere.” 

Our Bible study was the “Life of Jesus.” We 
made notebooks with this title, using many pictures 
showing scenes from Jesus’ life or illustrating His 
teachings. Each morning, too, we had a Bible drill 
to help the children to familiarize themselves with 
the New Testament and with the location of stories 
and incidents of the life of Jesus. Several Testa- 
ments were given to children who had none at 
home. 

All of these children came from primitive homes, 
frame buildings or log cabins, some of them with 
only one room, and that so bare and ugly that one 
can hardly conceive their utter lack of what we 
consider necessities. 

There seems to me no greater privilege than to 
show these underprivileged ones something of the 
beauty which they can find in the world about 
them and something of the loveliness they can 


make in their own inner lives with the help of 


Christ. 





ASSEMBLY’S HOME MISSIONS 





Budget Receipts—April 1, 1936—January 1, 1937.............. $164,463.39* 
Budget Receipts—April 1, 1937—January 1, 1938.............. 181,514.29** 
Increase in offering for nine months.................... $ 17,050.90 





*Includes Jubilee Offering, $35,657.18. 
**Includes Self Denial Offering, $44,037.30. 
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Rockingham Community Church and Clubhouse in their park setting 


The Community Church 
Rockingham, North Carolina 


By J. M. 


Carolina, is the newest church to be oe gm 

by Mecklenburg Presbytery. Because of i 
unique features, and the bright prospects which i it 
holds out for usefulness, we give below a brief 
sketch of its history. 

The church is located in the Hannah Pickett Mill 
community number two. This is one of the newer 
mill villages of Rockingham. For a number of years 
after the mill began operation, there was no church 
service of any kind held in the v illage, other than an 
occasional meeting by some “flaming” evangelist, 
and a church service on a near-by hill by a Holiness 
group. Sporadic efforts from time to time were 
made by the Protestant bodies working in the near- 
by mills to organize a work here, but nothing 
materalized, largely from the want of leadership in 


*Rev. J. M. Walker, D.D., is pastor of the Steele Creek Presby- 
terian Church, Charlotte, North Carolina (Route No. 3), and Chair- 
man of the Home Missions Committee of Mecklenburg Presbytery. 


y THE Community Church at Rockingham, North 


WALKER* 


the community. As a result, it soon came to be 
looked upon as one of the most godless communities 
in all that industrial center. The people were shift- 
less, and the mill owners reported that their annual 
turnover in families in the village was 400%. More- 
over, and mainly because of this fact, the product 
produced in the mill was of a very inferior quality. 
The town itself became ringed about with “blind 
tigers,” and the influences of the community were 
anything but wholesome and uplifting. , 
Then the mill changed hands. A new superin- 
tendent in the person ‘of Mr. M. T. Poovey took 
charge of things. The spiritual condition of the com- 
munity distressed him. He saw at once that if the 
mill was to make a success of its undertaking some- 
thing had to be done for the spiritual life of the 
people. As a consequence, he called together the 
Methodist, the Baptist, and the Presbyterian groups 
—none of whom were able to do much alone— 
and laid before them this plan: that all three of these 
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Misstons 


groups unite in an effort to build one church build- 
ing, and, with the help that might be secured from 
the mill owners, erect a church building that would 
meet all their needs, and one that would be a credit 
to that or any other community. This plan was 
enthusiastically entered upon. Soon the church lead- 
ers had raised $1800 in cash. A like sum was secured 
from friends of the mill. The mill owners then gave 
the remainder necessary for a $10,000 church build- 
ing, together with park grounds upon which it was 




















The Community Church at Rockingham 


to be erected. Originally it was planned to use the 
basement of the church for a recreational hall, but 
hardly had the church been completed when it was 
seen that this would be needed for Sunday-school 
purposes. Mr. Poovey then conceived the idea of 
building in the park, near-by the church, a com- 
munity club building which would better serve the 
church and community life. Again the mill owners 
came to their help, and soon they: had this club 
building complete, and paid for at a cost of several 
thousand dollars. 

With both buildings, the church and the club 
house, completed and beautifully furnished through- 
out, they were now ready for organization. The 
three denominations had worked hand-in-hand from 
the beginning, but it was never intended that they 
should form one organization. Each was to have its 
own organization, and so they have, and their 
relationship to each other is unique. 

_ Each church has its own governing body accord- 
ing to its constitution. But from these three bodies, 
six men, two from each denomination, form the 
directing committee of the church. They have one 
central treasurer, who receives all funds and divides 
them into three equal parts. All three churches 
Worship together, each denomination having its 
appointed day. They have a union Sunday school 








The Clubhouse at Rockingham 


and prayer meeting, and in all social activities they 
are as one. The writer had a part in the organiza- 
tion of the Presbyterian group into a church, and 
it is his candid judgment that he never saw a more 
enthusiastic beginning, or a church so perfectly 
equipped and paid for at the beginning of its or- 
ganized life. The work is too young yet to make 
too large a claim for it, but the prospects are as 
bright as the promises of God. 

For one thing, the church began with the largest 
Sunday school in the city. It is a joy to see how 
they are pulling for this thing. Congregations are 
large, and there is a unity of effort that is revolu- 
tionizing the whole community. 

Mr. Poovey tells me that instead of having a 
turnover of 400%, in the families of the community, 
now no one leaves except those who are not able 
to live up to the high standard the community has 
set for itself. Futhermore, he tells me that the 
product they are turning out in the mill is far 
superior to that of former days, so much so that the 
mill owners feel that they have already been well 
repaid for what they have put into the church 
plant. The “blind-tiger” ring about the town has 
moved out, and in its stead the attractions are in 
the beautiful park surrounding this church plant, 
and in the church life of the people. 

Of course, all is not perfect here by any means, 
but this is a type of organization that seems to offer 
much for similar industrial centers, and one that will 
appeal to the mill owners as being something really 
worth investing their money in. I think it will go 
a long way in solving many of our church problems 
in other areas than these mill villages if this spirit 
of codperative community life can be brought 
about. 

Rev. Daniel K. Snyder is the young and enthu- 
siastic pastor of this church. 


























“Tn Labors More Abundant” 


A Saturday Evening Tete-a-tete with a Devoted Home 
Mission Worker in the Mountains 


HIS evening there sits before me an interesting 

congregation of some eighteen people. It is 

raining. Iwo years ago none of these people 
in this section would have gone to church on a 
dismal rainy evening. That just was not done. Also, 
as bad as it is, there is a church festival about three 
miles away held by a church that makes its money 
for the pastor by putting on a big carnival for the 
drunks and other pleasure-seeking folks, mostly 
unsaved. Two years ago there could not have been 
a church service within ten miles of one of these 
festivals. Some of these folks here have grown in 
these two years. 

Before me is a farmer and his family, a wife and 
six children. They all come to church. It was my 
privilege to lead four of these young people to 
know the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. This farmer 
is an elder in the church, and one that can be placed 
beside any elder of any church in comparison with 
the opportunity that he has had. In fact, you know 
that these little country home-mission churches 
furnish the town and city churches with some of 
their best officers and preachers. This one is a close 
fit to Paul’s definition of a good elder. The other 
elder is not here this evening. He is not this one’s 
equal, but he is growing. Recently this other elder 
has taken an interest in the Sunday school and is 
coming with a Bible under his arm every Sunday 
to learn more of the Word. Their class is studying 
a course taking them through the Bible. 

On that bench over there is a woman who is a 
member of this church. With her is her husband 
who is unsaved. I believe that in a short time through 
the work of the Holy Spirit that man too will be 
saved. He has shown an increased interest recently. 
But they are moving to town soon. Just another 
instance of the reason that most home-mission fields 
cannot be self-supporting. We have dismissed more 
than a dozen of our best members to town and city 
churches this year. These city churches do not 
realize how valuable the home-mission work is to 
them. If they did, they would all be like one which, 
I notice from the Assembly Bulletin, designates two 
thousand dollars a year to the home-mission work 
in its presbytery. 

Here is another young couple across the aisle. 
Both of them were unsaved when I came here, but 
now the young woman is saved and the young man 
comes to church almost every service. I led both 
this young lady and her sister to the Lord last year, 


and there are more of that family that I hope soon 
to bring within the fold. The mother is coming 
into the church by letter. There to the front are 
two young folks of high-school age, a brother and 
sister. We led them ig the Saviour two years ago. 
The boy is now a teacher in the Sunday school. 
We visit that home once a month with the hope 
of leading the father to the Cross, and bringing the 
mother into our church by letter. There are others 
here and among them four more unsaved people of 
responsible age. This is a rich field to work in, and 
it is a real joy to work here. However, it is only one 
of ten that we have. 


WHEN DEATH VISITS THE FIELD 


Last Monday we buried the mother of one of these 
couples here. That took all of our day Monday. 
Some folks do not realize how much time distance 
and bad roads take on these mountain fields. Across 
back country and rocky roads we drove twelve miles 
to the house, then another ten miles over the same 
kind of roads to the church and grave. The church 
was packed. As usual at these services, I gave a 
simple statement of the way of salvation and what 
hope there is in Christ for one facing death and 
for one bereaved, and then emphasized the ] joy and 
hope for the Christian looking to the imminent 
Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. We have reached 
many unsaved people through such services. This 
woman was seventy-five. It has been a great blessing 
from the Lord that we have buried only five of our 
members since.we have been here, and not one of 
them has been under seventy years of age. Many of 
our younger ones have been very sick but the Great 
Physician has always raised them up in answer to 
prayer and put them back into service. 

After the service at these funerals these people 
have the peculiar custom of viewing the corpse. I 
sit there and watch their faces. Some are hard. 
Some have sympathetic hearts of gold, and it shows 
in their faces. Some are habitual mourners. Others 
have faces that show definite conviction of their own 
sins in the face of death. Watch the family. You 
can usually distinguish the saved from the unsaved. 
The heart-broken saved folks weep, but in a different 
way from the rest. One of the sons Monday after- 
noon did not even weep. His heart was full, but his 
mother was in heaven and he is on his way there, and 
he knows it. He is the elder referred to above. One 
of the grandchildren, a high-school girl that helped 
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Missions 


me in the Bible School work this summer, was 
sitting among the girls carrying the flowers. She 
shed an occasional tear, but over her whole visage 
there was the peace of a deep and profound as- 
surance. I led her to the Lord Jesus personally one 
day after a Sunday service over a year ago. | have 
taught her in three Bible Schools, and she has helped 
me in two as a teacher. The Summer Bible School 
is a great way to reach the young folks both for 
salvation and for service. This girl tells my wife 
that she is now preparing herself to go as a mis- 
sionary, believing that the Lord has called her to 
that work. 


Tue Goop PuysicIAN SPEAKS THROUGH THE 
HoME MissIoNARY 


Monday evening I went in another direction about 
ten miles, over much worse and more rocky roads 
across two mountains. I went to see a man that is 
in the last stages of tuberculosis. I have been going 
there three times a week for three months. I went 
to see him first about two years ago. He was hard 
to the gospel, though even at that time he was not 
expected to live. Last fall I paid a fifth visit to the 
house, and he was still hard and without conviction 
of sin. This spring I was preaching one Wednesday 
evening at a place that I reach once a week. In the 
midst of the message I stopped almost astonished. 
The old familiar voice had spoken to me; but He 
had never spoken to me in the middle of a message 
other than to give me something to say in the 
message. He spoke of something He wanted me to 
do the next day. It was one of the clearest leadings 
of the Holy Spirit that I have ever had. After the 
service I said to the young man that was helping me, 
“Tomorrow we are going to see a man that has been 
sick for some time, and in the meantime we are going 
to pray that he will be convicted of sin and ready to 
receive Jesus Christ as his Saviour.” The next day 
we went. He was seemingly still hard. But again as 
before I gave him the gospel and told him how God 
found him in need of salvation. His sister made me 
promise that I would come back the next day. I 
told her all right, but to pray very definitely for 
her brother’s salvation. On Friday we went back 
and I told the helper to stay in the car while I talked 
with the man alone. When I went in, he was all 
ready. The Holy Spirit had been there and had 
done one of the most perfect pieces of convicting 
of sin that I have ever seen. I made the gospel clear 
again. He received Christ as his Saviour in the midst 
of an overflow of tears. I told him that I would 
bring an elder to receive him into the church the 
next day. His sister said, “No, sir, you baptize him 
and receive him into the church right now.” Well, 
I am not ordained with evangelistic powers, but I 


broke the rules of the Church and did it. What 
would you have done? I| think the Lord will be 
good enough to let him into Heaven without the 
consent of an elder. I think that every home-mission 
worker that is a real home-mission worker should be 
ordained with evangelistic powers. I was in tears, his 
sister was in tears, the helper was dropping one 
occasionally, and the man was weeping as | baptized 
him. He was really converted, and since then | have 
sat by the hour with him, and now he really loves 
to hear the Bible read, although previously he had 
cared nothing for it. There is a secret prayer con- 
nection with this conversion. Two of us had been 
praying for this man for over a year. Afterward the 
woman said to me, “I just couldn’t go on another 
day without H being a Christian. I just begged 
and begged God to change him.” If we had a few 
more begging Christians things would run better in 
our churches and there would be many more 
revivals. I buried H. this morning, and again 
I saw and marveled at the work of the Holy Spirit 
in sustaining the dear sister bereft of the brother 
with whom she has lived for over thirty years. 
The other day I was over there and H called 
me to his bedside and handed me a five dollar bill 
and told me to put that on my salary. The sister 
said that it was so good to have H interested 
in the church. Pray for this elderly woman that 
God will strengthen her. 














WE Work THROUGH SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOLS 


A moment ago we were thinking about Summer 
Bible Schools. I held seven last summer lasting over 
a period of ten weeks. The fine presbytery that I 
belong to let me have a teacher for the whole time. 
I also had a helper that was one of the finest and 
most efficient young men that I have ever known. 
He was a Junior in college and just starting to preach 
but he could present the gospel more clearly than 
seventy-five per cent of the ministers that I know, 
and he possesses a marvelous gift of the Holy Spirit 
in pastoral work, even though he has never done 
any work like this before. In the two previous 
summers of Bible Schools over a dozen high-school 
young folks were led to the Lord. This year in one 
school we led four young folks to the Lord. These 
were all in high school. In another we gave awa 
fifteen New Testaments and one Bible with the 
students’ names written on them for successfully 
completing a very difficult prescribed course. The 
donor of these is one of our church officers. Besides 
this we presented five Testaments and one Bible for 
memorizing the catechisms. The value of a Summer 
Bible School for teaching the Bible and the Bible 
alone cannot be overestimated nor overstated. I 
wish that I had more helpers and more time and 























94 THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 


more money to put on more of these schools. | teach 
the senior classes, made up of high-school young 
folks; and besides our courses on Salvation and 
various Bible books, I teach them how to teach the 
Bible, how to do personal evangelism, etc. I have 
had the joy of leading most of these to the Lord. 
Some of them without my urging have stated that 
they are called into some form of the ministry of 
the Word. One young man, whom I brought to 
Christ two years ago, is already a good preacher 
and supplies for me at various points. I believe in 
putting everyone in the church to work doing some- 
thing for the Lord. 
Tus Is My Rest (?) Week 

Two days of this week we managed to get away 
to fish or, as the baby says, “go sishin.” That is, for 
only a part of two days. This was supposed to be 
my rest week between Bible Schools and the fall 
evangelistic services. We are contemplating having 
nine evangelistic services this fall. 

Wednesday evening this week I preached in the 
place mentioned above in connection with another 
Wednesday evening. This place has been on my 
heart for several months, but we managed to get 
there only this spring. It has a population of seven 
hundred people but was without regular weekly 
preaching, Sunday or otherwise, till we went there 
this spring. We had a Bible School enrollment there 
of forty this summer. Our evening services have 
been well attended. My helper calls this his first 
pastorate inasmuch as I turned most of the visiting 
and half of the preaching over to him at this point. 
We have had several conversions and the door is 

. still opening for the gospel and for the training of 
young folks. 

Thursday I took my wife to a meeting of the 
officers of the presbyterial about twenty miles away. 
We can’t afford to have help, so it fell to my lot to 
care for the baby. We went visiting up country to 
a place that had been on my heart for many days. 
It was a forty-nine mile drive from the place of the 
presbyterial meeting before we finished. The par- 
ticular man that I went to see, to talk to about re- 
ceiving Christ as his Saviour, was at home, but we 
seemed to make no headway. However, we had a 
very profitable time with the family, and as I stand 
this Saturday evening before these people there are 
four here as a result of that visit. I believe with all 
my heart the old adage to ministers, “a home-going 
preacher makes a church-going people.” I believe 
that we are going to get that man soon, for even 
though he will not come to church the Holy Spirit 
is working noticeably in his heart, and the gospel 
is still strong unto salvation. 

One evening this week we visited in a home to 
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reach which we had to ford a river. Going over my 
pastorate there are about ten places where I have 
to ford to get to my people. That evening we visited 
in that home, an humble but very delightful home. 
We spent the night there. We made a pallet for the 
baby on the floor beside our bed and she was our 
alarm clock the next morning, standing on the floor 
pulling our covers, saying, “Mimi, Da-Da, yum, 
yum.” That meant breakfast. I wonder if we Chris- 
tian ministers of the gospel don’t need to pull at 
our Father’s side a little more and say, “Yum, yum.” 
Maybe we would get more spiritual food, more souls 
saved, and more material blessings. 

Friday we spent at home doing a few odd jobs 
and then fishing and visiting in the afternoon. The 
last time we were there we caught several nice bass. 
This time we caught some perch. The reason? 
The last time we used larger minnows, but this time 
they were rather small. That is the reason some of 
us don’t get more results from our work. We sav 
little prayers, have little faith, and do little work, 
then wonder why we don’t get some big fish. The 
church today is limiting her usefulness by using 
very little minnows. The gospel will get better 
results if we give it the right opportunity. 

The week’s work began last Sunday with six 
preaching appointments. That day I preached to 
all classes of people. They run the social ladder. 
A noted surgeon, the w ife of another surgeon, the 
manager and owner of a large orchard company, 
college professors (these in summer homes), and 
many more such, farmers, well-to-do and poor, 
schoolteachers, bankers, laborers, post-office work- 
ers, etc. As I sit here listening to the singing this 
Saturday evening, I look on tomorrow for another 
Sunday of work and I look back over the week. 
I have rested, yes, it has not been the hard push of 
a regular week, but still plenty to do. A home- 
mission pastor never really rests even on a vacation 
away from the field. 


WE PREACH IN A Convict CAMP 


One more little thing you might be interested in 
about this work before we stop our little téte-a-téte 
this evening. We preach in a convict camp. All 
of the preachers in two towns turned this work 
down because they were too busy. Having done 
this kind of work before, I could not miss the joy 
and opportunity of service there. I have been there 
for two years. This summer I let the preaching 
there stop because I had too much else to do, but 
I am going to continue there right away. There 
have been many conversions. Real converts, too. 
The guards tell me there is a difference. Several 
times when I have missed, the sergeant sends to see 
if I am coming back. One of the converts started 
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a Sunday-school class and they have progressed in 
a wonderful way. A young college graduate has 
been helping there recently and is sharing the joy 
of that work. A mother wrote me some time ago, 
“Will you accept the gratitude of a heartbroken 
mother for preaching to the inmates of the road 
camp as I have been told you do. God bless you 
for it, and I humbly pray that you are doing some- 
one there some good. Those men are human and 
some of them have been driven there under circum- 
stances that we do not know. I am so glad that you 
or any other man will do something to try to help 
them. From a suffering mother of one of them.” 
Every now and then I get a note from one of the 
men. Here are some samples... . “Certainly I 
appreciate your coming and enjoy your sermons. 
I am, in my weak way, trying to conduct service 


on Sunday. Several of us are eager to learn more 
about Jesus. We would all appreciate your support 
in being with us on Sunday any time. God enable 
you to change hearts of many here and elsewhere, 
and bless you in every way.” Another, “just re- 
cently after hearing your first sermon, | accepted 
Jesus as my Lord and Saviour.” 

And so runs the Lord’s service with the home- 
mission worker. These things seem to pass through 
my mind as I sit here this evening before preaching 
to these people. I love them all. Tomorrow will 
start another week with six glorious preaching 
services. This week has been a rest week. Some 
time we may be able to tell you more about a 
regular week and some home-mission difficulties 
and blessings in the ten points that I make each 
week. God bless each of our workers. 





Spice Box 


What can we say of the life and work of Dr. U. D. 
Mooney? 


Where and among what people did Dr. Mooney 
work? 
Who is Mrs. Grady James? 


What were some of the activities of the Choctaw 
Bible School? 


When is the Day of Prayer for Schools and 
Colleges? 


Which is the newest church to be organized by 
Mecklenburg Presbytery? 

What are some of the unique features connected 
with the brief history of the Community 
Church? 

What are some of the bright prospects of the Com- 
munity Church? 

What were some of the glorious experiences related 
in the téte-a-téte with the Home Mission worker 
in the mountains? 





Let’s Visit Our Chinese Mission 


(Continued from page 98) 

children said that they would like to visit them 
some Sunday. The Carrollton Primaries invited 
them for a particular Sunday and then planned for 
their guests. At a certain time that morning they 
were welcomed, and a boutonniere was pinned 
on each boy, while the girls received a shoulder 
bouquet. The flowers had been brought and 
arranged by children who had come early for 
that purpose. ; 

After the welcome and presentation of the 
flowers, they sang, “Friends.” The Chinese boys 
and girls knew “Friends” and they joined in too 
and completed the circle of song. Our Primaries 
learned a new song, “The Wonder Song,” which 
they now love to sing, while the Carrollton 


Primaries heard one they did not know when we 
sang “Overtones,” which is one of our favorites. 
When the groups went to the tables, children 
from the different groups immediately asked some 
of the Chinese children to come to their table, 
and were eager to see that they shared in every- 
thing. One of the larger boys went to his place 
with his arm around his new Chinese friend, and, 
when school was over, I saw one of the girls go 
off arm-in-arm with one of the Chinese girls to 
show her something. 

At Christmas, when that Department needed 
some Orientals in their Christmas play, some of 
our children took part, and afterwards we made 
that Department a surprise package book which 
we delivered “in group” one Sunday. 
































The Children’s Own Department 

















Let’s Visit Our Chinese Mission 


in New Orleans, Louisiana 











These young fellows are Beginners 


oe ae you may think that is a funny place 
to have a Chinese Mission, but this is perhaps 
~ the oldest foreign-speaking work of our Church 
» in the home field. It was begun in 1882, and has 
continued for fifty-six years. Miss Lois Garrison is 
the Director, and she has written something about 
her work for us: 
Children are the same the 
Getting Acquainted world over, and our Chinese 
children are just like other 
children in their abilities and possibilities, and in 
their need of direction and guidance. Only their 
eyes and skin (and I was about to say their hair, 
but some of them have permanents now) show 
that they are of a different race when they are 
in a group with American children. None of 
them, at present, wear Chinese clothes—their 
Chinese clothes are packed away in trunks, and 





*The Home Mission department this month very kindly gave us 
part of their space so that we could tell the children all about our 
Chinese mission work in New Orleans. 


most of the children have outgrown any that they 
had. It is true that most of them use chopsticks 
and Chinese spoons, but they can use forks and 
knives, although in a few homes you will not 
find any. Most of them eat Chinese food at 
home, or food prepared in the Chinese way, part 
of the time if not altogether. Most of the chil- 
dren have two names, an English name and a 
Chinese name. Their Chinese names mean some- 
thing; that of one of the girls means “Golden 
Lily,” while that of one of the boys means 
“Brightness.” Chinese is spoken in the home and 
the children understand it, but for the most part 
they speak English because they play with Amer- 
ican friends and neighbors, and attend public 
school. They like school, and make high grades, 
often leading the classes. One girl won the 
French medal with a grade of 98 while at the 
same time leading her class in English, month 
after month, with a grade of 100. 

The children of our Chinese Mission like parties 
and picnics, play and games, candy and ice cream, 
and even fireworks. Chin Boo was so fascinated 
by fireworks that he took fire crackers to school 
one day, and fired all of them off in the school 
basement; but that was just after Chin Boo came 
to America, and didn’t know. He did not speak 
a word of English. He could not talk to the 
teacher and the teacher could not tell him what 
boys and girls do in school. He could not then 
understand the rules they learn to keep. The 
principal talked it over with the American boys 
and girls and they decided to help Chin Boo to 
learn English and to understand the rules of the 
school so that he could be happy with them in it. 
He would not carry on a conversation in English 
for months after he came, but one day, when his 
attention was called to some boys flying kites, 
he said, “More big, China.” What big beautiful 
kites he had had in China—made like birds and 
butterflies and fish and other wonderful and lovely 
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Lift Up Your Heads 


Psalm 24: 7-10 
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things. After that he began to talk more, and 
asked questions about everything—presidents and 
voting and lightning-rods and pirates, and many, 
many other things. Think how strange some of 
our ways seem to those who, like Chin Boo, have 
recently come from a faraway land. We will 
need to watch our ways with others if we want 


.to help them to live and learn happily with 


us here. 

Our Chinese Mission, the 
The Mission in Action Chinese Church, as they 

call it (the name over the 
door is written in Chinese and reads Chinese 
People’s Church), has as its main purpose to help 
them know our heavenly Father and Jesus our 
Friend. When they know Him, they love Him, 
too, and want to please Him. 

We have church school on Sunday afternoon 
and all the children and young people who speak 
and understand English are taught in classes and 
use Departmental Graded Literature. Those pupils 
who have just come from China and are learning 
English have individual teachers and use books 
like a primer and first reader, having lessons and 
stories in both English and Chinese. We use both 
the English and Chinese language in all our serv- 
ices. For the first hour we meet in our Depart- 
ment rooms, then we all gather in the assembly 
room for a service in which we all share, the 
children contributing songs, verses, poems, and 


so forth, which they have used in their depart- 
ment that day. We observe special days such as 
Rally Day, Christmas, and Easter. We have a 
very happy and interesting time preparing for 
them, and the children and young people enter 
so fully into it and make such excellent sugges- 
tions that it is a joy to work with them. Our 
Primaries meet in a shed room in the rear of our 
yard. This has been fitted up for them with 
tables and chairs, a piano and blackboard, browsing 
table, shelves for books, and so forth. The other 





Some of the Primaries wearing flowers given them by the 
Carrollton Church 























We have a picnic in the park 


classes have rooms in the main building, which is 
an old house. One day Wah Wong asked why we 
couldn’t have a church that looked like a church. 

We have no Chinatown in New Orleans. The 
Chinese population is scattered in all sections of 
the city. Only one family lives within walking 
distance of the mission. One of our greatest 
difficulties is to get the children to and from 
church school and other gatherings. For various 
reasons the parents cannot bring them regularly. 
We cannot get them all, but try to get as many 
as we can. On Sunday, our superintendent uses 
his car, and Mr. Hoy, our assistant superintendent, 
uses his, and I use mine. The children who ride 
with me call my car “The Sardine Can.” They 
are the sardines, and they say when we get to the 
mission we “open the can and the sardines fall 
out.” Often they count as they get out to see 
how many sardines 
were in the can. We 
have had as many as 





one day when we were talking 
about loving Jesus, “T love Jesus 
with all I’ve got.” Very often 
we sing as we ride, sometimes a 
new song that we would like to 
learn, but, more often, old ones 
which we love to sing over and 
over again. 


We had a vacation church 
school for the first time in the 
summer of 1936. I expect that 
school was unlike any other, 
due to the fact that I had to be 
chauffeur, director, teacher, 
pianist, and so forth. Only one 
group could meet at a time and 
only when convenient for me 
to take them. We had to skip 
clinic days, on which I had to 
take some of the children to the hospital. I am 
enclosing a “tune” which was Emma Hom’s con- 
tribution to our unit of study. We had been 
learning Psalm 67 and singing “I Will Praise Thee, 
O God,” (Psalm 145:1,2). Emma decided she 
would try to make up a tune for Psalm 67, with 
the result I enclose. Rita wished to make a tune, 
too, so she sang one for Psalm 24. Hers sounds 
like a chant. Afterwards Emma remarked to me 
that Rita’s tune was too much the same, and sang 
a more joyful one which she thought sounded 
better. We were in the car at the time and so | 
could not take it down. 

We have had personal contact with some of 
the schools in New Orleans. Carrollton Church 
sent us an offering and some valentines whith 
they had made, and, in thanking them, the Chinese 

(Continued on page 95) 


God Be Merciful Unto Us 
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Great Thoughts on Prayer 


I like to think of His binding souls so close as to 
make them channels to each other of the water of 
life. 

—Thomas Erskine 


Above and beyond merely human end or aims, 
something is at work in us which is transcendental, 
spiritual and divine—something which is the source 
of every achievement that human life has to its 
credit, and binds men together in an inner unity. 

—Rudolf Eucken 

O mighty Love! Man is one world—and hath 
another to attend him. 

—George Herbert 


The most potent of all prayers is the prayer which 
rests in God and is a ladder whereby the Angel of 
His Presence descends to minister wheresoever He 
wills. 

—Michael Wood 


Almost irrisistibly you kneel and the lines come 
true: 


Earth breaks up, time drops away, 
In flows heaven, with its new day 


Of endless life. 
—L. V. Hodgkin 


“Heart answers heart in one desire, 
The blending lines of prayer aspire. 
‘Where in My name meet two or three,’ 
Our Lord hath said, ‘I there will be. ” 


There cannot be the faintest doubt that prayer is 
the heart and center of all religion. Religion and 
prayer are not identical, but are related to one 
another as life and breathing, as thought and speech. 
Just as there can be no true religion without the 
idea of God and of the eternal, so there can be no 
genuine religious life without the life of prayer. 

—Heiler 


To pray without ceasing means that the constant 
ent and drift of the soul is toward God. The note 
of prayer becomes the habit of the heart in such 


a way that, when we are released from the grasp 
of our occupations, the soul rebounds to its true 
bent, quest and even pressure upon God. Every 
man’s life is in some sense a continual state of prayer. 
For what is his life’s prayer but its ruling passion? 
—Forsyth 
PRAYER IN Poetry : 
O world invisible, we view thee, 
O world intangible, we touch thee, 


O world unknowable, we know thee, 
Inapprehensible, we clutch thee. 


Not where the wheeling systems darken, 
And our benumbed conceiving soars— 
The drift of pinions—would we harken, 
Beats at our own clay-shuttered doors. 
—Francis Thompson 


More things are wrought by prayer 
Than this world dreams of. Wherefore let thy voice 
Rise like a fountain for me night and day. 
For what are men better than sheep or goats 
That nourish a blind life within the brain, 
If knowing God, they lift not hands of prayer 
Both for themselves and those who call them friend? 
For so the whole round earth is every way 
Bound by gold chains about the feet of God. 
—Tennyson 


Hearts I have won of sister or of brother, 
Quick on the earth or hidden in the sod, 
Lo, every heart awaiteth me, another 
Friend in the blameless family of God. 
—Myers 


If we with earnest effort could succeed 

To make our life one long connected prayer, 

As lives of some perhaps have been and are, 

If, never leaving Thee, we had no need 

Our wandering spirits back again to lead 

Into Thy presence—but continued there, 

Like angels standing on the highest stair 

Of the sapphire throne, this were to pray indeed. 


But if distractions manifold prevail, 

And if in this, we must confess we fail, 

Grant us to keep at least a prompt desire, 

Continual readiness for prayer and praise, 

An altar heaped and waiting to take fire 

With the least spark, and leap into a blaze. 
—Author unknown 
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One Church’s Observance of the Day of 
Prayer for Schools and Colleges 


By JANE CHAMBLEE* 


O climax the Week of Prayer for Schools and 

Colleges, and to participate in observing the 

Day of Prayer for Schools and Colleges, the 
young people of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Danville, Virginia, themselves conducted a special 
service of appreciation for these educational institu- 
tions. The night church service was the time ap- 
pointed to be so observed. All the young people 
had some part on the program—in the choir, as 
ushers, or as speakers. 

Several weeks previous, a committee of young 
people had met with the Highway Chairman of 
Christian Education and Ministerial Relief and the 
Director to work out plans for the entire service. 
Special invitations were sent to the student bodies 
of the three boarding schools of Danville. The aim 
of the service was to show the values that each of 
the several departments of the educational system 
renders the church in helping to build a Christian 
world. The theme followed in working out this 
aim was: “The Values of Our Schools and Colleges.” 

Four of the young people, in short but interesting 
and inspiring talks, brought out these values, partic- 
ularly that of character-building. The benefits of 
having in our colleges—especially in our denomina- 
tional ones—Christian teachers and a Christian back- 
ground were brought out. The most challenging 
point of all, however, was the world value of the 
colleges of America, in view of the large number 
of foreign students registered in them. “With us 


*Miss Jane Chamblee is Director of Religious Education in the 
First Presbyterian Church, Danville, Virginia. 


today, in work and play, in our colleges, homes, 
and churches, tomorrow they rule the nations. In 
the face of such an opportunity, what is America’s 
responsibility?” 

The material used in the content of these talks 
was gathered from interviews with those who were 
closely connected with the work in the educational 
field—teachers, principals, deans, presidents—and 
from articles found in the Presbyterian Survey. 

The service was concluded with a prayer of inter- 
cession for the students, their teachers, their institu- 
tions, their homes, and their pastors—that always 
they might live for Christ first. ; 

“Strong Son of God, hear our prayer for the 
youth of our Church. Give them the vision of the 
pure in heart, that the warfare of the spirit may be 
waged with unstained steel. Grant them the grace 
of humility, neither to spurn the treasured history 
of the past nor to sneer at the pageantry of present- 
day progress. Guard them with the whole armor 
of God—the girdle of triumphant truth, the breast- 
plate of worthy righteousness, the sandals of perfect 
peace, the shield of saving faith, the helmet of holy 
salvation, the sword of the divine spirit, the protec- 
tion of persistent prayer, and the weapon of con- 
stant watchfulness, that they may be able to stand 
and withstand in the evil day. May the chivalry of 
knighthood, the loyalty of discipleship, the courtesy 
of noble character, and the bravery of fearless wit- 
ness be the portion of our youth, in extending the 
frontiers of the Kingdom of God. And may Thy 
benediction abide in their hearts always. Amen.” 





“Lord, Teach 


OES it not seem as if at one of the most critical 
moments of the world’s life we were seeking 
refuge and consolation by escaping into a 

timeless and other-worldly realm of mystical experi- 
ence? Can we really afford to spend time and energy 
on these spiritual luxuries? And has not God more 
important things to do. than to listen to our little 
worries and concerns? 

Such questions come to us not only from the 
cynical world outside which is becoming more and 
more impatient with the Christians; but in so far 
as we ourselves live in the world and take it seri- 


Us to Pray” 


ously, we put these questions to ourselves. And if 
we are honest enough, we do not simply reject them 
as promptings of the Devil, but rather welcome them 
as much needed challenges to our own prayer-life. 

For these questions are to the point. A great 
many of our prayers are nothing but a running 
away from a reality which we dare not look in 
the face, and seem to be addressed to some small 
private god rather than to the Holy and Almighty 
Lord of the universe. Prayer is not per se—a good 
thing. In fact it may deteriorate into most unholy 
triviality or, what is worse, into a purely ego- 
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centric attitude toward life. There are prayers to- 
day, as at the time of Jeremiah, to which God’s 
answer is: “J will not hear thee.” 

We must then learn what real prayer is like. We 
must admit that St. Paul does not exaggerate when 
he says that we know not what we should pray 
for, and we must turn to the One who does know 
and ask, “Lord, teach us to pray.” 

Left to ourselves, we are bound to turn prayer 
into the opposite of what it is meant to be. What is 
essentially a dialogue between Father and son, we 
make into a monologue. What is essentially an act 
of submission to God, we make into an attempt to 
exploit Him. What is essentially a way of relating 
oneself to the wide world of the Kingdom, we make 
into an exercise of introversion. 

But Jesus Christ shows a way out of the failure 
of our prayer-life. And the Spirit Himself is ready 
to help our infirmities. Here is a new, a quite dif- 
ferent approach to prayer. We are asked to con- 
centrate first on “thy name,” “thy kingdom,” “thy 
will,” before we turn to “our daily bread,” “our 
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debts,” our temptations. And we are referred to 
the one prayer which sums up the whole life of 
Jesus as well as the whole Christian conception of 
prayer: “Not my will, but thine, be done.” 

It is only the kind of prayer which Jesus teaches 
and which remains constantly under the control of 
His Spirit that can withstand the searching criticism 
of the world outside and within us. Such prayer is 
no evasion, no luxury, but the most urgent and sig- 
nificant action, for it relates us to One Who is 
more real than international force and more active 
than economic forces. Such prayer is no insult to 
God, for it recognizes Him as the Holy God whose 
wisdom we cannot understand, but at the same time 
as the loving Father who wishes His children to 
open their hearts to Him. 

Prayer? Not if it means the use of vain repeti- 
tions as the heathen do, but certainly, if it means 
prayer as learned in the school of Jesus Christ. 


—Editorial by Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hoort in 
the Student World, published in Geneva by 
the World’s Student Christian Federation. 





Suggested Topics for the Week and Day of Prayer 


FEBRUARY 20-27 


Monpay, February z2o—That the Holy Spirit may 
so teach, guide, and inspire our Church through 
this season of prayer for students that great 
spiritual forces of good may be released into the 
world through our intercession. 

Tuespay, February 21—For parents and all Chris- 
tians who in any way influence young life, that 
casting aside all trivial pursuits, they may with 
their whole hearts engage in this supreme mission 
of guiding youth into the service of Christ and 
the world. 

WEDNESDAY, February 22—For the mission schools, 
the colleges, seminaries, and training schools of 
our Church at home, their faculties and students, 
that a new vision of the glorious service which is 
theirs may fill them with courage, enthusiasm and 
loyalty. 

Tuurspay, February 23—For the schools, colleges, 
seminaries, and training schools established by our 


Church in foreign lands, that faculties and stu- 
dents ‘in these days of distress and perplexity may 
be kept in the peace of God and enabled to con- 
tinue their great Christian service. 

Fripay, February 24—For the nine thousand stu- 
dents from ninety-seven foreign lands, now study- 
ing in our own country, that they may, through 
the love and friendship of Christian friends, be 
brought into a living fellowship with Jesus Christ 
and return to be His ambassadors in their own 
lands. 

SaTuRDAY, February 25—For the public and high 
schools of our own communities, and our state 
colleges, technical schools, and universities, that 
enlightened by the Spirit of all truth, teachers 
and students may so teach and learn that a new 
day of righteousness shall dawn for our country 
and the world. 

Sunpay, February 26—For dedicated prayer and 
prayer-life in our entire Church, for the youth of 
our own homes, of our country, and of the world. 





CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND MINISTERIAL RELIEF 
Budget Receipts—April 1, 1936—January 1, 1937.............. $91,915.13 


Budget Receipts—April 1, 1937—January 1, 1938............. 


Decrease for nine months....... 


. 84,274.94 


Veh pe eae a AR Maen eos $ 7,640.19 























Che Fellowship of Prayer 


I sought God in the morning Other ships were blown and battered, 

When the day was at its best, Other ships were sore distressed, 

And His presence came like sunrise, But the wind that seemed to drive them, 

Like a glory in my breast. Brought to us a peace and rest. 

All day long the presence lingered, Then I thought of other mornings 

All day long He stayed with me, With a keen remorse of mind, 

And we sailed in perfect calmness When I, too, had loosed the moorings 
O’er a very troubled sea. With the Presence left behind. 


So, I think I know the secret 
Learned from many a troubled way: 
You must seek Him in the morning 
If you want Him through the day. 
—Ravpu S. CusHMAN. 


And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain to pray: and when the 
evening was come, he was there alone-——Matthew 14:23. 

And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a 
solitary place, and there prayed.—Mark 1:35. 

And he withdrew himself into the wilderness, and prayed.—Luke 5: 16. 


BS * * * 


The words of Jesus: But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast 
shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall 
reward thee openly.—Matthew 6:6. 

The life of Jesus on earth is a perfect balance between the inward secret life of communion with 
God and an outward life of incessant activity in service to mankind. It was probably His daily 
custom to rise early, a great while before day, to resort to some hidden trysting place on a hill- 
side where He met and communed in secret with the Father. The Gospel story implies that this 
re-creation of soul was more vital to Him even than sleep. Simon Peter remembers, as he tells 
young Mark his memories, how Jesus would steal out of the house a great while before day. One can 
imagine Peter, turning over in his sleep, dimly aware of the footsteps of the Master as-He crossed 
the threshold on His way to His daily communion with the Father. Peter remembers the quiet foot- 
step tiptoeing across the floor, the gentle lifting of the latch, the breath of the night wind coming 
through the door as it slowly opened and closed. 


“O Sabbath rest of Galilee! 

O calm of hills above! 

Where Jesus knelt to share with Thee 
The silence of Eternity 

Interpreted by Love.” 


The Master’s life of poise and balance in a disordered world was maintained by the quiet time 
spent above on the hillside, as night passed into grey dawn and the sun came up over the hills of 
Moab and the eastern horizon. Here He learned of the Father’s will for every detail of His life, 
and, what He drew in on the hillsides of Galilee, He gave out in the plain of Gennesaret and the 
crowded street of Capernaum and Jerusalem. 

So must it be with us. We, too, live busy, crowded lives, we are thronged and pressed in on 
every side, living lives of ceaseless hurrying to and fro. If Jesus needed this quiet withdrawal into a 
hidden place for secret communion with God—can we do with less? 

—Ronacp Sincrair in When We Pray. 


PRAYER 
Christ of the Upward Way, 
My Guide divine, 
Where Thou hast set Thy feet 
May I place mine: 
And move and march wherever Thou has trod, 
Keeping face forward up the hill of God. 
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Foreign Students Within Our Gates 


“The presence within our gates of successive 
generations of the flower of the students of all lands, 
races, and communions, presents one of the really 
great opportunities for international and interracial 
service as well as for world-wide influence. These 
foreign students, in years to come, on their return 
to their native lands will furnish a disproportionately 
large number of the leaders in the realm of thought 
and action. They come among us as strangers. It is 
of the utmost importance that we befriend them and 
unselfishly serve them in every way in our power.” — 
Joun R. Mort. 

At present ever country of Europe is represented 
by students in the United States, besides many from 
the Orient. Ninety-seven different countries are 
represented by a total of nearly nine thousand stu- 
dents from abroad this year. 

The vast majority of these students know what 
they want and they are getting it. They are here 
to pursue some definite object of study and research; 
they have a sense of direction. 

With the spirit of nationalism still dominant 
throughout the world, we must give increased 


emphasis to international cultural (and Christian) 
contacts. 


In spite of sharp conflict in the Far East, hundreds 
of Chinese, Japanese, and Korean students are form- 
ing genuine personal friendships in our student com- 
munities. Fifteen hundred American-born Oriental 
students are becoming a helpful factor in promoting 
friendship and understanding between native sons, 
direct from China and Japan. No more magnificent 
obsession dominates them than the maintainance of 
peace, with justice, around the Pacific. 


Something nobler than nationalism is capturing 
the imagination of students from conflicting zones 
in Europe. Crossing the Atlantic together, entering 
the same university here and pursuing similar courses 
of study, Frenchmen, Italians, and Germans are dis- 
covering their interdependence and the absolute 
necessity of codperation. Traveling the highway 
of nationalism is popular for the moment, but in- 
creasingly student pilgrims are forsaking the 
“isolationist” road and exploring new routes to 
international brotherhood. 





The Hour of Prayer 


“And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in 
a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples 
said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also 
taught his disciples.,—Luke 11:1-13, 18:1-8 cf. 
Matthew 6:9-15, 7:7-11. 


“Teach us to pray!” 

Lord, it is true: we do not know how to pray. 
And the natural inclination of all our prayers is 
still and always to seek ourselves. 

“Father! Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come!” 

O Lord, my God, that love of Thy glory, that 
longing for Thy coming—do we feel them? 

And when we pray, is it really Thee, Thee only 
that we desire? 

This “Our Father” recited every day—at every 
altar—by every believer,— 

Does it ascend to Thee fully—charged with hope 
—the hope of Thy Kingdom finally made manifest? 

When we say, “Thy will be done,” is that pious 
resignation or fervent acceptance? 

Do we will what Thou willest with an honest 
will, without shift or evasion? 

To glorify Thy name, to live under Thy reign, 
to fulfill Thy will,—is that really our first desire? 

That which commands all our prayers and leaves 
all other cares very far behind? 


“Give us each day our daily bread.” 

A short request, which comes in its place. Today’s 
bread, for the body and for the soul. What is 
needed in order to live; nothing more, nothing less. 

The request of a child, very simply sure that its 
Father loves it. 

“Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” 

Strange and terrible limitation: I renounce being 
pardoned if I do not pardon. At the very heart of 
the Lord’s Prayer, this touchstone, this stumbling 
block; 

This exclusion pronounced not by Thee but by 
ourselves, against which, every day, by thousands, 
our prayers will perhaps come to grief! 

“Lead us not into temptation. But deliver us from 
evil.” 

Evil: unknown force which takes us always 
unawares. 

Not to believe oneself strong against anything, 
ever. 

To know oneself lost, Lord, if Thou takest away 
Thy hand: the hardest, the bitterest lesson of life; 

That from which one emerges bleeding and 
bruised, but knowing at last what “salvation” means. 

“Because of his importunity he will rise...” 

Prayer: mysterious force given to men by God 
for storming heaven. 

(Continued on page 70) 
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WEEKDAY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 


The Weekday Church School 
in Coédrdination with Other 
Community Character-Building Agencies 


By W. Dyer Bratr* 


HE weekday church-school movement, as we 

know it today, began about twenty years ago. 

It has repeated the stages through which many 
other similar movements have passed. There was 
at first a great sense of mission to meet a felt need. 
Millions of children were receiving no systematic 
religious education. This alarmed Christian leaders 
throughout the country. After the first six years the 
movement entered upon a period of unusual expan- 
sion and many of its leaders made some rather 
extravagant claims for the program. Then came 
the time of stocktaking, a consolidation of gains, a 
frank evaluation, and a period when many of the 
strongest supporters thought that the weekday 
church school was on a plateau slightly sloping 
downward. The depression curtailed many local 
systems and retrenchment was the order of the day. 
Leaders had to justify more carefully their claims 
as to what the whole program meant in the lives 
of children and youth. 

We are now at a time when we are forced to 
develop new strategies. Many of the things we used 
to do will not stand up and, if we wish to make real 
progress, we shall have to perfect these strategies 
and give time and substance to their development. 

As we attempt to set up a weekday church-school 


*Rev. W. Dyer Blair is Director of Community Relations, Week- 
day and Vacation Church Schools, International Council of Religious 
Education. 


program in a new community, or as we attempt to 
carry on an enterprise of long standing, we cannot 
hope to succeed in the long run if we are simply 
adding one more separate program to the already 
over-crowded life of the modern child. The week- 
day church school has a far greater opportunity and 
a far greater responsibility. 

This is reflected in what is happening to children 
throughout the country. In everyday experience a 
great mass of impressions is operating upon the 
child’s mind. In the school and on the playground, 
on the street and in the home, in Sunday-school 
addresses, in books, and in magazines, a whole gamut 
of contradictory ideas is constantly before him. “His 
mental diet is a hodgepodge of disagreements and 
there is seldom anyone in his life who sees the need 
of straightening out these conflicting impressions and 
preventing the inevitable moral confusion which re- 
sults from these.” Leaders in the weekday church- 
school movement realize that their work cannot be 
effective when it is cut off from other great areas 
of experience which children are having in their 
homes, the public school, the Sunday school, the 
streets, the movies, and other phases of our many- 
sided modern life. 

There is a growing movement in America today 
seeking greater codrdination of public and private 
agencies responsible for character building and for 
the prevention of crime. This movement has grown 
spontaneously in widely scattered communities with- 
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out state or national promotion. Many factors have 
combined to make coéperative study and coérdinated 
planning desirable and necessary. Some of these 
factors are: the complex nature of community prob- 
lems; the marked increase of juvenile delinquency; 
the competition of overlapping agencies, often re- 
sulting in “over-programing” some and “under- 
programing” many; the growth of an “enlightened 
aganism” which develops a naturalistic philosophy 
of life out of natural science at the expense of 
Christian values, appreciations, and purposes which 
integrate, interpret, and enrich daily experience; the 
social tensions in a community leading to misunder- 
standing and prejudice; and the still too prevalent 
emphasis upon education as largely a means of in- 
creasing one’s material welfare. 


In the field of prevention of juvenile delinquency 
there is a growing recognition of the fact that it is 
simply wishful thinking for any one agency alone 
to entertain the thought that it can prevent crime. 
Professor Frederic M. Thrasher of New York 
University states: 


“A recreational program for the children of a given 
community, if it is to be scientifically valid, must be based 
on a complete study of the leisure-time activities and needs 
of all children and all sections of such a community. 
Furthermore, and this is a prime essential, it must discover 
the relationship of recreational activities to other phases of 
community life. Most recreational agencies have been con- 
tent to pursue their particular policies in the service of 
limited clienteles, largely unaware of the problem of real 
integration and articulation of their programs with the 
activities of other agencies in an attempt to do a well- 
rounded recreational job for all the children in the com- 
munity.” * 


The weekday church-school movement is in a 
unique position to take the lead in many communi- 
ties in the direction of a more effective coérdination 
of the character-building agencies. From the very 
beginning, in many communities it established a 
relationship between church and state in the field 
of education. It cannot be claimed that the week- 
day church schools have provided a completely 
satisfactory solution for the problem of the relation- 
ship of religion and education; however, the move- 
ment has pioneered in this difficult field. The leaders 
in weekday religious education have been active in 
the movement in the Protestant churches for com- 
munity coérdination, and it is increasingly recog- 
nized that the problem of weekday religious educa- 
tion can be solved only in connection with these 
wider relationships. : 





* “Reaching Crime Causes by Coérdinated Action,” in The Com- 
munity Approach to Delinquency Prevention. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 105 


Many of the leaders of weekday religious educa- 
tion have genuinely accepted as a major function the 
guiding of the pupil in the development of a 
dynamic Christian philosophy of life through 
integrating, interpreting, and enriching the daily 
experiences of the pupils in terms of specifically 
Christian values, purposes, and appreciations. In 
taking the lead in a given community toward a 
greater codrdination of the character-building 
agencies, the weekday church school can do this 
without a loss of its unique contribution, although 
it may result in some changes in the form of 
organization. 

As a first step in codrdinating the weekday 
church-school program with other character- 
building agencies of the community, teachers are 
more and more integrating their work with the 
program of the public school. In this way the week- 
day church school is becoming a vital unifying fac- 
tor with reference to those large areas of experi- 
ence which the children are having in the public 
school. Weekday church-school teachers working 
in the field of public school and weekday church 
school coérdination realize that this involves the 
codperative study of pupils’ interests and needs, a 
better understanding of the objectives, activities, and 
experiences of the pupils in the public schools, 
church schools, homes, and community. It is not 
claimed that this work is an exclusive function of 
weekday church schools, but, because of the re- 
lationship with public schools, the weekday church 
school is in a favorable position to major in this task 
which involves all other major objectives of religious 
education. 

From the point of view of the program of the 
International Council, the program of community 
relationships is regarded as one of the major func- 
tions of religious education in the broadest sense. 
This responsibility and opportunity are increasingly 
being recognized as a matter of great concern for 
all religious education, specifically in the areas of 
youth work, adult education program, the vacation 
church school, the Sunday church school, laymen’s 
committees, leadership education, the administration 
of the church school, and all the wider areas and 
problems of field work. 


This article is the first of a series of three in 
which there will be set forth not only something 
of the philosophy of the church school in coérdina- 
tion with community agencies, but several concrete 
illustrations of the way the church school is taking 
the lead in this direction in a number of communities 
of the country. 

















As a Professor Sees It 


By P. H. Gwynn, Jr.* 


\X TE NEED to realize that no halfway meas- 


ures will suffice to bring about a genuine 

rapproachement of religion and public edu- 
cation. More than a mere mechanical adjustment 
will be required to heal the breach. If religion re- 
mains primarily concerned with the conservation of 
traditional beliefs and practices, it will not be pos- 
sible by the use of clever devices to make it an in- 
tegral part of public education. Most of the current 
efforts to solve the problem fall far short of the de- 
sired goal because they fail to go to the root of the 
matter. A formal religious exercise at the beginning 
of the day has very little positive contribution to 
make to religious education. The chief value of such 
a practice lies in the act of corporate worship, and 
that is dependent upon the spirit with which the 
practice is carried out. Such schemes as the right 
of entry |of a teacher from outside the public- 
school system to teach religion in the classroom | 
and w eekday religious instruction on public school 
time suffer from grave defects which render their 
usefulness doubtful. Large numbers of children re- 
main untouched. The artificial separation of edu- 
cation and religion remains, and, if anything, is mag- 
nified. Thus divorced from the central stream of 
experience, religion appears as a relatively unimpor- 
tant addition to the real activities of life. 

The religious education which our young people 
need today can come only from a re-thinking of both 
education and religion in terms that are dynamic 
rather than simply transmissive. Already we are be- 
ginning to think of education as a process of con- 
tinuous reconstruction in the realm of social forces. 
Religion must be interpreted as a way of life rather 
than as a body of doctrines, a formal creed, or a 
ritualistic service. Its method should become the 
persistent and open-minded search for the highest 
values in life. Its ultimate purpose should be the 
final conquest of ev ery foe of personality. 

Between education and religion so conceived 
there is a real unity of purpose and procedure. If 
education is the means by which society reproduces 
itself at higher levels of life, its chief aim is distinctly 
ethical and social. If we conceive of religion in vital 
and psychological terms, the good school appears 
at once essentially to be potentially religious. The 
ideals and objectives of religion and education are 
in a very real sense identical. The gulf which sepa- 


*Professor of Education, Davidson, N. C. (Excerpts from Dr. 
Gwynn’s Thesis.) 


rates the two at present is not to be attributed to 
anything inherent in the nature of education or re- 
ligion. It is the result of giv ing to each too narrow 
and formal an interpretation of its functions. 


* * * 


This positive approach is matched by the ad- 
vanced thinking of leaders in the field of religious 
education, whose purpose it is to transform and 
vitalize the teaching of religion. Here are some of 
the more important features of their proposed re- 
construction: 

(1) Religious education should accept frankly 
and unreservedly the scientific method in its search 
for spiritual values. This means the substitution of 
the inquiring attitude of mind for the dogmatic in 
the realm of religion. 

(2) Religious education should be pupil-centered 
rather than material-centered. To promote the 
growth and integration of personality should be its 
chief aim rather than to impose upon the child a 
formal body of historical religious content. 

(3) The curriculum of religious education 
enue therefore, be conceived in terms of enriched 
and controlled experience. In building it, use should 
be made as far as possible of life situations and of 
the problem-project principle. 

(4) To sum it all up, religious education should 
be creative rather than transmissive. That is to 
say, its main emphasis should be on the enrich- 
ment of personal and social living here and now 
rather than on a passive acceptance of the religious 
heritage as a final revelation of religious truth. 

Such a program of religious education avoids the 
legal and administrative difficulties, as well as the 
inevitable sectarian disputes, inherent in any attempt 
to unite on a minimum of religious traditionalism to 
be taught in the public schools. It is more than a 
mere mechanical device. In essence it is a new 
philosophy and a new method of teaching religion. 


* * * 


The public school is under obligation to develop 
self-reliant, socially minded citizens. The perform- 
ance of this duty with any degree of efficiency re- 
quires that the atmosphere of the school be religious 
in the deepest sense of the term, and that its program 
be permeated with the integrating influence of re- 
ligious instruction. 

There is ground for hope that both religion and 
education will be brought so close to the real prob- 
lems of life that the vital relation of both to the 
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complete development of personality will be fully 
evident. Then, perhaps, it may be possible to expel 
from the popular mind the false and vicious dualism 
between a secular education on the one hand and a 
sacred religion on the other. If this is accom- 


As a School 


/ 


plished, education and religion will be free to 
work in harmonious unity at their important task 
of growing men and women who are keenly con- 
scious and appreciative of the moral and spiritual 
values of life. 


Experiments 


Excerpts from a letter from Mr. J. W. Edgar’ 


OST of our Bible work is done in the junior 
M high school (grades six, seven, and eight). 

The teaching is based on individual research 
by the pupil, directed by the ministers of the city. 
Each minister has organized units of work dealing 
with the Bible. When the child desires to register 
for Bible, he is sent to the pastor of his own church. 
He and his pastor decide which unit he will take. 
The units are so constructed that they are placed in 
the hands of the student who can go ahead with the 
work, needing only occasional conferences with the 
minister. 


The Bible is used as a source for most of the refer- 
ence material. Complete directions for finding ref- 
erences and working out the unit are contained in 
the unit. When the child has finished his unit of 
work, he satisfies the pastor that his progress has 
been satisfactory. The completed unit with the 
pastor’s recommendation is turned into the school 
for permanent record and the child is given an elec- 
tive credit on the work. 


Three units will compose one year of work. How- 
ever, the child may take from one to ten units or 


more and receive credit from the school for every- 
thing he does. A unit is composed of enough work 


_ “Director of Instruction, Victoria Independent School District, 
Victoria, Texas. 


to keep the average child busy for approximately 
sixty hours. . 

Some of the apparent advantages of this type of 
teaching are: 

First, by having each child taught by his own 
pastor, criticism and subsequent opposition for 
teaching Bible in the public schools is immediately 
dissolved. We have three Catholic priests, one Jew- 
ish rabbi, and eight Protestant ministers co6perating 
in this plan. 

Second, this plan allows the child to go to his own 
pastor for his Bible teaching and allows the pastor 
to interpret the Bible to the child in accordance 
with the beliefs of his own church. 

Third, it allows each pastor to have a large group 
of students working under his direction without 
tying up too much of his time. Conferences be- 
tween the individual child and his pastor are held 
by appointment and at the convenience of both. 

Fourth, since the Bible is used as the chief source 
of reference, this work will teach the child to use 
the Bible to fill his individual needs. We believe that 
this will be more effectively done under the research 

lan than it will be under the group instruction plan. 

Fifth, a child may register for Bible anytime dur- 
ing the year or even in the summer months. He may 
take as much or as little as he desires. This avail- 
ability of the Bible strengthens its effectiveness as a 
part of the curriculum. 


As a Pastor Promotes It 


By Dr. Haroip 


A e-- First Presbyterian Church of ‘Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama, feeling the need of some supplemen- 
tary religious instruction, has organized a sys- 

tem of weekday religious instruction classes. 
hese classes meet on Wednesday afternoon, im- 





an ; ; . 3 
Pastor First Presbyterian Church, ‘Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 


FRANCIS BRANCH* 


mediately following the dismissal of the public 
schools. The Juniors, Intermediates and Seniors 
gather at the church. There they are divided into 
three groups—each one of which is under the direc- 
tion of a competent teacher. 

The course which is followed in these classes is 
one which is intended to give the students a con- 
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nected idea of the flow of Bible history, with spe- 
cial emphasis upon its outstanding characters and 
its principal events. 

Inasmuch as the Sunday-school lessons jump 
here and there throughout the Scripture, it was dis- 
covered that the boys and girls had no clear idea 
as to the sequence of events—the orderly following 
of one event and character upon another, and the 
connected relationship between them. This course 
is intended to supply that need. 

The class time is divided into two sections. The 
first half hour is given over to teaching, the teacher 
dealing with these events and characters in as em- 
, phatic and vivid a way as possible. The second half 
hour is given over to an illustrated lecture. Beau- 
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tiful colored slides are used which illustrate the ma- 
terial which has just been covered orally. 

We find that this greatly increases the student’s 
appreciation of these great characters and these 
cardinal events, and gives them, furthermore, a clear 
idea of the flow and progress of history—its de- 
velopment and the connection between the various 
personages and events. 

While the attendance has not been as large as we 
had hoped it would be, we are continuing the 
course, and those who do come say that they are 
finding it interesting and helpful. 

The slides used in the second part of this hour 
are secured from the Victor Animatograph Com- 
pany of Davenport, Iowa. 


As One Virginia Teacher Does It 


By Acnes P. JuNKIN* 


WY caus as religious education arose to meet 
certain definite needs; the need for reaching 

the unreached, the need for bringing religion 
to bear on the everyday life of the child, and the 
need for supplementing the inadequate training the 
church was able to give in a limited time on a Sun- 
day morning. More than one half of the children in 
the United States are not receiving any religious 
training. Our young people are expected to face a 
confused world with poise and faith. In many cases 
they have been adequately trained mentally and 
physically, but have they been led into spiritual ex- 
periences which will give them that poise and faith 
which they need? 

It is in recognition of the fact that man has a 
spiritual nature as well as a mental and a physical, 
and that the neglect of this side of his development 
results in moral weakness and desperate dissatisfac- 
tion, that many opportunities are arising in the pub- 
lic schools for the teaching of religion. If the church 
meets this challenge, the following should be some 
of the results: As the child enters the first grade and 
attempts to adjust himself to his ever-widening 
world of people and things, he will naturally recog- 
nize God as the Father who can be with him in 
everyday living, and Jesus as his best Friend and 


*Weckday Religion Instructor, Tazewell, Va. 


Lord, whose ideals of love and happy service can be 
carried out in school and play and home. As he 
moves into the puzzling problems of still higher 
grades, his religious life will keep pace. His 
geography will be enriched by his consciousness of 
God as creator, and by his study of Christian world 
friendship. Behind the movements of history he 
will see the hand of the all-wise Ruler and will 
glimpse the past accomplishments and the present 
opportunities of the people of God. As he begins 
studying science, he will grow in wonder at the 
power and omnipotence of God. His religious 
teaching will supplement his study of hygiene with 
the all-important conviction that his body is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit and sacred for His use. 
Civics will open up a new world of personal re- 
sponsibility which cannot be adequately met with- 
out the teachings and power of Christ. 

Weekday religious education, to be effective, must 
be as spiritually vital as the heart of the church and 
as educationally efficient as the public school. It can- 
not be educationally efficient if it does not demand 
of the child the same conscientious work and think- 
ing that the public school demands of it, or does not 
offer courses which will contribute in a consistent 
way toward the growth of Christian character. Be- 
cause it must be spiritually vital, it must not limit 
itself to the problems presented obviously by the 
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public school but must build upon them as it pushes 
far beyond, leading the child to face life with his 
Lord, Saviour, and Friend. 


Utilized Enthusiasm 


During the past few years the Virginia teachers 
of weekday church schools have made progress to- 
ward the integration of the religious and secular 
teaching in the public schools. Until the beginning 
of last year, the teachers were faced with the prob- 
lem of teaching grades one through twelve and of 
meeting children’s enthusiastic demand for more 
individual guidance in study and activity. As the 
amount of individual guidance for which they had 
time to plan and to give was exceedingly inadequate, 
they failed to utilize much of the children’s desire 
to study and act. The longing to do something 
about this situation led to building a course with 
definite guidance for children. Suggestive outlines 
for problem-centered units are now available for 
grades four through seven. The following is a de- 
scription of the process in attempting to meet this 
problem: 


One Approach 


The first task was to have “Bible Study Guide- 
books” in adaptable, loose-leaf, mimeographed form 
for grades four through seven. With the curriculum 
guides of the public and weekday church schools of 
Virginia, with the texts of these four grades and 
with constant prayer, the work was attacked. Pupil 
“workbooks” are not new either in public or church 
education. They give the child the benefit of guided 
individual study and activity which form the back- 
ground for class projects and discussions. Properly 
used they should in no way curb individual initia- 
tive on the part of the pupil or limit the teacher as 
she attempts to meet the interests and needs of her 
group. It was the purpose of the writers, through 
the “guidebooks,” to provide for guidance in intel- 
ligent reading of the Bible, and to help boys and 
girls face and meet their problems in the light of 
the Christian principles found in the Bible. The 
general aim of the four courses is to lead the child 
to a familiarity with most of the parts of the Bible 
Which are comprehensible to children, with the 
extra-Biblical Christian literature for children in 
which this generation is so rich, and with the great 
hymns and art of the church. 

The approach to the teaching of religion is a 
major problem in the field of religious education. 
To approach the Bible always with the main purpose 
of mastering the content is to neglect many pressing 
problems facing the child and to ignore the rich 
background for Christian growth the public school 
is offering. To approach it always from a purely 
problematic standpoint is to deprive the child of the 
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privilege of letting its great stories speak their own 
message to his heart. It is with the conviction that 
Bible teaching can be integrated with the public- 
school curriculum that this experiment is being 
carried out. 


The Bible in the Hands of the Child 

Last year, while using a purely problem-centered 
approach, the writer was often confronted with the 
following situation: After telling a Bible story 
designed to meet a need of the children, we would 
be confronted with the demand, “Tell us another 
one about him,” or “What happened after that?” 
or “Tell us a long one.” The Bible stories them- 
selves so fascinated the children that they longed for 
them in untrammeled form. Because of this interest 
on the part of the children and because of our con- 
viction that the Bible had its own message for the 
child, we determined, in our “guidebooks,” to bring 
into juxtaposition the children’s major questions and 
the large sections of the Bible in which their answers 
could be found. 

For example, one unit in the fourth-grade course 
is centered in the question, “What is God like?” 
In their “Bible Study Guidebook” the children are 
led each week to find a solution to their problem by 
the following up of such questions as “What answer 
do we find in the creation story?”, “What answer 
do we find in the story of Joseph?”, “What answer 
do we find in the story of the Israelites’ flight from 
Egypt?” 

Some of the activity suggestions for this fourth- 
grade unit are: 

Write a short play about some part of Abraham’s 

life which you could act out in class or along 

with your friends at home. 

Read in your geography book “A Trip Across the 

Desert,” pages 56-66, and look at the pictures of 

Bedouins to discover how Abraham lived, dressed, 

and traveled. 

Read in your Elson Basic Reader, Book IV, the 

story of “Gemila, Child of the Desert,” page 202. 

Write a sentence telling how the story of 

Abraham answers our question, “What is God 

like?” 

This unit was used last fall in three fourth-grade 
classes. Each child worked out his discoveries in 
his own “guidebook” and the whole class chose some 
method of recording combined discoverings. One 
class decided to make a frieze for the walls of their 
classroom. Another class decided to make a 
“stained-glass window.” The third class chose to 
make a series of shadow pictures. At the close of 
the unit the three classes shared their work with 
each other, and with the other grades, in a chapel 
service planned and conducted by the children 
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themselves. A vital addition in this service was the 
community junior choir, another outgrowth of 
weekday religious education. 


RELIGION IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOL 
CURRICULUM 

The Virginia public-school curriculum is built 
upon centers of interest for each grade—centers 
around which all phases of the child’s life are to be 
developed. The state teachers of religious education 
have chosen themes for their work which are closely 
related to the public-school interests. On this basis 
the “guidebooks” were developed. The following 

condensed outline will show how this was done: 


Grade 1V 

Public-school center of interest: Adaptation of 
Life to Advancing Physical Frontiers. 

General theme for religious education: Adven- 
tures in Right Living. 

Outline of “Bible Study Guidebook”—“Pioneers 
in Religion.” (Bible studies centered in Genesis 
and Exodus. ) 

Grade 

Public-school center of interest: Effects of Inven- 
tions and Discoveries Upon Our Living. 

General theme for religious education: How the 
Bible Affects Our Living. 

Tentative outline for “Bible Study Guidebook”: 
“Our Bible.” 

Grade VI 

Public-school center of interest: Effects of Mass 
Production Upon Our Living. 

General theme for religious education: The De- 
velopment of the Spiritual Life in a Machine 
Age. 

Outline for “Bible Study Guidebook”: “What 
Jesus Means to the World Today.” (Bible 
studies centered in the Gospels, mainly in 


Mark.) 


Building Upon Public-school Texts 

Following the lead of the Virginia Council of 
Religious Education, the courses were built upon 
public-school texts. Throughout the ‘ “guidebooks” 
the children have been referred to stories, poems, 
historical incidents, problems of hygiene or civics 
found in their public-school texts. The develop- 
ment of the courses themselves has been influenced 
by the texts studied. In the fourth- -grade religious 
education course, for instance, Africa was chosen 
as the country for special study because it was the 
only “mission-field” country studied in the fourth- 
grade geography. The fifth- -grade history book, 
dealing as it does with the dev elopment of printing, 
was the determining factor in the choice of the 
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fifth-grade religious education unit, “Our Bible: 
How Did It Come to Be?” The sixth-grade study 
of hygiene led to a unit on self-control. The seventh- 
grade text of Capen and Melchior’s, My Worth to 
the World, Studies in Citizenship, determined the 
choice of the theme for the seventh-grade course, 
“Studies in Christian Citizenship.” 


Integration with Public School Activities 

The whole Virginia weekday religious education 
curriculum has been built upon the conviction that 
public-school activities can be utilized in religious 
work. Some representative public- -school activities 
for the seventh grade listed in the state curriculum 
guide, which ofter possibilities for integration with 
religious education work, are: 

Reporting on how famous men were fitted for 

their positions. 

Collecting and reporting on current events which 

are advancing or delaying the development of 

political democracy. 

Making a book of pictures or writing and giving 

a play ‘shout people w ho have made contributions 

to the advance of political democracy. 

Inviting the juvenile judge to explain how school 

children can assist in maintaining law and order 

for the protection of life and property. 

Discussing the use of leisure time. 

Making a study of health conditions in the com- 

munity. 

Making a cartoon or poster illustrating some of 

the economic difficulties the United States is 

facing. 

Reading about and discussing organizations and 

leagues for peace. 

Reading about and discussing the destruction re- 

sulting from war. 

Making maps showing where religious freedom 

was first established. 

Making a list of well-written books that young 

people might like to read. 

Writing articles for the school paper. 

Making a “clipping case” for newspaper articles. 

Activities which might build upon all of these 
suggestions and still follow the study of Christian 
citizenship in the Sermon on the Mount and in the 
Acts might be as follows: 

The setting up of a class organization, “Modern 

Crusaders,” which might involve the writing of 

a code, the designing of an emblem, and the mak- 

ing of shields embodying the emblem. 

The making of a class book of “Modern Cru- 

sades.”’ Gone modern crusades which would nat- 

urally arise from the study of history and civics 

and the study of Acts might be: 

Facing the Negro problem. 
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Helping the church meet the needs of all the 
people. 
Facing the problem of world friendship. 
Facing the unfinished task of foreign missions. 
Facing modern social wrongs. 
Facing the problem of lawlessness. 
Facing the problem of war in our modern 
world. 
The writing of and presentation of original plays 
showing Christian citizenship at work in the 
home, in the community, and in the world. 
The writing of articles for the school paper on 
Christian citizenship. 


Some Discernible Values 


Results are difficult to ascertain and still more 
difficult to weigh. Although the teaching “without 
texts” bore fruit in the development of attitudes, 
there was probable failure in developing any real 
ability to use the Bible out of class in the independ- 
ent solving of personal problems. 

Although in teaching without “workbooks,” it 
was easy to guide the naturally responsive child and 
those who could independently work up an intelligi- 
ble notebook, the extremely uncommunicative and 
those lacking in initiative were a constant mystery to 
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the teacher. The work in the “guidebooks” has 
often been very revealing and has frequently pro- 
vided a key to the thoughts, problems, interests, 
and talents of a heretofore enigmatical child. 

Rather than tying the children’s minds to a set 
stake, “guidebooks” seem to send them forth on all 
kinds of adventures of their own, and to lead them 
to discern problems they had not recognized before. 
As one fourth-grade class opened, a small boy’s hand 
was raised. 

“What is it, John?” 

“Well, I just have a wonder I’ve been wondering 
about. Why does God let terrible things happen to 
people?” 

His problem opened a stream of questions from 
the other members of that little group. It seemed 
that almost all of the fourth graders had “wonders” 
to “wonder about.” Their eyes glowed with interest 
or awe and their brows were often knit with 
thought as they talked on. . 

“No one could listen long, I think 
Except upon his knees.” 


It is to their knees that those who are teaching 
Bible in the public school are brought. For in no 
other way dare they enter this “open door.” 





Suggested Courses for Use in Weekday Schools 


COURSES FOR PRIMARY GROUPS 
(Grades 1-3; Ages 6-8.) 


Children of One Father. By Juanita Ray Kent. 
Cokesbury, 1932. Price 50¢. Envelope of supple- 
mentary materials, so¢. 

The purpose of this course is to bring about a 
realization that all children are “children of one 
Father.” The author seeks to bring about “feelings 
of interest, friendliness, respect, appreciation, and 
sympathy . . . through a study of the children of 
other lands; their homes, their food, their play, their 
stories, their festivities, ways they help us and ways 
we may help them.” : 

This is a combination content- and experience- 
centered course. It provides opportunity for the 
pupils to engage in purposeful activities. © 

No pupil’s book is provided or needed with the 
course. Guidance for pupil participation is given in 
the book for the teacher. Limited plans are given 
for ten daily sessions, with suggestions for addi- 
tional activities. Limited guidance is given for work 
and study, play, worship, and workers’ conferences. 
The book includes songs, games, poems, stories, and 


Scripture needed with this unit of work and lists of 
other sources of material are given. An envelope 
containing pictures and other material is available 
for use with this course. 


Learning About Our Church. By Ellen E. Fraser. 

Bethany, 1934. Price, $1.00. 

A guide for leaders of primary children suggest- 
ing how to help children discover the church as a 
working fellowship, a group of people who are try- 
ing to live according to God’s plan for the world; 
to find that one may be part of this fellowship by 
showing God’s love to those in one’s immediate cir- 
cle, to the larger group in the church, to the com- 
munity, and to those in other countries. The 
following units are included: Learning about the 
Church as a Building; as a Group of People; Making 
the Community a Happier Place; Finding Out 
Where Help Is Needed Most; Showing God’s Love 
to People Everywhere. 

Bible Homes and Homes Today. By Elizabeth Reed. 

Pilgrim, 1937. Price, $1.00. 

In learning to appreciate the homes of other times 
and places the child’s horizon is widened and he is 
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led to the discovery of new meanings in his own 
home life and should become aware of God work- 
ing through human relationships. 

This text is divided into two units: “Homes of the 
Bible” and “Homes Today,” and is approached 
through the child’s natural interest in the childhood 
of Jesus. Since little is actually known about Jesus’ 
boyhood, an imaginary family in a village of Pales- 
tine is used to give a picture of Jewish home life in 
his day. There are stories, suggestions for activities, 
and the detailed plans for ten sessions on village 
home life in the time of Jesus, and for five sessions 
on Old Testament times. In the second unit, 
“Homes Today,” there are two parts: Homes in 
Other Lands and Homes in America. Through the 
study of homes in America, the children take a 
fresh look at their own home life and discover the 
interdependence within homes. Stories, session plans, 
and factual material are included. 


Learning to Know God Better. By Elizabeth McE. 
Shields. Presbyterian Committee of Publication, 
1932. Price, 5o¢: 

A unit of graded experience for primary children. 
Ten sessions with the children are planned, where 
the following subjects are discussed: ways of know- 
ing God; knowing God through the things he had 
made; the wonders of the world in which we live; 
knowing God through helping him; knowing God 
through Jesus (four sessions); listening and talking 
to God; recalled experiences. 

Suggestions for creative materials and manual 
work are found in the book. The songs suggested 
are with one exception printed in the book. 


Seeking the Beautiful in God’s World. By Amy 
Clowes and Blanche Carrier. Harper, 1930. Price, 
$2.00. 

The eight units include thirty-two sessions in 
groups of two to seven weeks. Each session is in the 
form of a record of what took place in an actual 
group of children. Suggestions are given for addi- 
tional activities including dramatization, notebook 
making, creative writing, drawing, and planning. 
There are source materials in the form of stories 
(eleven from the Bible, thirteen from other sources, 
four original), poems, games, two songs. The de- 
sired outcomes are described in terms of children’s 
appreciation of the beautiful and their ability to ex- 
press it. 


Exploring God’s Out-of-Doors. By Rebecca Rice. 
Pilgrim, 1935. Price, $1.00. 
This is a nature course designed to guide children 
into an appreciation of God and the wonders of His 
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world. Observation of plant and animal life, study 
of the cycles of nature, and stories of men who 
have studied these laws and codperated with them, 
lead to an appreciation of what may be achieved for 
human welfare when man works with God. 

There are five units in this course, each accom- 
panied by detailed directions and suggestions for 
activities. Also reliable nature material is provided 
as background for the teacher unfamiliar with the 
subjects referred to. The section on stories contains 
resource material for all teachers, as all the stories 
are original except the Bible stories. Some of the 
songs and the section on poetry are also new mate- 
rial. Though prepared especially for vacation 
church schools, the text is adaptable for weekday 
groups. 


My Father’s Business. By Elizabeth McE. Shields. 
Presbyterian Committee of Publication, 1935. 
Price, 5o¢. 

This text contains suggestions for ten sessions. It 
is meant to stimulate children to investigate ways in 
which primary children can help God in his world. 
The basic story of the visit of the Boy Jesus to the 
Temple motivates all the procedure. It is hoped that 
the thought, “I must be about my Father’s busi- 
ness,” may find an echo in the heart of each child 
in the groups using this course. 


COURSES FOR JUNIOR GROUPS 
(Grades 4-6; Ages 9-11.) 


Living Today and Tomorrow. By Elsie Ball. Abing- 
don, 1932. Teachers text, 128 pages, price, $1.00. 
Pupil’s text, 143 pages, price, $1.00. 

The teaching materials are designed to help boys 
and girls apply the teachings of Jesus to their indi- 
vidual and group problems. The materials are sug- 
gestive rather than comprehensive. The course con- 
tains thirty sessions each with a general theme, Bible 
references, discussion, story, and suggested readings. 
The approach is pupil-centered. Sessions are named 
as, “No Quitter,” “Responsibility for Our Acts,” 
“Social Responsibility,” “Giving Honor to Others,” 
“Quick to See Another’s Need.” The pupil’s book 
as well as the teacher’s manual provides story ma- 
terials. Suggestions are given for adapting this unit 
to a group and for developing activities. 


Friends at Work. By Elsie Ball. Methodist Book 
Concern, 1934. Price $1.00. 
The purpose of this text, which is arranged in 
three units, is to help boys and girls to have a broader 
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understanding of the meaning of friendship and the 
lace of the friendly spirit in Christian living. 

The first unit shows the various ways in which 
members of a community may show the friendly 
spirit, the second provides for an investigation of 
what makes the world friendly; and the third leads 
to the discovery of the friendly spirit of those who 
have extended the teaching of Jesus around the 
world. There are stories, songs, suggestions for 
various activities, daily procedures, and worship 
experiences. 


Adventuring in Peace and Goodwill. By Annie Sills 

Brooks. Pilgrim, 1930. Price, 30¢. 

The aim of the course is to widen the children’s 
knowledge and appreciation of other races and peo- 
ples; to help them see the difficulties of peoples of 
different types and traditions and desires in trying 
to get along together, the similarity to certain prob- 
lems in their own family and group living; to help 
the children think out ways of meeting the prob- 
lems of living together as members of a family. It 
is a ten-day vacation-school course but would read- 
ily adapt itself to a weekday situation. 

Each program states the theme for the day, a list 
of materials to be used in the activity period, and 
includes stories, discussion, service of worship, and 
directions for other types of activity. The course 
was originally worked out in the author’s church 
school with a group of juniors, and is a record of 
what leader and children did and said. 

The children organize themselves into a Junior 
League of Nations. Notebook work, scrapbook 
making, preparing gifts for children of another 
country, go hand in hand with the discussions, wor- 
ship, and stories. 


Building a Christian Character. By Blanche Carrier 
and Amy Clowes. Harper, 1928. Price, $2.00. 
Pupil’s book, 25¢. 

There are thirty-six lessons arranged in seven 
groups of four to seven weeks, with such titles as 
“Learning How to Live,” “Learning to Be Trusted.” 
There are hymns and pictures, plans for notebook 
and poster work, suggestions for worship. Each ses- 
sion is outlined. In the preface the authors state 
that the course is based on the problems of the pupil 
relating to Christian concepts, attitudes, choices, and 
habits. The aim is defined in terms of “reaching 
out after the best ways of working with God and 


of becoming our best.” The book contains excellent 
source materials. 


Exploring the Trail With the Master Guide. By 
me and Newton. Westminister, 1934. Price 
1.75. 
The aims of this course are: a knowledge that 
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Jesus’ way of life is the Trail of Christian Living, 
which God desires his children to follow; a realiza- 
tion of the willingness and power of Jesus; the 
growing ability to understand and heed the markers 
along the trail which God has given both in the 
Guidebook (Bible) and in experiences of those who 
have lived worthily since Bible times; and a definite 
acceptance of Jesus, the Son of God, as their Guide. 

This book presents a vacation church school pro- 
gram for juniors that is adaptable for weekday ses- 
sions. The first five sessions introduce the trail, the 
Master Guide, and the Guidebook (Bible); the sec- 
ond part, the longest part of the course, discovers 
rules of the trail which Juniors must follow in order 
to be true Christians; the third part deals with places 
where the trail leads us—home, school, church, and 
community, as well as out into the world. 

Detailed plans for the sessions are given. In addi- 
tion, there is ample source material in the appendix— 
games, stories, activities, and crafts, with directions. 


Riches to Share. Alice Bartow Hobensack. Abing- 
don, 1937. Teacher’s manual, $1.00. Pupil’s work- 
book, 20¢. 

This is a unit on stewardship in its larger meaning, 
including the Christian use of all possessions, because 
involved in the use of possessions are some of the 
fundamental problems of human relationships. Spe- 
cific questions—such as paying children for house- 
hold services, giving them allowances, taking money 
for an offering in the church school, breaking a 
neighbor’s window during a baseball game, or shar- 
ing a bicycle—need to be interpreted in the light 
of Christian social living. 


Learning About War and Peace. By Imogene Mc- 

Pherson. Bethany, 1937. Price, $1.00. 

The purpose of the text is to help children (1) to 
understand something of the nature and causes of 
war, (2) to guide them into a growing appreciation 
of peace and a zest for it, (3) to help them gain 
insight into God’s purpose for mankind as revealed 
through the life of Jesus. 

The course is arranged in four units of six ses- 
sions each: “Why People Fight,” “What War 
Does,” “Working for a Peaceful World,” and 
“What We Can Do About It.” The course con- 
tains stories, factual materials, suggested activities, 
and worship material. 


The Land Where Jesus Lived. By Barnett Spratt. 

Cokesbury, 1933. Price, so¢. 

The purpose of the unit is to enrich the lives of 
boys and girls by helping them to come to a better 
understanding and appreciation of the personality, 
life, and teachings of Jesus. 

The unit is developed through listing things to 
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find out about the land where Jesus lived; using a 
simple test to arouse interest and to discover ac- 
curacy of information already acquired about the 
simple facts of his life; discovering sources of in- 
formation and materials; working together in small 
groups and sharing findings with the group as a 
whole; discussion of reports, committees, and of 
questions asked by the group; planning, carrying 
out, and evaluating activities, participating in wor- 
ship; putting into practice certain teachings of Jesus 
in carefully supervised play activities, sharing inter- 
esting results of the study with parents and friends. 

Specific guidance is given for ten sessions with 
suggestions for additional activities when the school 
continues longer. Stories, poems, hymns, games, 
and informational material are included. 

An envelope containing pictures, maps, tests, and 
other materials has been prepared for use with this 
unit. 


Juniors Explore the Alcohol Problem. By Elsie 

Rodgers. Westminster, 1936. Price, 30¢. 

This is a unit covering five weeks’ time, dealing 
with the social and health implications of the alcohol 
problem. Its purpose is to help Junior boys and 
girls to discover the nature and effects of alcohol, 
to determine their responsibility for their own wel- 
fare and that of others; and to reach conclusions as 
to desirable attitudes and conduct, in harmony with 
the principles of Christlike living. 

In this booklet are two other units written for 
use with Juniors: “How Can I Help My Country?” 
and “The Junior and Prayer.” 


COURSES FOR INTERMEDIATE GROUPS 


Our Living Church. Lucile DesJardins. West- 
minster Press, 1936. $1.00. 

Throughout the units (1) “Here and Now’; 
(2) “Through the Past Ages”; (3) “Facing the Fu- 
ture”; and (4) “Our Place in the Living Church,” 
suggestions are given for leading the pupils into a 
realization that the church is not merely a material 
building but a living organism. 

Supplementary units may be: Our Church, 
Lobingier; My Church, Ruth See; The Christian 
Church, Slattery; Being a Church Member, Perin. 


The Kingdom of Love. Blanche Carrier. Harper 

Brothers, 1927. $2.00. 

Covering a thirty-four weeks’ period, this course 
is planned “to help the pupil see Jesus so vividly, and 
through Jesus to see God in so wholesome a light, 
that he shall desire to become Christlike in his own 
everyday life and worship God in spirit and truth.” 

Supplementary material: The Story of Jesus, Basil 
Mathews; Jesus and the Problems of Life, Weston. 
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Educating Children for Peace. McPherson. Abing- 
don Press. $1.00. 

This book is the result of combined experiences 
of New York and Brooklyn schools as they ex- 
plored the deeper meaning of peace for themselves 
in their situations. It is most suggestive for other 
groups who would start on a similar trail of creative 
discovery. 

Enrichment materials are: Learning About War 
and Peace, McPherson; Broken Guns, Brainard; 
Peace Crusaders, Gricom; Adventuring in Peace and 
Goodwill, Brooks; Good Will Around the World, 
Junior Unit for July-September, 1935, Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication. 


Discovering God in the Beautiful. Clyde. Judson. 
$1.00. 

This book outlines an adventure in appreciation of 
the workers in nature and the beauty of pictures, 
music, sculpture, architecture, and Christian per- 
sonality. The purpose of the unit is not to develop 
an ability to analyze the forms of art but an appre- 
ciation of truth and beauty as a revelation of God. 

Definite procedures for twenty sessions are given 
and even leaders and groups with limited resources 
will find in this book sufficient material to make 
possible rewarding experiences. 


We All Need Each Other. Jenness. Methodist Book 

Concern. $1.00. 

A guide for leaders of Intermediates. ‘This course 
recognizes our growing inter-relatedness, and tries 
to interpret the facts in the light of our natural 
brotherhood as children of one Father. The book 
takes up four of the ways in which all countries are 
now inter-related, and should lead a group to dis- 
cover the Christian interpretation of the situation. 

The first section of each unit contains those ma- 
terials used by democratic leaders with their groups; 
session plans and worship services, twenty provo- 
cative questions and a list of activities from which to 
choose. The second section contains leaders’ mate- 
rials: stories, notes on crafts and procedure, and a 
list of source materials. There is also a section on 
how to expand the unit. 


How Big Is Your World? Lobingier. Pilgrim 
Press. Pupil’s book, 35¢. Leader’s manual, 60¢. 
This course seeks to “guide the pupils in the con- 

trol and enrichment of their present experience, 

looking toward a broader world fellowship in har- 
mony with the practice and spirit and teachings of 

Jesus.” 

The pupil’s book contains blank pages for a rec- 
ord of “What We Plan to Do,” “Each One’s Re- 
sponsibility,” “Our Group Activities,” “My Own 
Personal Activities,” and “How Our Group Con- 
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” 


cluded Its Enterprise.” Source material is gathered 
from experiences and activities of young people, de- 
scriptive and biographical publications. 


The leader’s manual describes ways of starting 
the enterprise, including an outline plan of proce- 
dure. The enterprise itself suggests contacts with 
some racial group, or friendly service in another 
land, or study of other forms of religion, or building 
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a hall of fame without regard to barriers of race or 
nationality. The source materials are reproduced 
from the pupil’s book. An appendix provides fifty 
statements which may be used, and an attitude text 
on world relations. 


Other Suggested Units are: 
Twelve Negro Americans, Jenness; The Orient 
Steps Out, Jenness. 





1937 Awards of Rally Day Banners 


OR many years, but without attaching any 

undue emphasis to the effort, our Executive 

Committee of Religious Education and Pub- 
lication has been presenting Rally Day Banners to 
the Sunday school in each of our eighty-eight 
presbyteries which made the largest per capita 
contribution to the work of Sunday School Exten- 
sion in the annual Rally Day Offering. The re- 
sponse for this year has been most gratifying and 
the winners of the banners will be found listed at 
the close of this article. 

There are two matters in this connection in which 
the Executive Committee of Religious Education 
and Publication covets the help and advice of 
our Presbyterian Sunday schools. Under present 
rules for awarding the banner it is readily recog- 
nized that it is somewhat more difficult for a 
large Sunday school to receive the award than 
for a small one. But, if we are to make any 
changes in the rules, what direction shall they take? 
What would our Sunday-school superintendents 
and leaders think of classifying our Sunday schools 
in each presbytery into two or more groups, with 
a banner offered to the winner within each group? 
If such a plan were adopted, what would be the 
basis of this classification and how many classifica- 
tions should be established in each presbytery? 
There are other questions growing out of such a 
departure from our present policy which will be 
apparent to the reader, but these can only be taken 
up after the larger questions are solved. 

It may also be that some serious consideration 
should be given to re-writing the rules as at present 
established, continuing the idea of only one banner 
within each presbytery, but making it most easily 
possible for large schools to share the honors. This 
would undoubtedly simplify matters considerably, 
while at the same time it would allow all schools 


in a presbytery more equal opportunity to earn the 
same banner. Perhaps this would at the same time 
give more life and spirit to the idea and develop 
more general interest among some of the larger 
schools than now appears to exist. 

It is hoped that many who read this article will 
give some thought to the questions proposed above. 
The Executive Committee of Religious Education 
and Publication is anxious so to direct this effort that 
equal opportunity may be offered to every Sunday 
school in our General Assembly to receive the Rally 
Day Offering award. Address your response to 
Edward D. Grant, Executive Secretary, Presby- 
terian Building, Richmond, Virginia, and be assured 
that your comments and suggestions will be deeply 
appreciated and will receive full consideration. 

The 1937 awards have been granted as follows: 


LIST OF BANNER SCHOOLS FOR 1937 


Presbyteries Schools. 
SyNop OF ALABAMA 


Birmingham Birmingham First 
East Alabama Greenville 
Mobile Brewton 
North Alabama Courtland 
Tuscaloosa Uniontown First 
Synop oF APPALACHIA 
Abingdon Galax 
Asheville Franklin 
Holston Cove Creek 
Knoxville Cleveland 
Synop or ARKANSAS 
Arkansas Marianna 
Ouachita Dobyville 
Pine Bluff Holly Grove 
Washburn Prairie Grove 
SyNop OF FLORIDA 
Florida Havana 
St. Johns Safety Harbor 
Suwannee Fernandina 


























Presbyteries Schools 


SyNop oF GEORGIA 


Athens Elberton 
Atlanta Jonesboro 
Augusta Monticello 
Cherokee Calhoun 
Macon Perry 
Savannah Dorchester 
Southwest Georgia Boston 


Synop oF KENTUCKY 


Guerrant Jackson 
Lexington-Ebenezer Washington 
Louisville South Louisville 
Muhlenburg Henderson First 


Transylvania; Paint Lick 


Synop oF LOUISIANA 


Louisiana Plains 
New Orleans Covington 
Red River Belcher 


SyNnop OF MiIssISsIPPI 


Central Mississippi Morgan City 
East Mississippi Shuqualak 
Meridian Ruth Memorial 
Mississippi Pine Ridge 
North Mississippi Grenada 
SyNop oF Missouri 
Lafayette Saline 
Missouri Palmyra 
Potosi Jackson First 
St. Louis Troy 
Upper Missouri Liberty 
Synop oF NorTH CAROLINA 
Albemarle Williamston 
Concord Centre 
Fayetteville Red Springs 
Granville Nut Bush 
Kings Mountain Lowell 
Mecklenburg Charlotte First 
Orange Madison 
Wilmington Clarkton 
Winston Salem Reynolda 
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Presbyteries 


Durant 
Indian 
Mangum 
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Schools 


SyNoD OF OKLAHOMA 


Marietta First 
St. Matthews 
Central Shawnee 


SyNop OF SNEDECOR MEMORIAL 


Central Alabama 
Central Louisiana 


Ethel 


No report 
Good Hope 
No report 


North and South Carolina Mt. Pisgah 
SyNnop OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


Bethel 
Charleston 
Congaree 
Enoree 
Harmony 

Pee Dee 
Piedmont 
South Carolina 


Columbia 
Memphis 
Nashville 


Brazos 
Brownwood 
Central Texas 
Dallas 

El Paso 

Fort Worth 
Paris 

Texas Mexican 
Western Texas 


East Hanover 
Lexington 
Montgomery 
Norfolk 
Potomac 
Roanoke 

West Hanover 
Winchester 


Bluestone 
Greenbrier 
Kanawha 





Heath Springs 
Orangeburg 
Trenton 
Reidville 
Hebron 
Marion 

Mt. Pleasant 
Old Fields 


SyNop OF TENNESSEE 


Fayetteville 
Dyersburg 
Stones River 


SyNop oF TEXAS 


Calvert 

New Hope 
Corsicana First 
Waxahachie 
Lovington 
Eliasville 
Hallsville 

Del Rio (Mex) 
Lockhart 


SYNOD OF VIRGINIA 


Ginter Park 

Pisgah 

Christiansburg 
Glenwood Park 
Leesburg 

Hermon 

Appomattox Court House 
Woodstock 


SyNop OF WEST VIRGINIA 


Northfork 
Old Fort Spring 
Logan First 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND PUBLICATION 
Budget Receipts for April 1, 1936—January 1, 1937.............. $42,728.16 


Budget Receipts for April 1, 1937—January 1, 1938 


Increase for nine months 





ok va Se 44,280.39 
eee $ 1,552.23 


Survey Week—February 13-20. 
Ask your Secretary of Literature about the new plans for the Survey 
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A Personal Message to the Women of 
Our Church 


Dear AUXILIARY MEMBER: 

This copy of the Survey will be reaching you 
about the zoth of January and it affords me an 
opportunity to remind you of something extremely 
important just ahead. Beginning with January 30, 
and ending with February 6, the whole Church will 
observe a special Week of Prayer and Self-Denial 
for Foreign Missions. 

Now, I realize you have heard of Self-Denial 
Week before. In fact, it may be that you have 
observed it so regularly year by year that it has 
become almost routine with you. Possibly, the keen 
sense of urgency you used to feel has been dulled 
to some extent, and you cannot now muster quite 
the same concern. 

This is the very reason I want to write to you. 

Something so extremely urgent is before us! Every 
Self-Denial Week has had its element of urgency. 
But this one, this year, has something special that 
makes it still more important. You know how it is 
with telegrams. Every telegram is supposed to be 
an urgent message. But some telegrams are doubly 
important, and are marked with one star on two 
stars at the telegraph office to indicate their special 
urgency. Well, this is a double-star Self-Denial 
Season. 
_ To begin with, this Self-Denial Week is different 
in that we have a definite goal to reach. Usually, 
you know, we just ask the Church for an offering, 
without any specific mention of the amount that 
we hope to get. But this year, our needs are so 
specific that we are definitely asking the Church 
for $225,000 in this special week. Of course, this 
doesn’t mean that we are setting any limit to the 
offering, except a lower limit. We could use twice 
this amount and still be far behind what we ought 
to be doing for our missionaries right now. But 
we can’t get along with Jess than $225,000. 


This $225,000 really represents a double need, and 
I want to show it to you in its two parts. 

The first part is $125,000 that we need as the 
usual Self-Denial Offering given every year. We 
have gone over our records for ten years and find 
that this offering averages just about $125,000 per 
year. We simply can’t do without this. You see, 
it has become a regular annual contribution to 
Foreign Missions and we depend on it each year. 
This year, I really wish we could make it more, 
because there is such desperate need for it in all 
of our fields. It hurts me to see the glorious 
opportunities in Brazil and Africa and Korea, the 
wide-open fields and the waiting hearts, without 
being able to do one thing to go in and take advan- 
tage of these conditions. It seems a shame, too, that 
we can do so little in Japan and Mexico when we 
see how desperately the gospel is needed. Did you 
know that our foreign-mission schools are actually 
trying to run on an average grant of $37.00 a year! 
Imagine it! Running a school on less than what a 
lot of people pay for a winter coat! And our hos- 
pitals, with thousands of people crowding their 
doors, are being given $490.00 a year to take care 
of the sick and afflicted! Then there are the mil- 
lions who haven’t even had a chance to hear the 
gospel simply because of the lack of workers. It 
really is a wonder that some of our missionaries 
have not gotten discouraged and quit. But they 
haven’t. Somehow they will not leave their work. 
They’ll stay there to the end; but they’ll always be 
waiting, waiting for us to do something to help. 

Then there is the terrible situation in China. We 
are asking for another $100,000 to take care of extra 
expenses over there. I imagine you have been read- 
ing about it in the papers. The Survey, the Observer 
and the Presbyterian of the South have all had arti- 
cles. You know it has been necessary to bring some 


117 























118 


THE 


families out of China and back to the United States. 
A few others have gone to Korea, the Philippines, 
Siam, and other places in the Far East. Then 
another large group, especially mothers and their 
children, have gone to places of refuge in China, 
having had to leave their regular stations, which 
were under bombardment. They are having to live 
in hotels, boarding houses, private homes, schools, 
and the like. The cost of living, too, has shot up 
rapidly in China and we shall simply have to give 
our missionaries more to provide them a living. All 
of this represents a big additional cost our Com- 
mittee is having to meet. We have gone to the bank 
and borrowed the money because we felt sure the 
whole Church would want us to take every measure 
necessary for the safety and protection of our mis- 
sionaries; but these expenses will have to be met, 
and they cannot be paid out of the regular income, 
because this is insufficient. Imagine, too, the 
enormous extra work that our hospitals are having 
to do. They are filled to overflowing with war 
casualties, men, women, and little children, the sick 
and the wounded, who need our help more than 
they ever did. 

I didn’t mean to write you such a long letter, but 
this thing is on my heart. I sit here day by day 
and read these letters from China and our other 
fields, and I know how heroically our missionaries 
are carrying on. They do not complain; but I can 
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read between the lines and see that they are endur- 
ing real hardship. The time has come when we 
ought to do something. I mean something big, 
This isn’t just some relatively important thing like 
building an auditorium or a new public library. We 
are talking about giving the Saviour to people around 
the world, the 7ost important thing on earth, some- 
thing that would settle all the troubles and problems 
with which this old world of ours is vexed today, 
And yet, some people would give a thousand dollars 
to build the new library and contribute fifty cents 
for Foreign Missions! Somehow that seems to me 
to be all out of proportion. It ought to make us 
stop and readjust our whole scale of values. I don’t 
think Christ- would expect us to divide our gifts 
that way. 

So we are asking for $225,000. You see this is 
just about twice our usual Self-Denial Offering. 
The China emergency has doubled the need, and 
we are asking you to double your foreign-mission 
offering. 

I’m leaving this $225,000 with you. Remember, it 
is for our missionaries; it is for those millions of 
people who’ve never had a chance. Remember, too, 
it is for the Master. Give Him your best. 


Yours in His service, 


C. Darsy FuLTon. 
Nashville, Tennessee. 





An Appreciation of The Presbyterian Survey 


You who read this are subscribers to the SuRVEY— 
at least you are readers! You love the Survey be- 
cause you know its worth. But there are many out 
over the Church who do not love our magazine, and 
they do not love it because they do not read it. 
During the week of February 13-20, you who are 
readers of the Survey are called upon to show your 
appreciation. You can do this by telling others 


about it, and by really and truly helping your Sec- 
retary of Literature to get some new subscribers. 
The plan of the Committee on Woman’s Work 
is to make far greater use of the Survey in the 
circle program material this coming year than ever 
before. This is a good talking point when trying 
to get a new subscription. It is hoped that soon the 
SuRVEY will be available to every Auxiliary member! 








GLORIOUS LIVING, the life stories of seven women missionaries, is a book that will 
never grow old. The Church will ever recall these heroic women who labored for the Lord 
Jesus Christ in other lands just ¢s it recalls the early missionaries who slowly wended their 
way to Northern Europe, winning that continent for Christ. 

So successfully have the writers of these biographies accomplished their task that the 
characters come to life, step from the pages of the book, and share with the reader the joys 
and sorrows, the achievements and failures, the hopes and desires of the pioneer mission- 
aries. If you have not read it, a real treat awaits you. 


JOHN L. Fairy. 














Four New Synodical Presidents 


























Above Lert—Mrs. George M. Smith, Texas. Anove right—Mrs. H.C. Dean, Georgia. Be.ow tert—Mrs. W. E. Sherritt, 
Kentucky. Betow ricut—Mrs. D. R. Beeson, Appalachia. 
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“PBraping in the Holy Spirit” 


The Holy Spirit has been given to every child of God to be his very life, and for the purpose 
of accomplishing all that God wills him to be or do. It is significant to note that Jude calls 
Christians to pray “in the Holy Spirit” (Jude 20) and not “with” the Holy Spirit. To pray “in 
the Spirit” one’s life must conform to the will of God—be controlled by the Spirit. Let us then 
draw from the epistles we are reading during this month three essentials (you will note many 
others) to “praying in the Holy Spirit,” suggested in three realms of the Christian life. 

_ In Our Persona Lives THere Must Be Ricuteousness. “The eyes of the Lord are over the 
righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that 
do evil.” (I Peter 3:12.) It is not possible for us to transgress the will of God in our own personal 
lives and expect to have God’s favorable response to our petitions; but, “/f we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just to forgive our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9.) 

In Our Home Lives Tuere Must Be Harmony. After having given implicit instruction to wives, 
Peter says, “Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them . . . as being heirs together of the grace of 
life; that your prayers be not hindered.” (1 Peter 3:7.) When there is contention in the household, 
the Family Altar loses its power. When kindness, thoughtfulness, and compassion—all gifts of the 
Spirit—abide, the Family Altar draws all the hearts of the home together in a holy and Christ- 
like unity, and seals in every heart a devotion to Christ and to each other that all the forces 
of evil cannot disturb. 

In Our Corporate Lives Tuere Must Be Love. “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying 
the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another 
with a pure heart fervently.” “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his 
life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” “This commandment have 
we from him, That he who loved God love his brother also.” (I Peter 1:22; I John 3:16; 4:21.) 
Only through the Spirit of God can we truly love all men. Love, that reaches through the unlovely 
and sometime hideous exterior to the gem implanted in every man by the Altogether Lovely One, 
is a work of the Spirit. He who taught us first to say “Our Father” will teach us how to intercede 
for all to whom God is, or would be, Father—for souls clothed in coats of brown, black, yellow, 
and red, as well as for men and women of our own race. 

Christians, with lives controlled by the Spirit and hearts “praying in the Holy Spirit” declare 
as did John: 


“Whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those 
things that are pleasing in his sight .. . If we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth 
us: and if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions 
that we desired of him.”—I John 3:22; 5:14, 15. 


What a provision God has made for His own! Prayer reaches from the infinite resources of God 
to the needy heart of man, linking man’s weakness with God’s power. The Christian who lives by 
the Spirit and prays in the Spirit knows no hindrance to prayer. By the prayer of faith he triumphs 
over all circumstances and claims the power of God for himself and others. 


Let us include in our prayers this month the following petitions: 


That the immediate and emergency needs in our foreign-mission work, created by the war con- 
ditions in the Orient, may be promptly and adequately met by the people of our Church. 

That the message of Glorious Living may exert a lasting influence on the lives of all who read it. 

That the day of prayer for schools and colleges may be observed throughout our Assembly. 
That Christian students everywhere may be strong in the faith and influential for Christ on the 
college campus. 

That the PREsBYTERIAN SuRvEY may be more widely circulated and have an increased oppor- 
tunity to inform and inspire our people in the work of our Church around the world. 

That all who are called to places o leadership in our Auxiliary may respond in the Spirit of 
Christ, and undertake their tasks in the strength of the Lord alone. 
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The 1938-1939 Auxiliary Bible Study Plan 


God has graciously blessed the plan of Bible 
Study which has been followed by the Auxiliary 
during this Church year. Evidences of His ap- 
proval have been seen on every hand, and to Him we 
give all grateful praise. From individuals and groups 
across the Southland have come requests that a 
similar plan of Bible study be followed another year. 
Therefore, it is with joy that this announcement of 
the 1938-1939 Auxiliary Bible Study Plan is made. 

The same general plan for Auxiliary Bible Study 
which is being followed this year will be followed 
during the Church year 1938-1939. 

The Daily Bible Readings for individuals will in- 
clude selected devotional passages from the Old 
Testament. The Scripture passages suggested in the 
Daily Bible Reading booklet will not lead the reader 
to complete the reading of the Old Testament dur- 
ing the year, but it is hoped that the reading of 
some of the great devotional passages of the Old 
Testament will inspire many to read the entire Old 
Testament. There will be a booklet giving Daily 
Bible Readings similar to the one provided this 
year, which will give some leading question or 
thought to each day’s reading. 

The Circle Bible Readings will be based on Scrip- 
ture selected from the Daily Bible Readings of the 
preceding month, and centered largely around the 
questions in the individual booklet. The first Circle 


Bible Readings will be a general introduction to the 
plan for the following circle readings of the year— 
revealing some of the values of reading the Word 
and some of the life issues which should result. The 
Leader’s Helps for the twelve Circle Bible Read- 
ings will be available in booklet form for the con- 
venience of leaders, and will also be printed in 
twelve leaflets and sent monthly with circle program 
literature. 

Paul’s letter to the Philippians has been selected 
as the book for intensive study. During our Jubilee 
Year the theme “Christ and His Church First” was 
kept prominent in our thinking and this year we 
have had before us the theme of Ephesians, “Saved 
by Christ to Serve Through the Church.” Surely it 
will be a helpful sequence to study “The Joy Epis- 
tle” through which one may learn the secret of the 
Apostle Paul’s radiant love and triumphant spirit 
in the service of Christ. Definite helps which will 
lead to at least five hours of study in Paul’s Letter 
to the Philippians will be provided. 

Let us prepare to enter upon the study of the 
Word another year with great joy and expectancy 
as we daily read — which contain some of the 
heart messages of the Old Testament and as we plan 
to study the great love letter of the Apostle Paul. 
Surely our love for God will be deepened and our 
joy in the Lord greatly increased. 





THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


You who have accepted this responsibility are 
eager to know how others are finding officers— 
women who are capable of leadership and who are 
willing to accept the responsibility. For your en- 
couragement and consideration we give you briefly 


the following accounts of plans worked in two 
churches: 


PLAN oF CENTRAL CHURCH AUXILIARY, 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 


The pastor of Central Presbyterian Church, At- 
lanta, a large downtown church with many prob- 
lems, thus challenged his women to accept office in 
the auxiliary: 

He suggested that a Nominating Committee be 
appointed who would give much prayer to select- 
ing nominees, that no one would be approached 
privately with the request that she serve as an offi- 
cer, but that names of those whom the Nominating 
Committee would like to have serve be read at the 
March annual meeting. He asked also that the en- 


tire membership of the auxiliary be much in prayer 
that the right women would be asked and that these 
would agree to serve. Needless to say there was ex- 
citement at the annual meeting! When the names of 
new officers were presented by the Nominating 
Committee not one woman refused to accept office 
to which she was nominated! And the work is being 
carried forward with wonderful results. 


No CoaxinG, PLEASE! 


“I feel very much that we are belittling the Lord’s 
work if we have to hunt around and ask several 
people and then have to coax and plead,” writes one 
leader. And then she tells how one Nominating 
Committee worked: 

“As the chairman went about her daily tasks she 
prayed for guidance, bearing the special petition 
that God would guide the committee to the right 
woman first! Then she called a meeting of her com- 
mittee and they, too, joined in the prayer to be led 

(Continued on page 128) 


I2I 
































A Call to Prayer for Students 


The General Assembly has designated February 27 as a Day of Prayer for Schools and Colleges. To 
Auxiliary women, who have shared very largely in student life both at home and abroad through the 
Annual Birthday Gifts, this call to prayer from our Assembly should indeed be far-reaching. Let us pray 
not only for those young men and women whom we know personally in our colleges but let us pray 
definitely for the students whose lives have been, or are being, influenced through the institutions to 
which we have contributed through our Birthday Gifts. The following is a list of institutions in which 
we have had some share through our gifts: 





Miss Dowd’s School for Girls, Kochi, Japan. 

The Presbyterian School for Mexican Girls, Taft, Texas. 

The Assembly’s Training School, Richmond, Virginia. 

The Charlotte Kemper School, Lavras, Brazil. 

Oklahoma Presbyterian College for Indian Girls, Durant, Oklahoma. 
The Jennie Speer School for Girls, Kwangju, Korea. 

Emily Estes Snedecor Nurses’ Training School for Negro Girls, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 
Two Schools for Mexican Girls, Chilpancingo and Zitacuaro, Mexico. 
Central School for Missionaries’ Children, Lubondai, Africa. 

Stuart Robinson School, Blackey, Kentucky. 

Highland Institute, Guerrant, Kentucky. 

China Bible Institutes, North Kiangsu and Mid-China Missions. 


Golden Castle College, Nagoya, Japan. 


Montreat College, Montreat, N. C. 
Agnes Erskine School, Recife, Brazil. 





For District Chairmen 


Miss Frances Calvert, a District Chairman in Winchester 
Presbyterial, gives the following “Retrospect and Prospect” 
for district chairmen’s consideration in February: 


Retrospect and Prospect. What do these words suggest 
to you in relation to your Auxiliary work? 


Retrospect. Look back over the work of your district 
during the past months and evaluate it. Wherein have your 
auxiliaries shown decided progress? Has the work in some 
instances remained static? Do you see some failures? 


Prospect. Using the findings of your retrospection as a 
starting point, lay some plans for the coming year. Think- 
ing of each auxiliary as a separate unit, set for each at least 
one point to be achieved during the next year. This should 
be always the one thing which will most help that auxiliary 
in the business of winning, teaching, and developing souls. 
Can you see some ways wherein the district as a whole 
might be improved? You will want to set some goals for 
yourself also. How can you improve both yourself and 
your service to the Lord through the channel of your serv- 
ice to the women of your district? 





Last Call for Anniversary Banners 


Just a few of them are left, and these should find 
a place of useful service. Perhaps that place is in 
your auxiliary—it is if you do not have one on the 
wall of your place of meeting. At the annual meet- 
ing of this Anniversary year our banner should be 
in evidence. 

Special Offer. As a special inducement to have 
this Silver Anniversary Banner used by every auxil- 
iary, the Committee on Woman’s Work is offering 
the few now on hand at the reduced price of 15 
cents each. 


Let Us Have Your Montreat Pictures 


Request was made during the Montreat Auxiliary 
Training School last summer that those who had 
kodaks take pictures of individuals and groups and 
scenes, and that these be sent to the Committee on 
Woman’s Work for use in the Auxiliary Depart- 
ment of the Survey. This is a call for such pictures. 
Send them to the Committee on Woman’s Work, 
please, then watch the May, June, and July issues 
of the Survey for the prize pictures! 





For program of World Day of Prayer, see page 69 
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Local Auxiliary Finances 


February is the month when the finance commit- 
tee of the auxiliary begins to work on the budget 
for the next year. In this connection let us read the 
following paragraph from our Silver Anniversary 
book, YESTERYEARS: 

“The financial plan of the Assembly for the Auxil- 
iary has had a thorough testing since 1920, has been 
reaffirmed in toto once and in separate divisions 
more often. It presents the first unified budget of 
our Church, and those who have carefully followed 
it these seventeen years have found that it has uni- 
fied the budget with increasing loyalty on the part 
of all organizations toward the church of which 
they are a member. It gives an understanding of 
the relationship between the various Causes of the 
Church, develops a new loyalty in the members of 
the auxiliary toward the budget of the church to 
which every woman in the auxiliary is giving two 
gifts instead of one, and builds up the greatly de- 
sired medium position in which the business value 
of the budget is utilized and the personal appeal of 
the missionary items of the budget are retained. Any 
increased emphasis on the budget is in danger of 
turning our Church benevolences into a mechanical, 
uninspired process of routine business, yet the bud- 
get has some excellent panes The personifying of 
the missionary needs of our benevolences is also of 
greatest importance. The Auxiliary’s financial plan 
of adhering to the budget as a business proposition 
and of adding to it a heartfelt consecrated self- 
denial gift to God’s needy children at home or 


abroad is the Assembly’s financial plan for the 
Auxiliary—one which has enlarged the gifts from 
both sources and has borne the test of years suc- 
cessfully.” 


In addition to the above paragraph you will want 
to re-read the entire chapter on “The Financial 
Plan,” pages 121-129. 

The leaflets, “Suggestions for the Finance Com- 
mittee” and “The Budget for the Local Auxiliary,” 
are being revised at the time of this writing, and 
will be available in early February. Every local 
auxiliary needs at least one copy of each (price 3 
cents each), which should be studied by the finance 
committee before the budget is outlined. If you 
are a member of the finance committee and have 
never had experience in making out an auxiliary 
budget, rest assured that the needed helps will be 
found in the above mentioned leaflets. 


Too much stress cannot be laid upon the need 
for guarding the budget. No circle should under- 
take any financial responsibility outside the budget, 
nor should funds be given to causes outside the 
denomination until the raising of the entire auxiliary 
budget is well assured! 


As the present Church year draws to a close, the 
auxiliary treasurer will remind circle chairmen to 
check up and make an effort to balance the circle’s 
budget. Many circles take real pride in over- 
subscribing their quota of the budget, and in thus 
being of help to the weaker circles. 





Before the Church Year Closes—Do This! 


Our Silver Anniversary Year fast draws to a close. 
Before that time, every woman of our Church 
should read our Silver Anniversary book, YESTER- 
YEARS. If you are among those who have not 
read it, the following comments by Dr. Egbert W. 
Smith, first Chairman of the Supervisory Commit- 
tee, will open your eyes to the joys to be found 
within the pages of the book: 

“A fascinating account of the origin and develop- 
ment of the Woman’s Auxiliary of our Church, 
such as only Mrs. Winsborough could write, with 
her command of all the facts, quorum magna pars 
fuit, her gift of literary portrayal, and her ever- 
present and delightful humor irradiating even the 
clouds which in those early years were many and 
dark and thunderous. Most grateful our Church 
should be to this dear and gifted lady for so ad- 
mirable a story of the beginning, growth, and ever- 


enlarging fruitage of what many consider the great- 
est movement in Southern Presbyterianism. 

“Equally fascinating is ‘A Visit to the Orient’ in 
the next to last chapter. It gives the most enchant- 
ing, amusing, and often heart-moving glimpses of 
Eastern habits, food, clothing, amusements, travel- 
methods, babies, cockroaches, death-wailings, and 
the hundred other intimate, interesting, pathetic 
things that the dull male mind overlooks, together 
with inspiring pictures of missionary work. 

“The book ends with ‘The Challenge of Tomor- 
row,’ and the reader lays it down with the blended 
emotions he has felt throughout, a smile, a sigh, and 
a prayer.” 

Yes, “YESTERYEARS are gone! Today is 
here!” The work of the Church, His Church, is 
your task—and a glorious task it is. “The best is 
yet to be.” 
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The Auxiliary Calendar for February 


Week of Prayer and Self-Denial for Foreign Missions, January 30-February 6. 
Survey Week, February 13-20. 
Day of Prayer for Schools and Colleges, February 27. 
Election of General Officers in Local Auxiliaries. 


THE CIRCLE MEETING 


Topic: “Chosen Women for Chosen Tasks” 

Surely every one of the seven women missionaries 
whose lives and work are portrayed in the book, 
were “Chosen Women for Chosen Tasks.” And so 
the program is to be built around the book, Glorious 
Living. The plan of the program presupposes that 
the book will have been read by every member by 
that time, for the program is to be a Round Table 
discussion. Encourage every member to have her 
own copy, and as she reads to mark it in such a 
way as will help her to locate what she considers 
some of the superlatives of the book, as for in- 
stance: the most tascinating story related; the most 
thrilling experience told; the most challenging fact. 
Remember, Glorious Living is not just a book to be 
passed around from one member to another! It is a 
book that every Presbyterian will want to have in 
the home, as it is the foreign-mission book for men 
and young people as well as for the women of the 
Church. 

Don’t forget, you are asked to get a doctor 
friend to read the first chapter which tells of the 
life and work of a doctor missionary. Do TRY to 
do this. If the Jaymen of our Church can be in- 
duced to read Glorious Living they will surely be 
“caught” for missions! This is a great book. Let us 
“put it over” in a great way. 


Something new. It has been suggested that some 
circles might like to have an evening meeting, with 
their husbands or other men folk as honor guests, 
inviting them to have a part in the round table dis- 
cussion of Glorious Living. Who will venture to try 
out such a plan? There is no doubt that it would 
work in many instances. 


THE AUXILIARY MEETING 


Topic: The Negro—A Near and Needy Mission 
Responsibility 


We see him every day—the Negro. But what do 
we really know about him, about the progress he 
has made in the various areas of life; and what do 
we know of his spiritual progress, or lack of prog- 
ress? The membership in the Negro churches is 
almost 6,000,000, and yet there are over 6,000,000 
outside the church. This program will prove to be 
a most interesting and informing one, that is, it will 
if proper preparation is made for it by those re- 
sponsible. The Year Book literature on this topic 
can be secured from the Committee on Woman’s 
Work in Atlanta for only 10 cents, and should be a 
real help in planning and presenting a good program. 
To Year Book subscribers for auxiliary literature, 
this material will be sent as usual. 





For the Home 


Dear Home Circ_e CHAIRMEN: 

We would like to share with you excerpts from a 
letter that has just been received from a Home Cir- 
cle chairman, for it will encourage and inspire: 

“At the beginning of the Church year I had 
thirty-five members on my list, but since then two 
have passed away and four have moved. I try to 
enter into all their joys, sorrows, and problems. It 
has been a privilege to wade through mud and slush 
to comfort, if possible, those sick and in distress. I 
feel my efforts are not all in vain. I love them. I 
love my service to them, be it ever so small. 

“Many of my members are old and feeble, deaf 
and lonely. Sometimes I get them out in my car; 
occasionally, I carry them a wee box of candy or 
fruit. When out of town I write post cards to let 
them know I’m thinking of them. When we visit 


Circle Chairmen 


together we talk about how good God has been to 
us. Not many of them are able to contribute much, 
but I have stressed the value of prayer, especially 
for our pastor and our missionaries—at home and 
abroad. I never receive a letter from our mission- 
ary nurse in China in which she does not say: ‘I’m 
counting on those prayers.’ 

“Since April I have made over four hundred and 
fifty calls into these homes and sometimes I see the 
husbands and sons and daughters and grandchildren. 
May God help me to plant some seed of joyous 
Christian faith in each home. I have never asked any 
of them for money—all their offerings have been 
voluntary love gifts. Some of them have sewed in 
order to make a gift of money. Several have con- 
tributed to the Ministers’ Annuity Fund. I take 

(Continued on next page) 
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GROWTH IN SERVICE. From a sister auxiliary we take 
n this item: 

“How can our ideal of service grow? By expanding the 
areas of our awareness. This picture of the ideal church can 
give us a new vision of how we may help our church to 
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CANTERN 


Mail suggestions to 
The Auxiliary lantern, 


Have pleasant table talk about the church. 

If away, mark a church calendar and mail to my pastor. 
Monday— 

Mention our church to five different people. 

Remember, in prayer, any meeting scheduled for this day. 

Learn the church connection of the new family on my 

street. 

Date them, if proper, for some church event. 
Tuesday— 

Take a guest to my circle or auxiliary meeting. 

Call up the pastor or church office about that new family. 





ie “This is the church for which I strive; Think of and pray for five minutes for some neglected 
lo The church of warm heart, of the open mind, of the part of the work. 
" adventurous spirit; Wednesday— 
2 The church that cares, that heals hurt lives, Make that call on a sick or shut-in member. 
1S That comforts old people, that challenges youth, Call or look up some member I missed from church or 
0 That knows no divisions of culture or class, group. 
ye No frontiers, geographical or social; Attend prayer meeting. 
ll The church of the people, high as the ideals of Jesus, Radiate a cheerful atmosphere in discussion. 
Hi Low as the humblest human; a working church, Report cases of illness and opportunities for fellowship. 
A worshiping church, a church that interprets the truth in Thursday— 
e the terms of truth; Think of and pray for the choir. 
'S That inspires courage for this life, and hope for the life to Do that bit of committee work. 
4 come; Make a neighborly call just for fun. 
i The church of the living God.” Study the Sunday-school lesson. 
a MY GOOD TURN For My Church Every Week. Here Friday— 
ef is a plan which should be a medium for making each one Mark something in my week’s reading of value to the 
more active in the local church. This idea, too, is bor- church. 
rowed from a sister auxiliary: Give a lift to any worker in the church who seems over- 
Sunday— burdened. 
Bring other children with mine to Sunday school. Saturday— 
Look pleasantly at the people in my pew B U T Read the church page in the daily paper. 
Do not begin whispering to them as soon as seated. Remind myself and the members of my family of every- 
to Speak to them after service. thing on the church calendar for tomorrow. 
h Join heartily in the worship. Fill my church envelope (do it with a prayer). 
* Take the calendar or bulletin home and mark it. If I am away tomorrow, remember to send a substitute. 
i : 
n- For the Home Circle Chairmen (Continued from page 124) 
m them the Sunday-school quarterlies, the Church would put ‘first things first’ and bring untold joy 
papers, and the Survey; often the mission-study and cheer into many lonely hearts.” 
nd books are taken, also information about our Birth- For leaflets to take to your members this month, 
he day Objectives. From Montreat I brought them write to the Committee on Woman’s Work, enclos- 
mn. slips on Prayer and told them of my personal spir- ing ten cents postage, and stating the number de- 
us tual blessings found there, especially the Sunday sired. 
ny night communion service and the candle-lighting ana sm in nell j 1 
en service when we qui oy 4 o service in itself is small; 
we, a quietly went outside into the dark None great, though earth it fill; 
“T . € stars. . But that is small that seeks its own, 
n- tis a glorious task, the Home Circle work, and And great that seeks God's will.” 
ke my prayer is that | may pass on my work to a 


precious young Christian woman who could and 





GRACE WISNER. 
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When Love Dictates the Tithe 
The Issue Is Honor 


‘‘Honor the Lord with thy substance, and with the first fruits of all thine 


Proverbs 3:9. 


ee FINE sense of what is right,” is one of 
the definitions that Webster gives for 
honor. God has that fine sense of honor, 
and makes a practice of it in his dealings with man, 
and he is ever seeking to cultivate this quality in man 
in his relation to God. Two or three illustrations 
will help us to appreciate what we mean by the lack 
of this sense of honor. Jesus was arraigning the 
Jews for their base treatment of their parents. 
“For Moses said, Honor thy father and thy mother; 
and, He that speaketh evil of father or mother, let 
him die the death: but ye say, If a man shall say to 
his father or his mother, That wherewith thou 
mightest have been profited by me is Corban, that 
is to say, Given to God; ye no longer suffer him 
to do aught for his father or his mother; making 
void the word of God by your tradition, which ye 
have delivered: and many such like things ye do.” 
Mark 7:10-13. A.S.V. These people were devoting 
their money to God forthe sole purpose of being 
relieved from any responsibility to their parents, 
only to forget God and spend it upon themselves. 
They were void of all sense of honor, and merited 
unreservedly the severe criticism of Jesus. 

Here is a striking one that comes out of a Spanish 
proverb. An estate is being administered. In some 
way a cow has become lost. Should the cow be 
found, it would be awarded to a certain one of the 
heirs; but if the cow should remain lost, then the 
cow would be awarded to the Lord. “Let that 
which is lost belong to the Lord,” is their proverb. 
This represents the baseness of human kind, and 
not honor. This is not peculiar to the Spanish. 

There is constant danger of our partnership with 
God becoming obsolete or lifeless. We are in con- 
stant danger of losing that “fine sense of right” 


increase.’’ 


which we term honor, and God in his love has 
dictated the law of the tithe for the purpose of 
keeping that sense of honor alive and fresh. In 
proportion as we appreciate this fact does it issue 
in honor. We will note four things that are involved 
here: 

It involves promptness. Abel was a man who 
honored God with his substance, and did it with the 
firstlings of his flock. He did it, yes, but he did it 
first and not last. Was he a tither? Who knows? 
We are led to believe that he was, because he acted 
like one. Had he been paid in currency or by check, 
he would have taken the tithe out first. He was like 
that, that was his spirit. Promptness is a thing of 
honor, and it is a quality which Christian people of 
this day of wonderful opportunity and privilege 
will do well to emulate. 

It involves regularity. Abel honored the Lord 
with his substance, and he did it, not only promptly, 
but the hint here is that he did it regularly. He 
kept bringing the firstlings of his flock. It is quite 
significant that this thought should find emphasis in 
the very beginning of the Bible, and be repeated 
in the heart of the New Testament. Paul said, “Upon 
the first day of the week let each one of you lay by 
him in store, as he may prosper.” I Cor. 16:2. What 
a sorry sight it must be for our Lord when he 
takes a look into the financial secretary’s book of 
any congregation, and has to view the haphazard 
way in which the pledges of many members are 
paid, and some not paid at all! He cannot find 
even a suggestion of promptness or regularity. This 
is why the Boards of the church pay hundreds of 
dollars of interest on borrowings every year, also 
why the Board of Administration and the trustee 
boards of congregations get frantic along in Febru- 
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Department of 
Stewardship 


ary and March as the church year nears its close. 
Of course that sight is not all a sorry picture, for 
among the accounts are to be found the records 
of those who pay their pledges with the promptness 
and regularity of the rising and setting sun. These 
belong to God’s honor roll. 


It involves quality. Abel honored the Lord with 
his substance, not only with the firstlings of his 
flock, but with the fat of the flock. Proportion 
first, then comes quality. It was not the lame, or 
the blind, or the lean, or the diseased of the flock 
that Abel brought, but the first and the finest, and 
we are told that Abel found favor with God. 
Genuine love forbids meanness in giving. 


It involves devotion. When Abel separated the 
firstlings of the flock from the rest, this became a 
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devoted portion: it was sacred. He reckoned it as 
belonging to God in a very special way and so 
administered it. There was a well-known man in a 
certain community, a Christian, who had entered 
into partnership with God, and practiced tithing. 
At the end of each fiscal year, when the books 
revealed to him his income, he set aside a tithe of 
that income as a portion which belonged to God. 
To him it was a devoted portion and a sacred 
portion, and he felt responsible for its careful 
administration. He was a man that had a fine sense 
of honor, not only honorable in his relationship to 
his fellows, but he was, first of all, honorable with 
his partner, God. To the end that that fine sense 
of honor might be kept alive, God in his wonderful 
love injects the tithe into our daily life and 
experience. 


The Issue Is Character 


‘‘He who began a good work in you will perfect it.’’ 


ieee is not the soft and easy thing that we 
are wont to think. Love is exacting, demand- 

ing all or nothing. That is true of human love: 
it will not share a rival. The moment there is 
another, at that moment jealousy is born. Love 
demands the surrender of all, it will take nothing 
less, and this has everything to do with the molding 
of character. 

This helps us to understand Jesus in dealing with 
the rich young man. The young man’s heart was in 
his wealth, and he did not know it. He is an illustra- 
tion of this saying of Jesus, “Where thy treasure is, 
there will thy heart be also.’ Matt. 6:21. AS.V. 
We are told in the story that Jesus loved him, and 
this love of Jesus was making a bid for his love and 
— when he said to the young man, “One thing 
thou lackest: go, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give 
to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: 
and come, follow me.” Mark 10:21. The young 
man stood at the crossroads of destiny. Sorrow- 
fully he refused to do it, because his heart was in 
the vice of gold. What might not Jesus have made 
of him, had he been of the disposition to yield and 
obey! He might have made of him a John, or a 
Barnabas or a Paul: there was that possibility. On 
the heels of his refusal, Jesus sounded this salutary 
warning, “How hardly shall they that have riches, 
enter into the kingdom of God!” Mark 10:23. 

Some one has suggested that Barnabas might have 
been the rich young man of this story, who at a later 
day thought better of the program that Jesus had 
marked for him, and turned about face and accepted 


Phillipians 1:6. 


the plan for his life. However that may be, and 
we could wish it were true, there is no question as 
to what Jesus had in mind for him: a life and char- 
acter at least like unto Barnabas. Who was this 
Barnabas, and what did he do? He was a native of 
Cyprus, a Levite, a man of property. About Pente- 
cost time the program of Jesus got hold of his heart, 
which he surrendered to him, and then sold his 
property, bringing and laying it at the feet of the 
apostles. He was wise enough to make the invest- 
ment, the investment of life and money in the in- 
terest of the gospel of Jesus Christ, seeking the 
kingdom of God first. A Godlike character is cer- 
tain to come out of a transaction like that. We 
venture to suggest that Barnabas being a Levite was 
a tither from his youth, and that the consecration 
of his property was a sequel to that early practice. 
It is not an easy thing to tithe our income, even 
though love commands it, and does so for a great 
purpose. A vital, thriving faith alone makes it pos- 
sible. The character road is rugged and rough, not 
smooth. This was the road that Daniel and his three 
friends had to travel, involving coarse food, the 
fiery furnace, and the lions’ den. Read Daniel. 
This principle is illustrated in fiction. Jean Val- 
jean, a character in Les Miserables, by Victor Hugo, 
first tried the road of “taking,” and it took him to 
the galleys, which broke his heart and soured him 
against the world. When he was liberated, he found 
his way to the good bishop’s house where he was 
given the best room and bed, notwithstanding his 
unkempt condition. The temptation was too great 
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for him, and he stole the silver and made way with 
it. He was arrested and brought back. The bishop 
took no notice of his theft; instead he presented 
Jean with a wonderful pair of candlesticks and sent 
him on his way a free man. In presenting the candle- 
sticks to Jean the Bishop said, “Life is to give and 
not to take.” Jean set out on the new road with 
the bishop’s saying ringing in his ears as a refrain, 
and he traveled it with patience, persistence, and 
hope. Under an assumed name he soon became 
famed for his love and sympathy for the poor and 
unfortunate. His character was approaching the 
character of God, for his had become a giving 
character. 

The story of Silas Marner by George Eliott is to 
the point, too. Robbed of his sweetheart, he centered 
his love on gold. He was fast becoming a miserly, 
mean, and miserable character with the note of joy 
all dissipated. Then, in time, he was robbed of his 
gold, which seemed a tragedy indeed to him. Then 
came tumbling into his wretched dwelling a little 
bundle of lifé in the form of a baby. How fortunate 
for him! The center of his devotion was changed. 
The baby touched the spring of his affection, and 
under her touch his character blossomed anew. 
He found it much happier and healthier to give than 
to hoard, and, in addition, he found it to be one of 
the laws of character and life. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 





February, 1938 


The point of it all is just this: when we accept 
Christ as our Saviour and Lord, the transformation 
of character through the Holy Spirit begins. Covet- 
ousness is his problem. Man’s new center of devo- 
tion is Christ and his church, and that devotion has 
a very practical and tangible turn to it. If the Holy 
Spirit were to speak out in our language, we imagine 
he might say something like this: “There is a way 
to uproot the spirit of covetousness or selfishness, 
and that is by becoming a giving Christian, follow- 
ing out the philosophy of Jesus when he says, “It is 
happier to give than to take.” Acts 20:35. Moffat. 
You cannot make a better beginning than to put 
into practice that age-long principle of the tithe, 
which runs through both Testaments like a scarlet 
thread. It is the best war club against covetousness 
that I know of. God’s character is supreme as a 
giving character, and if you will begin your giving 
with the practice of this grace, the grace of the 
tithe, then He will have opportunity to fashion you 
into a character like unto his.” When we appreciate 
the fact that love dictates the tithe, and we set about 
practicing it, other things being equal, the issue is 
sure to be a Godlike character. God in his loving 
kindness dictated the law of the tithe, not to get, 
but to the end that he might give and build. 





The Nominating Committee (Continued from page 121) 


to the right woman first! When the list was made 
and each nominee was told of the God-directed 
choice of herself for office-holding, with one ex- 
ception, the answer came back—‘“God helping me, 
I will accept the office.” Thus approached to carry 
on the Kingdom work, woud you who read this 
not accept? Of course you would! 

Just THE Opposite of having to coax to get office- 
holders is the experience of one auxiliary which re- 
ports that there is a feeling in their church that the 
ones who have been members a long time are the 
ones who should do things, the ones who should 
hold office, whose word should be the authority! 
That such a situation existed was a surprise to the 
one who was scouting around to get plans for this 
article. “There has been a real unwillingness on the 
part of some to let new members come’in and help,” 
wrote the pastor’s wife, “and this has been a real 
problem with us, for we do have so much potential 
leadership, fine young women who want to do 
things.” 


ANOTHER SITUATION, VERY SIMILAR 


One person, long an active member of the church 
but now quite disabled, was made president of the 


auxiliary solely because it was the desire to honor 
her by once again making her president. One of the 
“problems” which this auxiliary reported at a pres- 
byterial meeting was, “How shall we keep the 
young women from holding office?” 


Such a situation demands the most prayerful con- 
sideration of those on the Nominating Committee. 
Only by prayer, and then a living out of the Spirit 
of Christ in handling the situation, can God’s work 
go forward in such an auxiliary. Here is the defini- 
tion of codperation that was given in the Year 
Book a year or two ago: “Codperation is so con- 
ducting yourself that others find it easy to work 
with you.” The next time you feel that some one 1s 
not codperating with you, won’t you then and 
there stop and ask yourself this question: “Am I so 
conducting myself that she finds it easy to work 
with me?” 


Let us each and every one pray for the Nominat- 
ing Committees in our various churches; that they 
may have Christ’s spirit in their hearts as they 
undertake this important work, and that the new 
officers of our auxiliary may indeed be of His 
choosing. 
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In Your Sunday School 


USE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LITERATURE 
ENDORSED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


Departmental Graded Series 


The following units are offered for April, May and Jun« 


BEGINNERS’ DEPARTMENT: 

Unit VI—God’s World in Springtime. 
Unit Vil—Our Church. 

Unit VUI—Talking With God Our Father 
U) 


nit [X—Pleasing God Our Father. 


PRIMARY DEPARTMENT: 

Unit XX VIII—Springtime in Jesus’ Land and in Ours 
Unit X XIX—Going to Church in Our Land. 

Unit XX X—Learnin¢g that God Cares. 


JUNIOR DEPARTMENT: 
Unit XI—The Story of the Hebrew People. 


INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT: 
What I Do. (From the Old and New Testaments 


SENIOR DEPARTMENT: 
Christian Principles of Vocational Guidance. 


International Uniform Series 


Lesson materials are furnished in this series from the Prima: rough 
the Adult Departments. The Earnest Worker is the teacher’s quarterly 


Story Papers 





The Story Hour. A story paper for children under nine years of age 
Price: 10 cents per quarter. 


Junior Life. A story paper for Junior Boys and Girls. 
Price: 15 cents per quarter. 


Onward. A story paper for the Young People’s Division. 
Price: 25 cents per quarter. 


The Program Builder. Materials for Young People’s Vesper Programs 
Price: 20 cents per quarter. 


PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION 


RICH MOND, VIRGINIA PEXARKANA, 





















































ASSEMBLY HOME MISSIONS 


ANNUITY BONDS 


I hese bonds omer a sate Inve 
ment for those who wish to aid 
the Home \lission Cause and 
receive an mcor;ie ror thei 


| ; , 
SCIVeS during their hrercime¢ 


[he interest is paid semian 
nually and the rate 1s dete 


mined by the age Of The investo!l 


| Cr | | 
Presbyterian Churcl United St 
573 W. Peachtree St A 











\ 











